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l^ordui welcomes Saudi remarks 

>|MAN(R)— 00 Tuesday welcomed ft Saadi statement 
v*isig Ao haMBc E® 51 P«ace process, saying i: would boost tbe 
A»ab *•“£** “yS® 1 * 01 ® *** &rad. “We welcome the 

5 ^ Arabian mm® ma the statement made by an authoritative 
cgK£ s«noc on the Kingdom's support for peace in the Middle 
gut,” InforauPon Monster Jawad AI Anani said. Sandi Arabia 
jgggd * statonent on Thursday in support of the c ur rent Middle 
£is pease aytimions bm there was no direct reference to 
jofdia wfech signed a declaration in July ending a 46-year state of 
bdBgercoce with Israel. Dr. Anani said Riyadh had a vital role to 
jSyffl P*? 06 F°“* to its role as a regional power. He 
£2 tbe Saudi role will be more felt when discussing economic 
cooperation among Middle East states. “We see a variation in 
'Saiffl Arabia s regional role, and since it is a neighbour to Jordan 
•#js provides a chance to support the positron of the Arab 



Rabin urges PLO to amend charter 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Prune Mi timer Yitzhak Rabin is 
urging; tbe Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) to erase from 
its charier articles ailing for tbe annihdaDon of Israel, a 
said Tuesday. "Tbe PLO pledged to remove from its 
the paragraphs ailing for the destruction of the state of 
brad almost a year ago.'' Mr. Rabin's spokesman Oded Ben Anri 
told AFP. “We are beginning to feel it is taking too long and wc 
insist tint the PLO carries out this alteration,” he added. “Rabin 
has raised this issue at each of his meetings with (PLO Chairman 
Yasser) Arafat. He highlighted it during their meeting last 
Wednesday" at the Erez crossing between Israel and the Gaza 
Strip, said a member of his office, asking to remain anonymous. 
He said Mr. Arafat had promised to call a meeting soon of the 
Palestine National Council in tbe Gaza Strip. Any changes to the 
charter have to be approved by a two-thirds majority of the total 
council 
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Jordan, Israel sign trade 
3S deal for W. Bank market 


jSOm in private sector exports in 1994 


Jtory aboutT 

offered to p. ¥ £ 
y. which is ^ 

SA-fe*: IMMAN (J.T.) - Jordan 
or Bri) ^ sd Isxad on Tuesday imtial- 
Hamiri rJ ' m *' m agfeem® 111 avowing 
urosurwv? haa1, a bfdan to export $30 nriHicra 
sairi g ^ ns ' flui icrtb of commodities to the 
sa3a me twin, ^ed West Bank during 
feyear. 


i the 


, skull and 
2 of them is ^ 
- on the operas 
e J che other h2l 
chance atsunqr. 


The agreement was signed 
Rowing two days of inten- 
ne bilateral negotiations at 
a ie Moriah Plaza Dead Sea 
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Mr oat issues on border 
demarcation and water, key 
items on tbe road towards a 
fbB peace treaty. 

“We initialled it today 
(Tuesday),” Dr. Tarawneh 
bid tbe Jordan News Agen- 
cy, -Petra. 

: He said the agreement 
wold have to be re- 
negotiated early next year 
when Pales tinian self-rue, 
upw limited to the Gam Strip 
aod Jericho, would be ear- 
tended to more of tbe occu- 
pied West Bank in tine with 


the Israel-PaJestme libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
deal. 

Dr. Tarawneh said the suc- 
cess of the deal depended 
largely on the efforts of the 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
private sectors. 

He did not specify the 
goods which Jordan would 
sell but they range from steel 
and other building m atw fak 
to baby nappies. 

Jordanian officials said 
Israel restricted tbe trade 
volume because it feared the 
cheaper Jordanian goods 
might find their way to its 
market. 

Dr. Tarawneh said the 
security and borders commit- 
tee meeting at the Dead Scat 
hotel had discussed intensive- 
ly the issue of occupied 
Jordanian lands and the de- 
lineation of the border in 
accordance with the British 
mandate treaty of 1922. 

He stud it would take more 
time to define tbe occupied 
Jordanian lands in accord- 
ance with the treaty in view 
of tbe large areas of these 
lands extending along the 
borders in Wadi Araba area. 

He said Jordan presented a 
briefing to the Israeli side on 
its view of all technical issues 
related to defining the occu- 
pied Jordanian lands. 

He said- the -Israeli ride 
would on Wednesday offer a 
similar briefing on its stand 


on the occupied Jordanian 
lands. 

Dr. Tarawneh said Jordan 
had continued since 1967 to 
keep tbe bridges over the 
Jordan River open in the face 
of Palestinians living trader 
Israeli occupation in the West 
Bank despite some demands 
by Arab sides to dose them. 

He said that Jordan consi- 
dered these open bridges as 
the only outlet for Palesti- 
nians living under occupation 
and Jordan continued to im- 
port commodities from the 
West Bank although it could 
not export any Jordanian 
goods to the West Bank. 

Dr. Tarawneh said West 
Bankets are eager for econo- 
mic and co mme rcial integra- 
tion with die Jordanian peo- 
ple and voiced hope that tiro 
Palestinians would have full 
control over all Palestinian 
crossing points from and into 
Jordan. 

“At tins time one feels that 
it became a necessity to have 
trade relations with the West 
Bank since now we have 
reached something not in- 
duded in the Palestrinan- 
Israeli agreement defining 
commodities that can be im- 
ported from Jordan and 
Egypt, he said. 

Dr. Tarawneh said tins ini- 
tial agreement does not con- 
stitute a challenge to any one 

(Copthrarri on page 7) 


Crown Prince, D emir el 
discuss peace process 


ISTANBUL (Petra) — 
Turkish President Sulei- 
man Demirel on Tuesday 
received at the presidential 

S alace in Istanbul His 
loyal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and a de- 
legation accompanying him 
on a visit to Turkey. 

Prince Hassan briefed 
Mr. Demirel on the latest 
developments in the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
Jordan’s role in advandng 
it. 

Prince Hassan expressed 
hope that Turkey would 
play an effective role in 
developing the Middle East 
region. 

The Turkish president 
expressed bis full support 
for the peace process and 
commended Jordan's role 
in it. 

He also voiced apprecia- 
tion for the King s en- 

(Continued on page 7) 



Hb Majesty King Honda sees off Hb Royal Hj gtnm« 
Crown Prince Hassan upon the Crown Prince’s dep ar t ure 
for Turkey on Tuesday (AFP photo) 


Jordan not trying to bring 
Iraq into peace moves - Maj ali 


?LO presses crackdown; 
self-rule talks get ahead 
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Pa lesti nian police on Tuesday 
pawed four ringleaders of 
riBtant groups suspected of 
flacks cm Israelis tint could 
feniper tiro peace process. 

Twelve people remained in 
®tody after 35 were de- 
tained Monday in the first 
web police campaign since 
e&nue was established in 
Ae Gaza Strip and Jericho in 
said Palestinian offi* 
m h speaking on condition 
ofr 


began after gun- 
neo from Hamas, tiro Islamic 
instance Movement, lolled 
ffllsraeh and wounded six in 
Jjyc-by shootings in the 
wfe Sunday. Four Israeli 
have also been killed 
“Gaza since self-role began. 
^Israel rays there have been 
* ,-diootings, firebombs or 
rc hcr v iolence since the 
^ainian police took over, 
feaeii Prime Munster Yit- 
Rabin threatened to de- 
yany negotiated expansion 
self-rule unless Palestinian 
Yasser Arafat cracks 
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threatened to cany out “un- 
precedented” attacks unless 
the Palestinian authority 
frees the detainees. 

“Wc demand that the 
Palestinian authority frees 
the imprisoned members of 
Hamas as soon as possible,” 
the Jihad said in a statement 
sent to news agencies. 

“Otherwise, we will be 
forced to step op our mflirary 
operations in an unpre- 
cedented manner, inride the 
Gaza Strip,” it added. 

The statement did not 
make dear if the organisation 
would attack tbe Palestinian 
authority or the Israelis. 
Some 4,000 settlers live in the 
Palestinian self-rule strip, 
under Israeli army protec- 
tion. 

Three wanted men — 
Mohammad Abn Shamala, 
Hussain Abu Taha and Raed 
AJ Attar — fled their homes 
in the Rafah refugee camp in 
the Strip's south before 
police raided them. Officers 
arre sted two relatives and left 
behind orders for the wanted 
men to turn themselves in. 

Israel Radio said a fourth 
fugitive, Kamal Abdul Aziz 
Ikhail, was threatening to 
blow himself up during any 
attempted arrest. He was ac- 
cused of tilling two Palesti- 
nians as suspected Israeli in- 
formants in May. 

Palestinian sources said the 
men were believed hiding in 


tiro Deir Al Balah refu ge e 
camp and police raided 
homes and checked cars in 
the area. Several hundred 
people marched in tbe town 
of Deir Al. Balah to protest 
the arrests: 

Hamas supporters in the 
town reacted angrily on Tues- 
day to tiro Palestinian police 


cm the walls of 
police headquarters read: “It 
is better to arrest collabor- 
ators that; the honourable 
fighters against Israel” and 
“tbe arrest of tiro honourable 
fighters is to appease Rabin 
and bis soldiers.” 

Mohammad Abn Taha, 28, 
a television repairman, com- 
plained about being interro- 
gated by Palestinian agents 
over the whereabouts of his 
brother Ghazi, a Hamas 
fighter. 

“The Palestinian intelli- 
gence is treating us the same 
as the Israeli occupiers,” be 
said. “If the Palestinian au- 
thority continues in arresting 
ns, it will lose credibility.” 

Mr. Arafat planned to 
meet with Hamas leaders in 
coming days, sources in his 
office said. 

Although Hamas leaders 
pubfidy- oedare a wish to 
cooperate "with the Palestine 
liberation Organisation in 
building an independent 

(Centfaued on page 7) 


DUBAI (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali was 
on Tuesday quoted as saying 
Jordan believed an Iraqi role 
was important for a compre- 
hensive Middle East peace 
but Jordan was not trying to 
involve Baghdad in the pro- 
cess. 

Asked by the United Arab 
Emirates' Al Khaleej news- 
paper in an interview about 
media reports that Jordan 
was trying to bring Iraq into 
multilateral peace negotia- 
tions with Israel, Dr. Majali 
said: “This is not on.” 

“But we believe that peace 
in the region will not be a 
comprehensive and lasting 
one without Iraq being a par- 
ty to it. This is our personal 
belief," he told AI khaleej. 

"But will Iraq take part? 
This matter is up to it. 

“We believe that Iraq is a 
main part of the Arab world 


so its presence for peace is 
necessary... we do not push 
others to take action if they 
don't do it themselves," he 
added. 

Iraqi deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aaz held talks in 
Jordan on Sunday with Dr. 
Majali following the King- 
dom's peace moves with 
Israel and Iraqis public dis- 
avowal of suggestions that 
Baghdad wanted to join the 
peace process. 

Like other militant anti- 
Israeli states such as Iran, 
Libya and Sudan, Iraq has 
not been invited to join the 
multilateral negotiations 
spawned by the 1991 Madrid 
peace conference. Iraq has 
not shown any wish to join 
the talks. 

The Aziz-Majali meeting 
came days after Iraq criticised 


Majali: Ties 
with Syria 
are good 

PRIME MINISTER Abdul 
Salam Majali said Tuesday 
Jordan's relations with 
Syria and the Palestinians 
were good and said Jordan 
was always ready to coor- 
dinate with Syria in the 
peace process. 

In an interview with 
Egypt’s Sawt Al Arab 
Radio, Dr. Majali denied 
that there was a political 
crisis between Jordan and 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). He 
stressed Jordan's keenness 
that the Palestinians regain 
their full rights. , 


(Continued on page 7) (Continued oq page 7) 


Israel, Syria said 
to be discussing 
compromise deal 


>ngtime 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Israel would be willing to 
withdraw from part of the 
Golan Heights only in stages, 
measuring each pullback in 
exchange for accelerating 
gestures by Syria towards 
normal relations. Israeli di- 
plomatic sources say. 

The proposed agreement, 
being negotiated through 
secretary of State Warren 
Chrisropher, would be carried 
out over a span of vears, not 
just months, as Syria had 
insisted from the outset, the 
sources said. 

To facilitate the t3lks, 
which Mr. Christopher will 
resume next month, Israel is 
deferring for the time being 
its demand for totally normal 
relations with its lot 
.Arab adversary. 

At the same time. Syria is 
soft-pedaling its insistence on 
complete withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights, the 
sources said. 

Mr. Christopher has log- 
ged four rounds of shuttle 
diplomacy since May in an 
effort to bring Syria and 
Israel together on peace 
terms. They have not met 
face-to-face since February. . 

He has said the two sides 
are talking about substantive 
issues, but has declined to 
provide details. 

Flying home last week af- 
ter his latest effort. Mr. 
Christopher told reporters: 
"I do not feel I can report 
incremental progress on spe- 
cific issues." He said he had 
left the parties with “a good 
deal for them to think 
about." 

The sources, speaking to 
the AP on condition of 
anonymity, provided some of 
the missing details Monday, 
bu» with the same caution 
Mr. Christopher employs in 
predicting neither the ’ out- 
come nor how long it may 
take. 

Israel has proposed that in 
the first phase of the agree- 
ment its withdrawal would be 
small, while Syria would take 


sizeable steps Towards nor- 
malising relations, the 
sources said. 

Additional Israeli pull- 
backs would be linked to 
more moves by Syria towards 
normal relations with Israel. 

Syria is not pressing Israel 
on lull withdrawal. Israel, re- 
ciprocating, is not deman- 
ding total pence in its nego- 
tiations through Mr. Christ- 
opher. the Israeli diplomat ic 
sources said. 

Those are the two sides' 
ultimate objectives, but for 
the sake of progress they 
apparently are willing to 
shorten their goals. 

Also deferred foi the lime 
being are the security mea- 
sures to be adopted in the 
buffer zone as Israel moves 
back, the sources said. But any 
agreement would have to in- 
clude some means of protec- 
tion. 

Mr. Christopher said Mon- 
day peace between Israel and 
all of its Arab neighbours, 
including Syria, is "entirely 
possible by the end of 1996'. 

Mr. Christopher, was 

f uoted in the New York 
imes as saying that the two 
sides have made great strides 
towards reaching a peace 
agreement. 

“It would have seemed 
visionary but not at the pace 
at which things are going,” 
Mr. Christopher said. 

He stated that Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad both want 
peace stressing that Israel is 
now accepted as a legitimate 
state in the region. 

“Up to this last trip, there 
was a psychological barrier." 
Mr. Christopher said, 
adding: “I believe they've 
broken through, discussing 
the concrete elements, the 
natural of peace, withdrawal, 
security." 

Mr. 'Christopher said Mr. 
Assad and Mr. Rabin were 
"the two tougest and most 
experienced negotiators in 

(Continued on page 7) 


Cocky, defiant Carlos arraigned in France 


PARIS (Agencies) — A 
chained but cocky Carlos the 
Jackal bantered with France’s 
top terrorism judge Tuesday 
while being arraigned on 
charges he engineered a 
deadly bombing in Paris. 

The Venezuelan-born Car- 
los, 44, whose real name is 
Ihdi Ramirez Sanchez, is ac- 
cused of being a gun-for-hire 
for a variety of groups and 
ducted Western intelligence 
agencies for 20 years until his 
recent arrest in Sudan (see 
3). 

The bombing in Paris was 
among the lesser of the 
crimes att ribut ed to Carlos, 
who says his multinational 
career has left at least 83 
people dead. 

A day after being secretly 
flown to Fance, Carlos was 
escorted into a closed hearing 
at the Palais de Justice by five 
policemen carrying assault 
rifles and wearing bulletproof 


vests. Chains stood out 
against his white pants, beige 
sweater and brown slip-on 
shoes. 

Witnesses said he casually 
talked with his guards about 
and then bantered de- 
fy with Judge Jean-Louis 
Bruguiere, France’s re- 
nowned judge of terrorism 
cases who travels with a 
bodyguard and carries a con- 
cealed pistol. 

“Ah, here’s the judge, 
how’s it going?” Carlos said 
to Mr. Bruguiere at the entr- 
ance to tbe judge's chambers. 

“And you?” Mr. Bru- 
guiere replied. 

“Still alive, for a 
to come," answered 
whose death had been 
rumoured numerous times in 
recent years. Then, to his 
escorts, be added, “Ibis guy, 
he’s a star.” 

As he was in court awaiting 
the judge, Carlos compared 


tune 


notes with his gendarme 
escorts on their weapons. 

“We also had Fainas (tbe 
army-issue assault rifle) in 
Lebanon, they are good,” he 
said. 

Initially assigned three 
court-appointed attorneys, 
Carios took on noted defence 
lawyer Jacques Verges, who 
has defended numerous con- 
troversial personalities in 
Firance, including Magdalena 
Kopp, a west German jailed 
in France who later married 
Carlos. 

Carios was charged with 
masterminding a 1982 bomb- 
ing just off Paris' Champs 
Etysees that kilted a pregnant 
woman and injured 63 peo- 
ple. 

He will be charged later by 
a panel of judges with shoot- 
ing to death two counterin- 
telligence agents in 1975. The 
two were among a group of 
agents from the DST, 


France’s domestic intelli- 
gence agency, who showed 
up at a Left Bank apartment 
to investigate attacks on 
Israel’s El AI airline at a Paris 

airport. 

Carlos was sentenced in 
absentia to life in prison for 
those murders. 

Sedan informed France 
Sunday that Carlas was in 
custody and offered to turn 
him over to French author- 
ities, according to Interior 
Minister Charles Pasqua. 

Tbe leftist newspaper Li- 
beration said Tuesday that in 
return. French intelligence 
had given tbe Sudanese gov- 
ernment satellite photo- 
graphs pinpointing positions 
of the Popular Army for tiro 
.liberation of South Sudan 
(APLS), an antigovenunent 
organisation. 

France also agreed to use 
its inflnence to allow 
Sudanese troops to pass 


through the central African 
Republic and attack the 
APLS from the south, Li- 
beration said. The paper did 
not cite any sources. 

Mr. Pasqua reponded on 
French radio Tuesday that 
France “gave nothing in ex- 
change" for Carlos’ extradi- 
tion to Sudan. 

But Carlos’ other attorney. 
Mourad Oussedik, charged 
that Carlos had been “lad- 
napped” by the same 
Sudanese government that 
was supposedly protecting 
him. 

“There was no extradition 
demand," Mr. Oussedik said 
on French radio. “It was a 
kidnapping following transac- 
tions between the French and 
Sudanese governments." 

Sudanese agents “threw 
themselves on (Carios), neut- 
ralised him, drugged him and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iordan braces for new era of peace: Royal Commission is harbinger of deeper change 


Nermeen Murad 

Times Staff Reporter 

jMMAN — The formation 
of the Royal Coro- 
Jssion For Reform and 
Modernisation (RCRM), 
its mandate and legal 
gtos are still and ear, is the 
J 31 *# ago yet that Jordan 
E^aifcmgon an irr e versi - 
S coarse of change, 
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of government. 
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riie government,” a senior 
official said. “The fact, 
however, that the govern- 
ment, as a body, was ex- 
chided from the effort means 
that the envisioned scope of 
eventual change extends 
beyond both the immediate 
gosris of the new commission 
and the mandate of this 
Cabinet," the official who re- 
quested anonymity added. 

“The fact that His Majesty 
King Hussein entrusted foe 
Crown Prince, and not foe 
government, with foe formid- 
able task of preparing Jordan 
for the post-peace era could 
mean one of two things,” a 
seasoned analyst said. “It is 
either that foe King would 
have liked personally to be 
involved in foe effort, bat 

chose to delegate authority to 

the Grown Prince; or tbe step 
means foot there is an urgent 
sense of continuity about 


effecting the required 
change, which might easily 
outlast foe mandate of Dr. 
MajalTs government.” 

various officials and par- 
liamentary sources told tbe 
Jordan limes that die gov- 
ernment of Abdul Salam Ma- 
jali, which has braved its way 
through 14 months of difficult 
decisions, has accomplished 
its main task of bringing the 
Kingdom 'dose to a peace 
treaty with" Israel, and should 
now be ready to leave foe 
controls to a new Cabinet 
aWe to weave its way through 
foe intricacies of change. 

“The Cabinet of Dr. Ma- 
jali, as it was reconstructed 
over three reshuffles since its 
appo in tment in May, 1993, 
represented various sectors 
of society with an eye to take 
difficult decisions towards 
peace, elections and econo- 
mic stability, like tbe sales 


tax,” a Lower House mem- 
ber said. 

“Now with the impending 
changes that are to affect foe 
Kingdom in a profound way, 
a new gov e rn ment might be 
needed to take Jordan into a 
new era, on the international 
level, and at the same time 
look inwards and start mak- 
ing the necessary changes at 
home,” tiro de puty said. 

Well-informed sources ex- 
pect that a new government 
will be appointed “soon.” 
Bat speculation is still rife 
over how soon is “soon" with 
most officials expecting that 
it would have to be before foe 
next regular session of Parlia- 
ment. 

Government sources are 
also divided over whether 
there will be a change of 
government, and if there is 
whether it wifi be by Septem- 


ber or just before foe re- 
sumption of Parliament's reg- 
ular session. 

A senior source, however, 
told the Jordan Tunes that a 
government change was not 
necessarily linked to the 
formation of foe Royal Com- 
mission. 

“Royal commissions have 
been formed before and they 
did not result in foe removal 
of foe government” in office 
at the time. 

“Rumours of a govern- 
ment change are only spe- 
culations,” the source said, 
adding that one should view 
the formation of the new 
commission as “an indication 
of His Majesty's commitment 
to introducing change that 
will prepare foe country to 
meet the challenge of peace- 
time." 

The senior source also 


pointed out that the work of 
foe Commission, in the filial 
analysis, will have to pass 
through its constitutional 
process which will include foe 
government and at a later 
stage Parliament before it is 
institutionalised as new leg- 
islation. 

Bnt other senior officials 
disagree and maintain that 
the government has to pre- 
pare itself to leave “sooner 
than it thinks.” 

While these officials say 
that the timing of the Majali 
government’s departure is 
not dear yet, “the whole 
political mood surrounding it 
is one of a government on its 
way out” 

And these officials are 
careful to point out that foe 
next government will also 
have a specific goal of “car- 
rying us from the starting 
point of foe peace agreement 


to the next stage in the socio- 
economic development of the 
country.” 

“The next government will 
be unique in that its single 
role will be to execute the 
decisions that are necessary 
in the times of change," one 
official said. 

“One should not forget 
that this is a time when every- 
thing kin foe country has to 
change in order to meet the 
challenge of peace,” a Parlia- 
ment source told the Jordan 
Times. 

“We are moving from a 
state of war to one of peace 
and this is not an easy task,” 
he added. 

And since tbe leadership is 
intent on signalling the extent 
of its commitment to intro- 
ducing change quickly,' 
analysts thus expect that the 
choice of a new prime minis- 
ter and Cabinet ministers will 


reflect this commitment, 
most probably by including 
more parliamentary repre- 
sentatives in it. 

Barring a last-minute sur- 
prise choice, most officials 
expect that foe new Cabinet 
will be beaded by Deputy 
Prime Minister Thougan Hin- 
dawi, who is the only senior 
member in the government 
who was named to serve in 
foe newly formed 12-mcmbcr 
committee. 

“The letter of appointment 
to the new government has to 
also indude foe dements of 
change that were spelled out 
in tbe King’s tetter to the 
Crown Prince,” a senator 
who has held several cabinet 
posts during the past 20 yeara 
told the Jordan Times, 
adding that that would re- 
solve the problem of the 
“mandate and legal status of 
the new commission," 
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Middle East News 


Rival factions challenge 
Rabbani north of Kabul 


DOSHI. Afghanistan (AFP) 
— The military jeep swerved 
to pass a huge, grey-painted 
steel tube with Russian mark- 
ings that was buried deep in 
the side of the road — the 
empty casing of a deadly clus- 
ter bomb. 

“The jet attacked us early 
this morning, and showered 
the hills up there behind 
Doshi," explained our escort, 
describing the release of 
scores of bomblets from this 
multiple warhead. 

Doshi. a small district cen- 
tre about 190 kilometres 
north of Kabul, was captured 
a month ago by a combined 
attacking force made up 
mainly of Uzbek fighters and 
militia from the Ismaelia reli- 


strategic post on the main 
national highway connecting 
Kabul with the northern 
Afghan provinces, Doshi is 
important to Jaffar because it 
controls the entrance to the 
adjacent Kayan Valley, site 
of his ancestral home, where 
his father Sayyed Mansour 
Naderi still resides. 


Mr. Jaffar’s tanks guard 
the vital bridge which sits at 
the entrance to both Doshi 
and the Kayan Valley, but 
the bulk of his fighting force 
are on top of the surrounding 
mountains. 

“In Afghanistan, in a fight, 
whoever controls the high 
ground will be the winner," 
asserts Mr. Jaffar. 


gious sect. 

Except for a few families, 
Doshi, once 20,000-strong, is 
now a ghost town. The civi- 
lians have fled and the shops 
are shuttered, though many 
show signs of having been 
looted. 

Baba Khan, aged about 65. 
was seen supervising the 
loading of a truck with bun- 
dles of his family's belongings 
for evacuation north to dis- 
trict centre Pul-e-Khumri. 

“What else can we do? 
There is nothing for us here 
except continuous rocket and 
jet bombardment,'' he told 
AFP. 

An attack led by Sayyed 
Jaffar Naderi. youthful gov- 
ernor of Pul-e-Khumri and 
son of the Ismaelia spiritual 
leader, pushed Afghan Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani's 
defending troops about five 
kilometres back down the 
main road from Doshi. but 
the fight goes on. 

Mr. Jaffar, 35. whose pen- 
chant for Western rock music 
equals his flair for the tradi- 
tional Afghan sport of Buz- 
kashi — a cross between foot- 
ball and wrestling played on 
horseback with a headless 
goat in place of a ball — 
vowed never to lose Doshi 


again. 

“They will never take it^ 
back. Doshi is my home. 1' 
will fight for it to my death,” 
Mr. Jaffar declared. 

Besides its value as a 


After a bitter fight of 
several more days, Doshi ’s 
bazaar fell. 

Mr. Jaffar claimed to have 
captured 34 prisoners, four 
tanks, two armoured person- 
nel carriers, many AK-47 
assault rifles and more than 
10 cannon and heavy 
machine-guns, which he has 
turned against their former 
operators. But the enemy still 
has plenty of landmines. 

“Thirteen of my lads have 
lost legs to their mines, most- 
ly Russian-made PMN blast 
mines,” said Mr. Jaffar in 
.protest of this method of 
warfare. 

There will be no early end 
to the fighting in this region, 
as Mr. Jaffar vows to push on 
down the road from Doshi to 
the settlement of Khenjah, 
some 20-odd kilometres dis- 
tant, which he also wants to 
regain from pro-Rabbani 
forces. 

“What we want is the re- 
turn of all our traditional 
places. Khenjan belongs to 
us. We will take this place 
back.” the Ismaelia comman- 
der announced firmly. .. 


Perry: U.S. troops to 
Golan Heights possible 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Defence Secretary William 


Perry says if Syria and Israel 
reach a peace agreement re- 


reach a peace agreement re- • 
quiring third-country forces, 
“the U.S. would be a candi- 
date for sending troops to the 
Golan Heights." 

On India and Pakistan, the 
secretary said their posses- 
sion of nuclear weapons “is a 
matter of great concern.” He 
acknoweidged that “it’s been 
very difficult" to convince 
those countries to give up 
their nuclear programmes. 

Mr. Peny said the United 
States will continue to exert 
“coercive diplomacy" — the" 
use of sanctions and the 
threat of force — in order to 
promote democracy in Haiti 
and prevent the flow of Hai- 
tian refugees to the United 
States, Mr. Perry said. 

Qesthm: What should we 
do about India and Pakistan, 
which now. along with the 
five major nuclear superpow- 
ers. possess nuclear 
weapons? 

Answer: First of alt, I don't 
want to affir m how many 
nuclear bombs or devices 
they may have. I certainly 
will concede that they have a 
nuclear programme, and it's 
a programme we’re greatly 
concerned about. I just don't 
want to affirm the actual 
numbers of weapons they 
may have. It’s a matter of 
great concern, and one of our 
principal objectives in deal- 
ing both with India and 
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He said the recapture of 
Doshi after four months of 
occupation by pro-Rabbani 
forces was achieved by an 
outflanking manoeuvre made 
possible by bulldozing a road 
to the top of the high peaks 
west of Doshi, then station- 
ing tanks and heavy artillery 
there. 
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in Ismaelia religious faction fighters who captured tbe district centre of Dodd from govenuoait forces a month ago 
one of their tanks at the Doshi bridge (AFP photo) 


Sudan says Carlos was planning new attacks 


KHARTOUM (AP) — 
Sudan's capture of Carlos the 
Jackal shows its opposition to 
extremism, officials said 
Monday, but they denied the 
man was turned over to 
France to improve Sudan's 
international image. 

Sudanese officials said Car- 
los. one of the world's most 
wanted men, came to Khar- 
toum to plan assaults on fore- 
ign targets in Sudan and that 
agents bad him under sur- 
veillance even before France 
requested his arrest. 

“It is part of our moral 
conviction to fight against 
this kind of activity," a gov- 
ernment spokesman told the 
Associated Press in London. 
“The government of Sudan in 
doing this is fulfilling its 
obligations to the interna- 
tional community in fighting 
terrorism and fighting against 
terrorists.” 

Spokesman Abu Baker A1 


Monetary Fund. 

“Certainly the United 


States government is grateful . 
to Sudan for their help in 


to Sudan for their help in 
arranging this and the French 
government for their work on 
.this,” said White House Press 
Secretary Dee Dee Myers. 

“It*s something that die 
international community has 
been pursuing for nearly 20 
years and I think is obviously 
a positive step.” 

But U.S. State Depart- 
ment spokesman Michael 
McCurry said the surrender 
of Carlos to France was “not 
sufficient to rescind the list- 


Shingieti rejected suggestions 
Sudan’s Islamic fundamentai- 


Pakistan is to get both of 
them to back off these prog- 
rammes and agree to a non- 
nuclear southern Asia. It's 
been very difficult. We’ve 
made very little headway in 
that today. 

Q: How do you prevent 
other states — like Libya, 
Algeria, Syria, North Korea, 
Iran and Iraq — from acquir- 
ing a nuclear capability? 

A: We’re doing that 
through — first of all, you 
cannot be sure of doing it, 
but we’re doing it through a 
series of controls that slow 
down the access to technolo- 
gy. In the case of Iraq, we 
actually used military force to 
curtail their programme. In 
the case of Korea, we have a 
vigorous coercive diplomacy 
to try to get that programme 
stopped. 

Q: Will there be American 
troops in tbe Golan Heights? 

A: That’s a possibility. We 
. have supported this peace 
agreeement, and if the Sy- 
rians and the Israelis arrive at 
a peace agreement which re- 

S iires third-country forces 
ere, cerainly the U.S. 
would be a candidate for 
that. 


Sudan's Islamic fundamental- 
ist government turned Carlos 
over to France simply to shed 
the country’s image as - a 
sponsor of international 
attacks. 

However, Sudan’s justice, 
minister, Abdul Azziz Shado, 
urged the United States on 
Monday to consider taking 
Sudan off a list of countries 
that sponsor “terrorism," 
Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency reported. 

By labelling Sudan a spon- 
sor of “terrorism” last Au- 
gust, Washington cut off 
most aid and made it hard for 
the impoverished country to 
get loans from the World 
Bank and tbe International 


Carlos, a Venezuelan, has 
been named in connection 
with many attacks of the 
1970s linked to the Middle 
East. 

Born Hich Ramirez San- 
chez, he entered Sudan with 
a fake diplomatic passport 
from an Arab country, the 
interior minister, Al Tayeb 
Ibrahim Mohammad Khier, 
said in a statement broadcast 
over state radio. 

Mr. Khier said Carlos was 
part of a group planning 
attacks on foreign institutions 
so Sudan would be blamed 


for supporting international 
“terrorism." It was not dear 


why Carlos would seek to 
hurt Sudan. 

Mr. Shingieti told tbe AP 
in London that Carlos and 
others were arrested “in the 
past few days" in Khartoum. 

He refused to say how 
many other people were 
arrested, when they arrived 
in Sudan, where they were 
from, or whether they were 
still in Sudan. 


The Egyptian news agency, 
reporting from Khartoum, 

C ed Mr. Shado as saying 
Carlos had been in 
Sudan about six months. 

Carlos' passport aroused 
the suspicion of Sudanese au- 
thorities when he arrived at 
Khartoum airport, Mr. 
Shingieti said, and be and his 
associates “were not conduct- 
ing any kind of activity to 
justify their presence in 
Sudan.” 

The others went in and out 
of the country but Carlos 
stayed, Mr. Shingieti said. 

“He made some interna- 
tional calls which were moni- 
tored by the security group, 
and that confirmed the suspi- 
cion over his intentious,”-Mr. 
Shingieti said. 

While security agents were 
watching the group, France 
notified Sudan that Carlos 
had entered the country 
“with a false passport under a 
different name," Mr. Shing- 
ieti said. 

Sudan also received an 
official request from Inter- 
pol, the international police 
agency, to hand Carlos over, 
to France for killing two 
French citizens and seriously 
injuring three others, he said. 
USIA adds: “We applaud the 
government of France for its 
resolute efforts to bring to 
justice one of the most noto- 
rious terrorists of the past 
years,” Mr. McCurry said. 
“The arrest of Carlos serves 
notice to all terrorists that 
their crimes trill not- go un- 
punished or forgotten fry the 
international community." 

“We appreciate Sudan’s 
actions," the spokesman 


said. “The international com- 
munity would hope that the 
action by the Sudanese gov- 
ernment marks the beginning 
of its efforts to distance itself 
from international terror- 
ists.” _ 


Sudan was included on last 
year's U.S. list of countries 
that are state sponsors of 
terrorism, Mr. McCurry 
noted. ‘There is a range of 
activity that goes far beyond' 
this case that caused that 
fisting and there is no plan at 
present to rescind the terror- 
ism listing of Sudan," he said. 

■ The spokesman suggested 
that Sudan's actions in 
apprehending Carlos may 
suggest that authorities in 
Khartoum see some merit in 
the arguments of the interna- 
tional community that Sudan 
"should disassociate itself 
from terrorist activity." 

“If they pursue this step 
now with further steps that 
would break-the linkage be- 
tween their tacit support of 
terrorist groups and their safe 
hqvening and sanctioning of 
terrorist activities within 
Sudan, that would be a wel- 
come development," he said. 

“The original listing of 
Sudan on the terrorism fist 
referred more directly to the 
use of territory within Sudan 
as sanctuary for terrorist 
organisations, mending Abu 
Nidal, Hizbollah and Pales- 
tine Islamic Jihad," Mr. 
McCurry said. “We also 
think there are other safe 
houses and facilities that ter- 
rorists have used with either 
the acquiescence' or know- 
ledge of Sudanese officials." 


Demonstrations, fighting mark PKK anniversary 


ANKARA (AP) — Police 
have detained scores of de- 
monstrators, reports said 
Monday, as part of tightened 
security for the 10th 
anniversary of the start of the 
Kurdish guerrilla war for 
autonomy. 

On Aug. 15, 1984, guerril- 
las came down from the 
mou ntai ns and raided a 
township and a military post 
in southeastern Turkey. Ten 
years later, the fighting rages 
on, currently claiming the 
lives of about a dozen or 
more people every day. 

Turkish officials say the 
military, which has been wag- 
ing a stepped up offensive 
this year, is finally gaining the ‘ 
upper hand. The Turkish 
troops have killed 2,600 guer- 
rillas while the rebels have 
killed 1,100 people, including 
civilians and members of the 
security forces, since the be- 
ginning of the year, officials 


say. Rebels dispute the fi- 
gures. 

The fighting has claimed 
more than 13,000 lives since 
1984. 

Prime Minister Tansu Cil- 
ler has yet to make good on 
promises to grant some cultu- 
ral rights to Kurds, such as 
permission for private broad- 
casting and education in the 
Kurdish language. 

More than half of Turkey’s 
12 million Kurds live in the 
southeastern provinces. 

The Turkish news agency 
Anatolia reported that about 
50 people were detained for 
allegedly holding an illegal 
demonstration in the central 
Anatolian province of Konya 
last week. The agency said 35 
demonstrators were detained 
in the southern dty of Adana 
over the weekend. Both 
Konya and Adana have large 
Kurdish communities. 

On the waifront, 11 guer- 


rillas and three soldiers were 
trilled in a dash in Hakkari 
province, Anatolia said 
Monday. 

After a decade of fighting, 
the Kurdish problem has put 
Turkey in conflict with its 
Western allies, especially fol- 
lowing the imprisonment this 
year of eight Kurdish meat 
ten of p axfia roent. 

The lawmakers reject 
allegations of links with the 
guerrillas. 

The guerrillas belong to 
PKK, the illegal Kurdish 
Labour Party, whose ranks 
have swelled from 300 to 
more than 3,000 in 10 years. 
The rebels say the PKK’s 
ranks are even greater. 

The PKK grew out of a 
small group of radical leftist 
Kurdish university students 
in Ankara in the 70s. After 
fighters were trained in guer- 
rilla tactics in camps in Leba- 
non, they infiltrated into Tur- 


■ Tbe military's campaign 
drew criticism when an esti- 
mated 10,000 Kurds fled 
from Turkey to northern Iraq 


earlier this year to escape the 
fighting after reports of hun- 
dreds of villages being evacu- 
ated in the southeast. Tbe 
government says the evacua- 
tions are carried out for the 
safety of the inhabitants. 


Turkey maintains it is wag- 
ing a legitimate fight against 
terro rism . 

Guerrillas have carried out 
numerous massacres of entire 


families of state-paid village 
guards. The PKK has also 


guards. The PKK has also 
claimed responsibility for 
several bombings in western 
part of the country, many of 
them in tourist sites in Istan- 
bul and elsewhere. 
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key from northern Iraq. 

Last year, PKK announced, 
a one-sided ceasefire but la- 
ter broke it. 


news in brief 
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Head of Syrian elite forces sacked 


NTmsiA (AFP) — Syrian President Hafez Al Assad has 
S fflof his* elite yciaUorces General Ali 
Haidar, informed sources sa*d Monday. Mr. Assad re , 
placed him with General Ati Habib, who headed Syrian 
unitswhich fought in the U.Sinternat.onal forcewhid, 
ejected Iraq from Kuwait in the Gulf war of January. 
February 1991. the sources said: Gen. -Haidar was fired fbi 
insubordination after receiving several warnings and ha* 
been undergoing questioning since 
without giving details. There was no official confirmation 
available. The special forces axe an elite fomianon of 
10,000 to 15,000 shock troops. The sources said that thq 
case had no political dimension as nobody had been 
involved with Gen. Haidar, whose interrogation was being 
supervised by the head of military intelligence. Gen. AH 
Duba, a close ally of the president. Gen. Haidar played'^ 
leading role in the crushing of the Muslim fundamentalist 
uprising at Hama in February 19S2 when more than lO.OpQ 
people are said to have been killed. He ag> fought the 
Israelis in Lebanon the same year. Gen. Haidar comes 
from the village of Hillat Ara, in the Alawi mountains; ' 
Like Mr. Assad, he joined the Baath party before going td I 
the military academy. He was also one of the main rivals of ; 
Rifaat Al Assad, younger brother of the president, who 
tried to seize power in 1984. Gen. Haidar headed 
special forces which prevented the younger Assad’s forced 
from marching on Damascus. J 


Saudis outlaw cut-price phone call deals- ; 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia on - Monday outlawed 
cut-price international telephone calls made through coin; 
panies abroad offering cheaper services. The Ministry f 
Posts, Telegraph and Telephones, in a statement quoted qy 
the Saudi Press Agency, said companies selling or promot- 
ing such services in the kingdom were -breaking the law.4t 
warned “those who use or'promote such services that they 
will be punished and official measures will be taken against 
them, including cutting off their communications. Thg 
ministry statement • targeted “companies selling illegal 
telephone services for international^ calls through the 
kingdom through subscription to foreign companies- offer- 
ing cheaper telephone services.” It did not name the 
foreign companies but said local companies and agencies in 
the kingdom were “promoting such illegal services among 
clients of the ministry, notably banks and major corpora 1 
tions, by advertising their services in the local media.“Tbe 
statement said the ministry “will face this with necessity 
administrative measures in view of the illegal competition 
posed by such action, which infringes on the ministry’s 
franchise and deprives it of certain revenues to the stat$ 
illegally taken by these foreign companies." 
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Moroccan king invited to Libya celebrations : - 


RAB AT (R) — King Hassan of Morocco will be invited to 
attend the 25th anniversary of the overthrow of King Idriss 
Senoussi in a coup launched by Libyan leader Muammfiur 
Qadhafi, a senior Libyan envoy said on Monday. Major 
Khouihfi Al Hmidi, a member of Libya’s Revolutionary 
Command Council, said on arrival at the airport he woidd 
deliver an invitation to the Moroccan monarch from 
Colonel Qadhafi to celebrations marking the 25tA 
anniversary. A similar invitation was delivered by the 
envoy on Sunday to President La mine Zeroual of Algerfe-. 
Algeria and'Morocco are members of the Arab Maghreb 
Union (AMU) which unites them with Libya, Mauritania 
and Tunisia. 
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Ben Ali accepts invitation to Gaza 


GAZA (R) — Tunisian President Zein Al Abdeen Ben A# 
has accepted an invitation from Yasser Arafat to visit 
Palestinian self-rule areas but did not set a date, officials 
said on Monday. Tunis played host to Mr. Arafat during 30 
years of exile after Israel forced Palestinian forces out Jrf 
Beirut during its 1982 invasion of Lebanon. 


Immigration of ex-Soviets into Israel slows’; 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Immigration of Jfews from the 
ex-Soviet Union into Israel fell by seven per cent in the firat 
seven months of this year, Israeli officials said Monday. 
Around 33,860 immigrants from the Commonwealth .of 
Independent States (CIS) arrived in Israel before the end 
of July compared to 36,000 in tbe same period in 199S,; 
according to the Jewish Agency in charge of receiving' 
immigrants. Acting Agency President Yekhiel Leket sapt 
the fell was relatively small because of the agency’s efforts 
to encourage immigrants from the CIS: especially children-- 
Half a million ex-Soviet Union immigrants have settlecpn 
Israel since the wave of immigration began at the end .of 
198 9. Some 25,000 of them have since left the Jewish state.; 
The proportion of non-Jews among immigrants is rising 
every year and readied 30 per cent in 1993, according.^ 
Israel's interior ministry. Close relatives of Jews are 
allowed to settle in Israel under what is called the “law ol 
return.” I " 
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Millions returned to Iranian treasury 


NICOSIA (AP) — In a rare admission of widespread 

4 iffvrtAl mminhnn That hac Iwn iTmnV niliiitff 


3*&I-Vn : 


official corruption that has been bleeding Iran’s ailing 
economy, a leading Iranian legislator said Tuesday ttyq 


economy, a leading Iranian legislator said Tuesday tltft 
■ millions of dollars in embezzled public funds had beSh 
recovered. The state-run Tehran Radio, monitored in 
Cyprus, . quoted Ali Kamyar, head of the parliaments 
economic and- finance committee, as saying his bureau* 
intervention had reclaimed more than $1 billion rials (J&J 
million) embezzled by officials. He gave no details. Blit 
official corruption is so rife in Iran that it has become pari 
of the economic culture — although the country's cleric# 
rulers have rarely acknowledged re exists. 
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13J3* Abu Dbabi, Doha IGF) 

15*5... Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PK) 
15-J8. — Algiers (AH) 

Pans. Damascus (AF) 

AdcniDY) 

Beirut (ME) 
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HI J AZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 


Dep. Anum ... 8.-0U d.tt. every 


Ait. Damascus 5:00 p.m. every 
Dqi. Darauiu 7:30 a.m. every Sumtaj 
Arr.Aottra .... 5«1p.m.cvciyS»d5 


DEPARTURES 

Madrid (RJ) 

Rome (RJ) 

11:15 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

55* London (RJ) 

Turns. Rome (RJ) 

52 Beirut Rll 

- Aqaba, Cairo (RJ) 

; %adh RJ) 

5*25 Cafcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppcr/lowcr pries in fils 


Apple 

Banana 

Banana (Mutammar) 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (Urge) .... 
Cucumbers (small) .... 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


£S Bcmiu Paris (AF) 

Si ^mit(ME) 

“ 2 ::;; 


Marrow (large) , 
Marrow (small) 

Mulukhiah 

Okra 

Orange 

Onion (dry) 

Sweet Melon .... 
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■■ Yemen (IY) 
Jeddah (SV) 
-Cairo (MS) 


AbuDhSiol 

•fcZ Dubni(EK) 

Amsterdam (KLj 


Pepper (hot) 
PcptMr(swccl) 
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Peaches 

Tomato 

String bents 

Watermelon ............ 
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police wait to question 
double murder witness 

By Kana Husseini iti« told the Jordan Times 
Special w the Jordan Times Tuesday. 

..niAW ■ d*i:« .T^-Y ^one of the con- 


tent Hafoz ^ i Special to the Jordan Tim< 

Sondav Ce L fje ^> AMMAN — Police are 
■Mb . who h ^ ;jraitiDg 1° ( C? st, °. n i . a 

nterna.j head fid woman who witnessed the 
e Gn?f ° na! W' - shooting of a married 
’ . H" of l -.couple in the Um Utheinah 
* ‘ , ai l( kr u-j,.,v neighbourhood of Amman 

”a' 3 ]?' drn «nte ■ " eany Monday morning, 
' AU S- 3. ihe ^ : jiftJiee and court sources 


Shipping agents await formal U.N. green light for Lloyds 
Verification regime expected to be launched Aug. 25 


the 'Oiiri" 1 -police and court sources 
no official L - a X 1 ' S Tuesday. 

“ an elite f 0 The wiiness, identified 
hc wurc^ .3$; mly as F.H.. 64, was 
1 . ^ nobody • .awatened by .the sounds of 
! 'nierrogbii' ; .am shots around dawn 
7 iniclli geilCc r c> ; Monday and surprised an 
it. Gen. HaiK. -- ■ assailant who bad shot her 
3 Muslim fnnw. r son, Rusbdi. H, 46, and his 

2 when more ; *ife A.H-M, 34, while they 

led. He akr ■ ' were asleep, according to 
ar. Gen atdhonties. 

n the Aiau- ar 1 Tbe assailant then shot 

ath panv P* witness ^ sca F! ed - 

one of i'hn - The witness is m cntical 

•r r.f ,u nc ^rr.. condition and could not be 
; en j. c . P^V questioned. 

, ' ,Jar i'-Wt: J According to the medical 


phone call dea. 


f — : ; — — 

Fuheisis feel slighted by governor’s decision 
to form committee, excluding founders 


, ' UJr hiiot- According to the medical 

- > unger A'.sad ’ report, the couple were shot 
'several tunes. 

.. “The witness received 
jJiiUFlB Cal|(jgj|. one bullet to the stomach 
bat survived, while her son 
on Mondaj .. ^nd his wife died minutes 
calls nude ihrousr after the shooting,” anthor- 

emces. The Mut . L 

,n a statement a..-.: _ . 

ESSfFuheisis 

ires will be tak-n V ' 

SS£to form c 

fbrergn compani* - . By Aw gham Tamimi 

t did not nic : Special to the Jordan Times 

snipantex and dou*. . 

:h illegal sen icti'V AMMAN — Fuheisis — 
inks and major err.* jium, women, and chil dren — 
in the local medi-^ wpre enraged Monday night 
face this vtith na-’ after hwmng the last decision 
>f the iliecal comi-J of Baiqa’ Governor Eid 
ringer on the mcr Qatamch to form a new hi gh- 
tin revenues io er committee of the Fuheis 
companies.” ; Festival without considering 
. -the original youth Organisers 

(bya celebration wbogave birth to the festival 

- five years ago and who work- 
vloiocco wiHbeiror' ed hard ot nurture it. 
overthrow nf Kjkv Three days' ago, the Baiqa’ 
Libyan leader Mb', governor Conned a new high- 
said on MandFj! er committee comprised of 
>f Libya'* Revoki dads of police departments 
il at tlie airponlKT-: fed representatives of the 
orocean tnonaiu* ! ministries of Finance and 
ms markine ik ' Culture, the Civil Defence 
t was ddiverecr;' Department (CDD), the 
nine Zeroua] jPfflPt of Fuheis, _and the 

rs of the Arafrw'tz: - 11 ' ... . zrr 

> with Libya. F (D ' 1 T M 


pje s children also woke up 
after hearing the shooting, 
ran after the suspect and 
saw him take his father's 
car to flee the scene. 

“The stolen vehicle was 
found the next day in A1 
Hashmieh area," the source 
said. 

Preliminary * investiga- 
tions indicated that robberv 
was not the motive in this 
case, “’because nothing was 
taken from the house.” 

“It seems that the 
assailant came for a par- 
ticular purpose, because 
nothing was missing from 
the ’house,” the source 
said. 

He’ suggested that the 
crime may be financially 
motivated.” He would hot 
elaborate. . 

The case is bjring handled 
by Prosecutor General 
Mohammad Bishrawi. 

The bodies of the de- 
ceased were transferred to 
A1 Bashir Hospital in Am- 
man. The witness is being 
treated at another hospital 


By a Jordan •Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Shipping Agents Association 
(JSAA) is expecting the final 
approval for an agreement 
between Jordan and Lloyds 
Register of London under 
which all incoming and out- 
going cargo would be 
observed at Aqaba port to 
check for violations of the 
international sanctions 
against Iraq. . 

A circular sent by the asso- 
ciation to all shipowners' and 
all other parties that deal 
with shipping to Aqaba said 
that under the agreement 
signed last mouth, Lloyds 
Register had set noontime 
Aug. 25 for the. launching of 
the verification* regime. 

Lloyds Register has “taken 
all necessary steps to be oper- 
ational by rhat time,' with a 
full team in Aqaba,” the 
association said in the 
circular. 

“As the situation stands 


today it appears that the Un- 
ited Nations organisation is 
fully aware of the capability 
of Lloyds Register to under- 
take this job at the specified 
date,” said the “tentative 
announcement.” 

However, the circular 
added, "we are now awaiting 
the final go-ahead, which is 
expected within the next few 
days.” 

“There is event reason to 
believe thai the go-ahead will 
be positive, but (we) regret 
that we can only advise at this 
point in time that ships arriv- 
ing at or after tbe said date/ 
time will have to enter Aqaba 
gulf at their own risk as far as 
compliance with the guide- 
lines id force goveming'stow- 
age of cargo containers.'* it 
added. 

Amin Kawar. chairman of 
the association, said the 
circular was being issued as a 
matter of routine~of advice to 
all parties concerned with 
shipping to Aqaba and 
emphasised that il was 


“tentative.’* 

“We are waiting for the 
U.N. approval which is ex- 
pected- to be in the form of 
’’taking note of the transfer 
of off-shore inspections to a 
land-based verification reg- 
ime.” Mr. Kawar told tlie 
•Jordan Times. 

Mr. Kawar noted that such 
a tacit approval from the 
U.N. Sanctions Committee 
would be along the same lines 
that the panel issued in the 
context of approving Iraqi oil 
supplies to Jordan. 

inere was no formal deci- 
sion issued by the Sanctions 
Committee explicitly stating 
that Jordan was allowed to 
import Iraqi oil. but the panel 
approved u in shrouded di- 
plomatic language “taking 
note" of the overland truck- 
ing of Iraqi crude to Jordan. 

Meanwhile, it was not im- 
inedately, dear whether the 
American-led warships pat- 
rolling the Red Sea outside 
the Gulf of Aqaba to enforce 
the sanctions against Iraq bv 


Fubeis Youth Chib (as com- 
mittee secretary), in addition 
to oilier official bodies. 

Fuheis residents are now 
waiting for tbe .festival to 
close in order to take steps to 
undo the governor's mea- 
sure, which they see as humi- 
liating to them and their five- 
year volunteer efforts. Other- 
wise, they say, they will stop 
any other festival from taking 
place in Fuheis.. 

On Fuheisi senior citizen 
angrily said, that if justice 
existed in the country, all 
Fuheisis and other Jordanian 
people would support each 
■other to confront this deci- 
sion by the governor. 

“Why have all die young 
people who were working 
day and night to bring -onr 
Festival to life .been, so 


ignored and so humiliated by 
their own governor,” said fee 


64-year-old woman. 

Muwaffeq Ziadat, a mem- 
ber at the Fuheis Youth 
Gob, was mafl describing 
bow unfair die last decision 
was. 

“There were 15 members 
in the Fuheis Club who spi- 
rited tbe festival five years 
ago. They worked hard at a 
time when the governor was 
resting at home. Now, and 
after festival became a dis- 
tinguished activity, and after 
its income began to cover its 
expenses, the government 
wants to interfere, and to 
deprive us of die simplest 
rights, that is, to have a role 
in the acting committee.” 

“Why. doesn't the govern- 
ment. start a new festival--. 


the first Salt festival or first 
Ramtha festival?” asked 
Ziad Sweis, one of the Fuheis 
Gub members.” Why are 
they planning to take away 
onr Sixth Fuheis Festival? 
The reason is simple. They 
realised how successful this 
year’s festival was and they 
hope to take their share out 
of its final income.” 

But Ramzi Madhain be- 
lieves that the festival should 
be administered by a higher 
committee since it began to 
receive people from all Arab 
and foreign countries. T am 
with the decision, but not 
with slighting die young peo- 
ple who introduced the 
Fuheis Festival to us for the 
first time,” said Dr. 
Madhain. 

Another club founder, 


t™« Uqaili, was in doubt 
talking about the issue. He 
was not sure whether the 
decision would serve their 
activities of destroy them. 
“We are planning to confront 
their plans if they work to 
bury our festival, but we are 
not going to object if they 
will support ns.” 

It has become a tradition 
that the Fnheis Folkloric 
Group performs during the 
finals of the festival and the 
people of Fuheis contribute 
as much as they can to die 
festival that night. 

But, if the festival becomes 
the sole domain of the gov- 
ernment, such a popular, 
family-like activity, say 
Fuheisis, may see its final 
curtain. 


itfOfl to Gas : By Ian Atafla 

'^Special fo the Jordan Times 
Zein Al AWcttk- '.AMMAN — The Royal 
'ia-.scr Araa._; Institute <rf Interfaith Stu- 
I not set a dale.'-. Sea, o rfy one and a half 
t io Mr. A ratal Jf-. months ofel, may prove to 
Palestinian ioki- ; 'bg a unique institute on the * 
of Lebanon. : international level, accord- 
' mg to one visiting Euro- 
into Israel sl«: pom professor. 

1111 : . “What is Singular about 

tion »'f Jtf** to; :tte religious institute is 

seven per cennnc-.; dm its collaborators are 
i official* '•a J “t from one angle frith.' 
the Comnion«i- : ! They are a mix of Christ- 
in Israel M‘f « ^ 'tans and Muslims, and in 
period 9 V fee future maybe even 
in charge of Jews,” Professor Albrecht 
ieni Yekfuel L^’ 1 . Hqfeo f Germany, who has 
..r t h,. ;aenr) i-.{ -written the introduction to 
V-ic ^pceiailvcfc-'' .the in stitute 's first official 

M2: *“ * Jor - 

l0n . i'ft tbeJ^ 'Moreover, he added, tbe 
M M°rinm and Christians on 
inp fee s*B oi the new re* 

nl . of JM .search institute were 
, "ii.-d ihc-1 accomplishing something 
’ hjl *' ’ | smgolar by “joining hands 

tea working together to 

rian treasurf — - 

■■■. H< 

dmissioo ‘ <. — 


‘Royal Institute of Interfaith ; Studies could prove unique’ 


Zein Al Aridrin!^ 
, Yavscr Araac 
I not set a djtc.c 
l io Mr. Arafoite 
Palestinian font:-' 
of Lebanon. 


conduct serious, objective 
re s e a rch in tins field.” 

The modest location df 
the institute, a back-alky 
office bwQding just off die 
Fourth Circle, seems to re- 
flect* the philosophies of its 
director, Frof. Kama! Saii- 
bi. 

“I believe that small is 
beautiful — we want this to 
develc^i into a serious 
academic institute with 
high prestige and credibil- 
ity worldwide, and wi 
don’t want publicity until 
our work begins to speak 
for itself,” Prof.* Salflri said. 

He explained that the. 
new institute had been 
born from a conviction held 
by His Royal Highness 
Gown Pltince Hassan, who 
is die patron of tbe project. 

Just as Islam has been 
the subject of academic 
study throughout the west- 
ern world, tbe Crown 
Prince felt, so h was neces- 
sary for the Abrahamic 


faiths of Christianity and 
Judaism to be the subject 
of serions studies by 
academics in thc -MusKm 
World, “especially as we 
have Christians who live 
here in the Arab coun- 
_ tries,” Prof. Sahbi said 

Although for now the 
institute wul be devoted to 
studying the history of 
Islanric-Christian relations 
and Christian minorities 
living in the Islamic World, 
“we also hope to eventually 
include Judaism in our re- 
search .and studies, if it 
becomes possible," said 
• Prof. Safifca. 

“Once again, the emph- 
asis will be on the history of 
Jewish' minorities in the 
Muslim World. It must not 
be forgotten, despite pre- 
sent circumstances, that 
Judaism enjoyed a golden 
age in tbe Middle Ages in 
Muslim Spain and Egypt.” 

Although the institute 
.may develop a graduate 
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students will be able to obtain fhem by the 
WI jjRtnM nf stale for ***** ^ scholastic year on Aug. 22. 

^A^lS^Talal Al Hassan Tuesday Dr- Hayasat said the department is prepared 
t I to mett any shortage m textbooks, adefing 

on the occasion that all education departments have received 

rthTKfeXJr five per cent mmSthan their needs of 
nd of bts tour of duty m the Kingdom. tecfl) ^ s> ^ ^ ^ of Education 

add Jofdin'i troops to Rwanda force 

JNITED NATIONS (Petra) — The since they are gbmg to be used by fellow 


fthe end of his tour of duty in the Kingdom: 

A to add Jordan’* troops to Rwanda force 

HE UNITED NATIONS (Petra) — The 


Nations Security Council has agreed students in the following scholastic year. 

WHAT’S GOING ON 


fuheis RFTH festival 

Cowcrt by Fubds at the main * Carfaatun: drawings exhibition by Imad 


3 ttvwtre, off fee Greek Orthodox Conveat at H^jjai. Efeh Mahmoud, and Khaldonn 

.j* 2b08. Gharaibeh. 

• |fr faMhittoa of Jordanian scrota, doc o- * ExhQdtloo of handicrafts. 

•V* annts* and books, V Comprehensive agricnlti 

w Abstract art exhibition by Salwa (heW for tbe first time wh 

* A uuatB, Darya Zetztib, NoAna Hattar, don of tiie private and p 


•ft' Comprehensive agricultural exhibition 
(held for the first time with the participa- 
tion of die private and public sectors). 


programme for students at 
Al al Bayt University. Prof. 
SaHbi stressed that for tbe 
present be was solely in- 
terested in focusing on a 
programme of research 
work through studies, pub- 
lications and seminars. 

Tbe institute is already in 
the midst of publishing its 
first project, a concise his- 
tory of Arab Christian 
communities of the Middle 
East with the introduction 
by Prof. Noth, and a library 
for researchers' to use is in 
the stages of compilation. 

The institute's field of 
work may inevitably bring 
it into the ever-emotional 
arena of turmoil and con- 
troversy which often sur- 
rounds interfaith relations 
and dialogues. 

However, Prof. Salibi 
emphasised that he was de- 
termined to stick to the 
brass tacks of pore, work- 
manlike academics. 

“We will not sit down 


Out of 
Africa 
comes a 
gallery of 

traditional 

aft 


Ry yjn gtmm Tamimi 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Africans- . 
Ivory Gallery Monday 
night was inaugurated here 
by Charge d'Affaires erf the 
South African Embassy A. 
B. Greenham. 

The gallery has on dis- 
play unique pieces of Afri- 
can artistic products, in- 
cluding wood carvings, 
carved bridal chests, bati- 
ques, hand- made jewel- 
lery, soap stone carvings 
and hand-made traditional 
garments, baskets and car- 
pets. 

The high-quality hand- 
icrafts exhibited were most- 
ly “made by African 
women and children from 
such countries as Tanzania. 
Kenya, Malawi, Zambia, 
and South Africa”, gallery . 
general manager Saleh 
Dabbakeh told the Jordan 
Times. 

Africana-Ivory is an 
attempt to introduce 


and waste our tune with 
frivolous questions, and we 
have no interest in getting 
involved in popular 
mythology,” be said. 

Prof. Noth wished his 
colleagues luck. “They 
have just begun, and 
whether this kind of re- 
search will be possible or 
not remains to be seen. Not 
just in the Middle East, but 
worldwide as well, the 
threat of interference is al- 
ways present.” 

However, Prof. Noth be- 
lieved that the new insti- 
tute's non-denominarional 
nature and mixed 
Christian-MusUm staff give 
it a vital asset which many 
such foundations lack. 

“Everyone here wants to 
be objective,” he said, 
“and they are not in- 
terested in conducting re- 
search to show that any one 
of the particular concerned 
religions is more true or 
valid than the others.” 



A wood carving, stand- 
ing about 30 centimetres 
in height, on display at 
the Africana-Ivory Gal- 
lery 

beautiful Africa and its 
heritage to the people and 
foreign community of Jor- 
dan. People throughout the 
Arab Worid.have m mind a 
stereotyped image of Afri- 
cans as starving, desperate 
and helpless people, said 
Mr. Dabbakeh. 

This idea does not reflect 
the reality of Africa’s day- 
to-day life, he said. “Afri- 
cans like other people are 
productive, hardworking 
and highly creative.” 

The display was an excel- 
lent representation of Afri- 
ca. “I feel as if at borne,” 
Mr. Greenham told the 
Jordan- Times. 

“The exhibits are typical 
across the continent. I 
would like to encourage 
other people in Jordan and 
elsewhere to erase the mis- 
perception of Africa. The 
art is an excellent way to 
express the culture and his- 
tory of one nation, and to 
exdiange it with other cul- 
tures.” 




Amin Kawar 


inspecting all Jordan-bound 
vessels would leave the area 
immediately after the Llovds 
Register presence takes 
effect . 

In principle, diplomatic 
sources said, the frigates 
would stop hailing and inter- 
cepting Aqaba-bound vessels 
as of noon on Aug. 25. But 


they could still hang around 
to ensure that no violation of 
the sanctions take place. 

According to Mr. Kjiwar 
many ships coming to Aqaba 
had to take an extra turnar- 
ound among Jeddah in Saudi 
Arabia, Hodeida in Yemen 
and Port Sudan to complv 
with the guidelines and re- 
quirements laid down by she 
inspectors aboard the frigates 
•enforcing the sanctions!" 

"The elimination of such a 
costly manoeuvre will contri- 
bute substantially to reducing 
freight for Aqaba-bound car- 
go,” Mr. Kawar told the Jor- 
dan Times, noting that im- 
porters were paying $500 ex- 
tra per 20-foot container and 
SI .000 per 40-foot container 
and Sl> per tonne of general 
cargo demanded bv shipow n- 
ers to make up for the delay 
and diversion. 

“Vessels will also be -able 
to use full capacity since car- 
go accessibility for high-sea 
inspections will no longer be 
a requirement .*' he said. 


Ni ghttn oe sailings will also 
be possible, Mr. Kawar said, 
referring to the practice of 
the inspectors to keep ships 
that arrive after sunset wait- 
ing overnight for inspections 
to" begin the next morning. 

Another expected change 
at Aqaba is the possible re- 
sumption of reeular sailings 
to tne port by shipping lines 
which suspended them" in the' 
face of the difficulties posed 
bv the inspections. Mr. 
Kawar said. 

However, he cautioned, “it 
will not be mean any boom in 
the flow of cargo through 
Aqaba.'" 

"For such an improvement 
there has to be an easing if 
not the lifting of the interna- 
tional sanctions against 
Iraq.” he said. 

In any event, the presence 
of the warships arc of little 
concern to Jordan since they 
arc and will be patrolling ora* 
outside the Kingdom’s 
sovereign territory and wa- 
ters, the diplomats noted. 


Anani briefs EU envoys 
on progress in peace talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of State for the Prime Minis- 
try Affairs and Information 
Jawad Al Anani 
Tuesday received tbe ambas- 
sadors of the European Un- 
ion (EU) member states in 
Jordan. 

Discussion at tbe meeting 
focused on bilateral relations 
between Jordan and the EU 
countries and means of en- 
hancing them in all fields. 

In a statement to the Jor-. 
dan News Agency, Petra, fol- 
lowing the meeting. Dr. Ana- 
ni said that he briefed tbe 
envoys on the Jordanian- 
Israeli negotiations and out- 
lined to them some economic 
issues of concern to Jordan 
and the EU. 

He said Jordan is now 
seeking to reduce its foreign 
debts and added that some 
EU countries such as the 
United Kingdom have re- 
sponded to Jordan’s request 
in this regard. 

He said he also discussed 
the issue of bolding an econo- 
mic conference in Casablanca, 
Morocco, in the future, 
raying Jordan win participate 
in the conference effectively 
and will offer papers on 
several economic projects 
that will need European 
financing and support in tedb- 
nical fields. 

Dr. Anani said the Royal 
Commission for Reform and 
Modernisation, which was 
formed recently under the 
chairmanship of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, was entrusted as part of 
its duties to define laws that 
should be amended so as to 


create a proper investment 
dimate in Jordan, provide 
job opportunities and de- 
velop the Kingdom’s econo- 
mic resources. 

He said Jordan will present 
at tbe Casablanca conference 
several working papers deal- 
ing with the investment cli- 
mate and related laws in the 


Tne Casablanca confer- 
ence, be said, might be a 
prelude to holding a more 
comprehensive conference in 
Amman next year. 

Tbe minister underlined 
the importance of the Euro- 
pean role in the Middle East 
multilateral talks, especially, 
in the economic working 
groups in the stage which will 
follow the peace process in 
terms of carrying out major 
projects in the fields of water, 
energy, railroad projects and 
others. 

He said Jordan is now re- 
considering changing the eco- 
nomic agreement with the 
EU to make it more compre- 
hensive and to enable Jordan, 
to benefit from .the EIJ mar- 
ket more than before. 

Also Tuesday Dr. Anani 
emphasised that the Jorda- 
nian economy will witness 
positive changes in light of 
the ongoing Middle East 
peace process and will be 
able to overcome problems 
that have faced it over tbe 
past few yearsl CSWk 

In a lecture delhneredat the 
Royal Police Academy. Dr. 
Anani said Jordan learned by 
experience that wars in the 
region and inter-Arab politic- 
al rifts have contributed to a 


large extent to the decline in 
the performance of the King- 
dom's economy and this was 
dearly manifested in tbe wars 
of 1948, 1967 and 1973. 

He said after the end of the 
Iraqi-Iranian war in 1988, the 
Jordanian economy showed a 
tangible decline which has led 
to a drop in the purchasing 
power of the dinar and a per 
capita income. 

In addition, Jordan was 
forced to halt several de- 
velopment projects in its 
five-year development plans, 
he said. 

Jordan, said Dr. Anani, 
has relied during the past 
years on exporting qualified 
workforce abroad and the ex- 
patriates' remittances used to 
amount to more than JD1 
trillion annually, accounting 
for about 30 per cent of tbe 
gross domestic product 
(GDP). 

According to the mnrister. 
these revenues dropped dras- 
tically following the Gulf cri- 
sis. 

Foiiowng the Gnlf war, um) 
Dr. Anani, Jordan started to 
adapt its economic conditions 
in a manner that would make 
it become as self-reliant as 
possible. 

Jordan had oMd a long 
distance in thii^^Bi and its 
success in ddJEEatJyas 
linked to several ba&jMac- 
tors, tbe most importS of 
which was raisiiferaHPaual 
productivity and m^Hoping 
the skills Of Jordanian labour- 
ers to be able to improve the 
quality of products and make 
them competitive locally and 
abroad. 


a long 
and its 
it *was 


ESCWA sponsors poster competition 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In an 
effort to focus attention on 
women’s issues through artis- 
tic means, the United Na- 
tions Economic and Social 
Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA) is sponsoring 
a poster competition for the 
npcoming Arab Regional 
Preparatory Meeting for the 
Fourth World Conference on 
Women, according to an 
ESCWA announcement. 

Open to young Arab 
women artists under the age 
of 35, the competition aims to 
come up with a poster that 
best embodies the themes 
and goals of the meeting by 
drawing on the artistic talents 
of Arab women, the 
announcement said. 

Artists should focus on tbe 
theme of the meeting — 
“Peace for the Advancement 
of Arab Women" — when 
making their posters. 

A United Nations commit- 
tee will be formed to judge 


the posters, and tbe winning 
poster will be adopted as the 
poster for die Arab Regional 
Meeting. 

The winning artists’ name 
will appear on tbe poster, and 
she will receive a comrnem- 
morative plaque. Also at the 
meeting, an exhibition of the 
remaining posters will be 
held. 

The Arab Regional Prepa- 
ratory Meeting for the Fourth 
World Conference on 
.Women will take place in 
Amman from Nov. 6 to 10, 
1994, under the patronage of 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basina, chairperson of the 
Jordanian National Commit- 
tee for Women. 

During the high-level .seg- 
ment of the meeting,' the 
Regional Plan of Action for 
Arab Women will be 
adopted. It will then be sub- 
mitted to tbe conference sec- 
retariat in New York, to 
serve as an input into the 


formulation of the draft Plat- 
form of Action for adoption 
at the Fourth World Confer- 
ence for Women. 

The conference, which will 
be held in Beijing in 1995, 
will review and appraise the 
advancement of women since 
1985 in light of the Nairobi 
Forward-Looking Strategies 
and will adopt a Platform of 
Action focusing on removing 
obstacles to the advancement 
of women. 

Among the critical areas of 
concern to be addressed at 
the conference are: 
awareness-building, decision- 
making. literacy, health, em- 
ployment, environment, 
poverty, violence, refugees, 
the effect of wars, and use of 
media. 

Tbe deadline for submis- 
sion of drawings is Sept. 30, 
1994. All submissions must 
be accompanied by a curricu- 
lum vitae and a recent photo- 
graph, according to ESCWA. 


Serb military urges attacks 


— said it would cut ail ties 
with the separatists. 

U-N. special, envoy 
Yasushu Akashi came to 
Sarajevo Tuesday to demand 
an end to the mainly Muslim- 
Bosnian army’s offensive 
against the rebel Serbs, which 
he said could undermine 
ongoing peace efforts. 

He arrived as tbe aid airlift 
fo Sarajevo resumed Tues- 
day, after the two sides prom- 
ised to end attacks on U.N. 
planes and signed a new 
agreement banning snipers, 
who resumed deadly attacks 
on civilians after a break of 
several months. 

“We expect progress step 


(Continued from page 12) 

by step,” Mr. Akashi said 
after talks with government 
officials. "Of course we 
would like to have rapid, 
radical progress but when 
that cannot be expected we 
want nevertheless to achieve 
small steps but in forward 
direction not backward.” 

Before entering meetings 
with Ejnp Ganic, a member 
of the collective Bosnian 
presidency, and minister for 
U.N. relations Hasan Mura- 
tovk, Mr. Akashi told jour- 
nalists tbe United Nations 
was “opposed to any offen- 
sive actions by any side" in 
the fighting. 

“We arc quite concerned 


(about tbe threat to peace 
efforts) and we are going to 
discuss the question of milit- 
ary stabilisation measures,” 
be added. 

The visit comes after two 
weeks of government army 
pressure on the separatist 
Serbs, supported by their 
new Croat allies in the Bos- 
nian federation and Croatian 
forces from Zagreb. 

Despite efforts to date by 
the U.N. Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) in Bosnia, 
the Sarajevo government has 
so far not signalled an end to 
the operation which marks its 
first success for some time 
against Seth forces. 
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State of emergency declared 


in Sri Lanka after polls close 


COLOMBO (AP) — Sri 
Lankans voted in a national 
election Tuesday, and the 
government immediately im- 
posed a state of emergency 
when the polls closed to 
avoid violence. 

In addition to the emergen- 
cy, which allows police to 
arrest and detain anyone 
without charges, the govern- 
ment also declared a 24-hoar 
curfew nationwide until Fri- 
day morning. 

Tamil rebels who apposed 
the election blew up a navy 
ship in northern Sri Lanka 
during the vote, and 25 minor 
clashes were reported be- 
tween rival party supporters. 


to take steps that the United 
National Party could end up 
rejecting. 

The Peoples' Alliance says 
it will choose its leader, 
Chandrika Kumaratunga, as 
prime minister, restructure 
the government to make her, 
not the president, the most 
powerful official, and bold 
unconditional talks with the 
rebels, who have been fight' 
ing for a Tamil homeland in 
Sri Lanka for 11 years. 


la diveis probably placed 
mines under the 4,000-ton 
navy surveillance that sank in 
Kankesanthurai Harbour 
along with a nearby tug boat. 

Two sailors were missing, 
and 33 others swam to safety 
after the explosion at dawn, a 
navy official said. 


the estimated 11 million vo- 
ters cast ballots in 10,000 
polling stations, the govern- 
ment said. Forty-five interna- 
tional election observers 
from countries such as the 
United States, Britain, 
France and India monitored 
the polls. 


But 24 people died in street 
fighting during the month- 
long campaign, and police 
expect more violence if the 
governing United National 
Party (UNP), which has 
been in povter for 17 years, 
loses. 

If the socialist Peoples' 
Alliance, a five-party opposi- 
tion coalition, wins control of 
parliament, it has promised 


As president. Dmgiri Ban- 
da Wijetunga, leader of the 
centrist United National Par- 
ty. has far more power than 
any other government offi- 
cial, and he can pick 
whomever he wants as prime 
minister, even if his party 
loses control of parliament. 

His party also has refused 
to negotiate with the Tamil 
rebels in a nation where 
many of the majority 
Sinhalese hate Tamils and 
deeply resent a guerrilla war 
that has killed 354,000 peo- 
ple. 

Naval officials said guerril- 


The harbour is controlled 
by the government but lo- 
cated in the rebel-held Jaffna 
peninsula, and few people 
were voting there. 

The guerrillas opposed the 
election, and they told the 
nation's Tamil minority to 
stay away from the polls. 


Despite many clashes dur- 
ing the campaign, and the 
fact that past ballots have 
been marked by fraud and 
voter intimidation, many 
people lined up outside poll- 
ing stations in schools and 
government offices at dawn 
Tuesday to cast their ballots. 


In Colombo, Prime Minis- 
ter Ranil Wickremasinghe 
said he was not surprised by 
the attack because the gov- 
ernment had intercepted 
guerrilla walkie-talkie mes- 
sages about a major assault. 


More than 40,000 police- 
men and thousands of gun- 
toting soldiers patrolled the 
streets Tuesday to prevent 
violence. 

More than 75 per cent of 


“I came here early because 
I didn't want someone else to 
cast my vote. ... It happened 
last time,” said Nainar 
Mohammad Gbani in Col- 
ombo. like all voters, Mr. 
Ghani walked out with his 
left pinky covered in indelible 
violet ink to prevent him 
from voting again. 


No complaints about elec- 
toral fraud were immediately 
reported. 



Sri r^ni»m Prime Minister Ranil Wick- shortly after parliamentary elections began 
remesingfae casts his vote at a polling booth (AFP photo) 


Suharto 
sets strict 
guidelines 
for 


openness 


JAKARTA (R) — President 
Suharto announced strict 
guidelines Tuesday for poli- 
tical openness in Indonesia, 
warning that without such 
limits there would be anar- 


ch & 


x Without rules and with- 
out their observance, what 
will emerge is anarchy, not 
democracy," Mr. Suharto' 
told the 500-member parlia- 
ment on the eve of the 49th 
anniversary of independence. 

“Any political aspirations 
are justifiable as long as they 
are presented through demo- 
cratic and constitutional 
means," he said in prepared 
remarks. 

Mr. Suharto, who came to’ 
power amid political chaos in 
the late 1960s and last year 
urged greater openness, was 
speaking after some of the 
worst student and labour un- 
rest seen in Indonesia in 


years. 

In June the government 
closed two popular news 
magazines and one tabloid 
paper, apparently because of 
their reporting of sensitive 
political issues, including the 
recent purchase of 35 ageing 
former East German 
warships. 

Late last year Muslim stu- 
dents staged the first demon- 
stration outside the presiden- 
tial palace in central Jakarta 
in protest against a state lot- 
tery that was later scrapped. 
In April, ethnically-charged 
labour rioting hit northern 
Sumatra. 

Muchtar Pakpahan, bead 
of Indonesia’s largest inde- 
pendent labour union, was 
detained by police Saturday, 
apparently in connection with 
April's inrest in which at least 
one ethnic Chinese business- 
man was killed. 

“What we really need is a 
responsible openness,," Mr. 
Suharto, a retired army 
general who has ruled the 
archipelago of about 14,000 
islands said. 

He equated political stabil- 
ity when economic develop- 
ment in die world’s fourth 
most populous nation and 
Asia ’s only member of the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 

“Our nation is so diverse 
The history of our develop- 
ment is still young. This 
makes us vulnerable, espe- 
cially against divisive ele- 
ments,” the 73-year-old 
Suharto said. 

“Differences of opinion 
are one of the characteristics 
of democracy. We must re- 
spect every opinion — even 
though different — as part of 
fundamental human rights. 

“But as a state under the 
law, even democracy has its 
rules,” Mr. Suharto told par- 
liament, comprising 400 
elected members and 100 
appointed by the armed 
forces. 

He made passing reference 
to the aimed forces, saying 
they “play quite a prominent 
role” in defence and security- 
Diplomats say Mr. Suhar- 
to, elected for a sixth five- 
. year term as president in 
March 1993, has bad to play 
off concerned generals, Mus- 
lim groups, dissident groups 
and others in the ethnically 
diverse nation since 1991. 


Mexican rebels closely 


watch presidential vote 


MEXICO CITY (AFP) — 
For the first time in modern 
Mexican history, presidential 
elections will be held under 
the watchful eye of leftist 
rebels who have threatened 
to unleash nationwide pro- 
tests if there is vote fraud. 

The Institutional Revolu- 
tionary Party (PRI) goes to 
the polls Sunday with the 
prospect of gaining less than 
50 per cent of the vote by the 
official tallay for the first time 
since it took control of Mex- 
ico in 1929 after a long and 
bloody civil war. 

But the PRI is still ex- 
pected to win. The patty’s 
candidate Ernesto Zedillo is 
leading die polls ahead of the 
conservative National Action 
Party's Diego Fernandez and - 
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas of the 
centre-left Party of the 
Democratic Revolution. 

A healthy portion of voters 
also believe that Mr. Carde- 
nas, the son of a legendary 
president and running third 
this year, actually won the 
1988 election rather than 
President Carlos Salinas. 

In addition to national and 
foreign observers, the Zapa- 
tista National Liberation 
Army, which took several 
southern Mexican towns on 
Jan. 1, has called from 
jungle stronghold for suppor- 
ters to vote against the PRI. 

The mostly Indian Zapatis- 
ta guerrillas began their fight 
to dislodge the PRI and the 
Salinas government the same 
day the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
went into effect linking the 
United Stastes, Mexico and 
Canada. 

The impact of this uprising 
— and the assassination in 
March of PRI presidential 
candidate Luis Donaldo Col- 
osio — forced the govern- 
ment to implement anti-fraud 
reforms that the opposition 
has been demanding for 
years. 

These changes include 
opening the ruling council of 
the Federal Election Insti- 
turte, which oversees ballot- 
ing, to non-PRI perssonel, 
the creation of a special pro- 
secutor to investigate elector- 
al fraud and widening opposi- 
tion access to the mass 
media. 

Several months ago. rebel 


leader Subcommandante 
Marcos threatenact a total 
war against the JrRI if the 
ruling party resoiftd to fraud 
to win, as the opposition 
alleged they have for years. 

But with two weeks to go 
before the vote, the rebels 
opted for a less violent 
strategy: A campaign of civil 
disobnedience that includes 
rallies, blackouts, boycotts of 
utility payments and a nation- 
al work stoppage. 

This new position grew out 
of the National Democratic 
Convention that some 6,000 
rebels and supporters held in 
the remote Lacandon jungle 
not far from the Guatemalan 
border early thi» month. 

Although the rebels had 
been expected to harden 
their line during the gather- 
ing, the ski- masked Marcos 
asked those attending to 
reach out to voters and create 
peaceful routes to convert 
Mexico into a democracy. 

But this does not mean an 
end to the growing violence 
in Mexico. 

There have been several 
news reports — denied by the 
government — that rebel 
groups are arming in- such 
diverse states as Oaxaca to 
the south and Puebla and 
Guerrero in the centre. Some 
are expecting attacks to begin 
on Aug. 21. 

There has been reports of 
an impending uprising in 
Chiapas prior to the New 
Year's Day attack but these 
were also denied by the gov- 
ernment. 

Marcos has also indicated 
that the Zapatistas are in 
touch with other rebels. 

“We have contacted these 
armed groups to give them an 
idea of what occurred here in 
this convention and to let 
them know that the revolu- 
tionary armies never attack 
those who they claim to rep- 
resent," he told reporters. 

But the PRI's biggest chal- 
lenge will be to win back the 
sceptics among the electorate 
at large. 

Critics still harbour bitter 
memories of the 1988 vote in 
which computers tallying bal- 
lots went down for seven days 
and then came back up to 
declare Mr. Salinas the win- 
ner — despite vociferous pro- 
tests from the opposition. 


Party of former dictator 
wins Guatemalan elections 


GUATEMALA CITY (R) 
— The party of former 
Guatemalan dictator Genera! 
Efrain Rios Montt, promising 
to stamp out crime and cor- 
ruption, swept to victory in 
Sunday’s congressional elec- 
tions, the Supreme Electoral 
Tribunal 


ty publicised scandals. 

Less than a quarter of tbe 
electorate voted in the elec- 
tions hailed by -President 
Ramiro De Leon as the “be- 
ginning of a new era” in 
Guatemalan politics. 


The Guatemalan Republi- 
rtyledby 


can Front (FRG) party i 
Gen. Rios Montt won 32 
seats in the reduced 80- 
member Congress, well 
ahead of its closest rival — 
the pro-business Party for 
National. Advancement 
(PAN) with 24 seats, tribunal 
Presi d e n t Mario Guerra said 
Monday. 


The victory of foe FRG, 
whose fundamentalist 
Evangelical leader is accused 
by human rights groups of 
killing thousands of Guate- 
malans after he seized dot 
in a coup in March 1982, is 
seen by some analysts as a 
return to Guatemala's dark 


The Christian Democrat 
Party trailed with 13 seats 
and other parties won tbe 
remaining 11 seats. Results 
mil be officially ratified later 
this week, Mr. Guerra told 
repor ters. 

Elections were called 15 
months early in a bid to purge 
the* Congress of corrupt 
members in the wake of high- 


“For me it is tragic that 
someone Hke the general has 
been elected,” political 
analysts Gabriel Aguilera 
told Reuters, j “ 


Although foe * new Con- 
gress wfll only bein office for 
little over a year, deputies 
may be required. to vote on 
legislation that would legalise 
a pending peace accord to 
end Guatemala's 33-year civil 


war. 


U.S. Senate continues health reform debate 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Senate faced all -nigh t sea- 
sons on health reform Tues- 
day as a group of moderate 
Republicans and Democrats 
searched for a bipartisan 
agreement that could bridge 
the gap between deeply di- 
vided lawmakers. 

The Senate Tuesday en- 
tered its seventh day of de- 
bate on the complex health 
reform plan by Senate major- 
ity leader George Mitchell 
having yet to vote on a single 
amendment as Republicans 
insisted on airing their views 
in a steady stream of 
speeches. 


In an effort to prod Repub- 
. Mitchell 


licans. Sen. 
threatened to keep the Sen- 
ate in session around tbe 
dock until votes are allowed. 
If Republicans yield, the First 
Amendment the Senate 
would vote on would require 
private health insurers to cov- 
er preventive care for pre- 
gnant women and babies. 

Meanwhile, members of 
die bipartisan group, who call 

themselves the ‘‘main- 
stream,” worked to complete 
a compromise initiative they 
hoped to outline to Sen. 
Mitchell possibly as early as 


Tuesday. 

They have not spelled out 
their plan but have said they 
want to reshape the pending 
Mitchell bill to include 
medical malpractice and less 
government spending while 
relying less on bureaucracy 
and more on market forces to 
contain costs. 

“We are light years away 
from Senator Mitchelti,” said 
Senator John Danforth, a 
Missouri Republican. He said 
the mainstream’s ideas woqld 
“not frighten” people. 

Much of the debate has 
been dominated by partisan 
bickering. 

The Democrats sought to 
paint die Republican plan as ‘ 
a half-hearted effort that 
does nothing for 39 million 
uninsured Americans. Re- 
publicans encounter that the 
Democratic plan will create 
huge new government 
bureaucracies and cost tax- 
payers billions of dollars. 

“The Senate is divided 
over health care reform,'’ 
said Senator John Rockefel- 
ler, a West Virginia Demo- 
crat who is a strong ally of 
President B£D Clinton and his 
effort to pass health reform 
that covers all Americans. 


Meanwhile, President 
Qinton, flanke d by three re- 
latives of recent murder vic- 
tims, stepped up efforts Mon- 
day to win approval for an 
anti-crime bm unexpectedly 
rejected by Cotigress last 
week. 

Mr. Clinton called for a 
fresh vote on the crime- 
fighting package in the House 
of Representatives, adding 
that he wanted no more de- 
lays from legislators. 

“We have to face the find 
that we have the highest mur- 
der rate in the world,” Mr. 
Clinton said. “There should 
be no more excuses.” 

The crime package in- 
cludes a ban on 19 types of 
assault weapons, funding to 
boost die number of police- 
men patrolling streets by 
100 , 0)0 and tougher sent- 
ences for third-time violent 
offenders. 

The bill was defeated on a 
procedural matter in a vote 
tha t carmed months of in- 
tense lobbying by tbe nation’s 
top gun lobby, the National 
Rifle Association (NRA). 

Mir. Clinton received back- 
ing for his bid to pass the bill 
from the president of a police 


associatio n, Dewey Stokes, 
who said at a White House 
ceremony that the weapons 
ham was a “non-oegotiable 
item” in the crime-fighting 

package- . . . 

His remarks were echoed 
by White House spokes- 
woman Dee Dee Myers who 
Mid the administration was 
hnlrihng talks with Congress 
to “see if there are changes 
we «»n make that don’t com- 
promise the president's bot- 
tom line.” 


The White House is eight 
votes short of winning 
approval for the crime bill 
that has been staunchly 
opposed by Republicans ana 
several Democrats who argue 
it will raise taxes more than it 
will fight crime. 


The bill was stopped 
Thursday by a margin of 225 
to 210 on a procedural mo- 
tion that kept it from coming 
to the Horae floor. 

Mr. Qinton stressed that 
partisanship should '.not be a 
factor in voting on the crime 
bOl. There should be no 
more discussion as to 
whether it is a Democratic 
bffl, a Republican bill or a 
Qinton bill,” be said. 


Woodstock party is over, but stragglers remain 


SAUGERTEES, New York 


(AP) — The muddy fields of 


Woodstock looked like the 
place where lost socks go to 
die. 

Tattered shoes, bottles and 
cans, pillows, blankets, raw 
hot dogs, lawn chairs, sleep- 
ing bags and even tents also 
remained Monday. So did a 
few thousand stragglers who 
scavenged for souvenirs and 
tried to prolong the party. t 

About 350,000 people 
came to tbe three-day rock 
festival. Some fans 
threatened to stay a few days 
longer, but authorities tried 
to give them a gentle nudge 
so tbe site could be cleaned. 
The air was filled with the 
rank odor of rotting food and 
overflowing toilets. 

“We're going to try to get 
to everyone and remind them 
that foe concert is over,” said 
state police Lt.-Col. James 
O'Donnell. 

A cleanup crew of 250 peo- 
ple already was picking 
through the 350-hectare (850- 
acre) concert site when Peter 
Gabriel dosed tbe show ab- 
out 1:40 a.m. Monday, prom- 
oters had no estimate of how 
long the cleanup would take. 

People living near the site 
scooped up abandoned camp- 
ing equipment, saying they 
would use it themselves or 
sell it. Others grapped every- 
thing from muddy clothing to 
the mud itself. 

A crowd gathered around a 
broken box of leftover 
Woodstock programmes, 
that apparently had fallen off 
a truck. People left with 
armloads of the slick publica- 
tions that had been selling for 
$15 each. 

Sergio Tamayo of Los 



Greenland 
premier treated 
for alcoholism 


COPENHAGEN (AFP) — 
Lars Emil Johansen, the 
prime minister of Greenland, 
is being treated for alcohol- : 
ism at an undisclosed site, the 
Danish newspaper Extra Bal- 
det reported Monday. Mr. 
Johansen, 47, said in a July 3 . 
interview with the newspaper • 
that he had “a serious prob- 
lem with alcohol.” “Many 
are prisoners of this problem, 
a taboo subject, and the first 
step toward a solution is to 
recognise it yourself," he 
said. Tbe newspaper said he 
would undergo a six-week 
treatment. 



Jesus was not 
crucified — - 
former 
U.K. minister 


LONDON (AFP) — Jesus ; 
was not crucified by the Ro- ^ 
mans, but stoned for blas- 
phemy by the Jewish author- * 
fries, according to a forth- -» 
coming book by former Con- 
servative Minister Enoch !, 
Powell, the Independent re- ~ 
ported Tuesday. Mr. Powell . 
is also said to claim the Ser- • 
mon on tbe Mount was never : 
delivered as we have it and 
that when Jesus praised “the - 
poor” and “children”, he was ' 
speaking allegorically of , 
Gentiles. Mr. Powell, afro _ 
was professor of Greek at “ 
Sydney University by the age ' 
of 25, announced the conclu- 
sion in notes and preface to a 
new translation be has made “ 
of St. Matthew’s Gospel „ 
which will be published by t 
Yale University Press next 
month. Most scholars of all : 
denominations believe the , 
Gospel of Mark was the first : 
to be written. But accortfing ‘ 
to the paper, Mr. Powell 
grounds his closely argued . 
case on a belief that Matth- 
ew’s is the first of the four 
Gospels to have been' writ- 
ten, and that Mark and Luke , 
derive from it. 
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Scher said he expected a 
“record-setting” perform- 
ance, but wouldn't say what 
he meant. 

The concert also was 
filmed for a documentary, 
and A And M Records will 
release a two-CD set of con- 
cert highlights in November. 

Polygram officials re- 
portedly patrolled the site's 
outskirts, confiscating boot- 
leg merchandise. 

Promoter s deflected ques- 
tions about the possibility of 
another Woodstock. But 
whatever they decide, it may 
not be the last time music is 
heard on the 350-hectare 
(850-acre) piece of land 
where the show was held. 

There has been a push 
locally to buikl a permanent 
performing arts centre there. 
That is an alternative to con- 
troversial plans to turn foe' 
site into a huge landfill. 

The joke Monday was that 
the dump was already there, 
with sleeping bags, tents, bot- 
tles and blankets strewn 
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. across the property. 

ids of stragglers. 


Alan Bulla:, a tourist from Australia, wakes up late hi front 
of the "rate stage at Woodstock ’94 to Etod that almost 
everyone has left. Tbe three day rock festival fhxished In the 
early hours of Monday as thousands of people negotiated 
mud, crowds, and traffic to get home (AFP photo) 

wucu everything is done, to 
be profitable, said Gary 
Bongionvanni, publisher of 
Pollster, a concert industry 
trade publication. 

The partnership that put 
on the 1969 show — Michael 


Angeles had an array of mud- 
dy TV * • 


T-shirts spread out on a 
blanket. He found them amid 
the debris at abandoned 
campsites. 

“They’re souvenirs for 
friends I couldn't afford to 
buy gifts for,” Tamayo said, 
wiping foe caked mud off an 
unopraed can of Budweiser 
that he had dug out of tbe 
ground. “Now I can give 
them something I found at 
Woodstock.” 

Despite tbe similarities be- 
tween Woodstock *94 and the 
original weekend of peace 


and love, promoters expect 
the aftermath to include at 
least one big difference: 
Money in their pockets. 

Promoter John Scher, 
president of Polygram Diver- 
sified Entertainment, said 
Monday that organisers anti- 
cipate a “modest profit" from 
the three-day show. He 1 
would not estimate an 
amount, but put expenses at 
more than $30 mfllion. 

An estimated 350,000 peo- 
ple attended 1 the. show Satur- 
day. before heavy rain and 
mud thinned ont tbe crowd 
Sunday. Mr. Scher estimates 
about 200,000 tickets were 
sold -at $135 apiece. That' 
alone would make $27 mil- 
lion for the partnership be-' 
tween Polygram and the 
three promoters of the origin- 
al Woodstock. 

“I would think that foe 
show certainly has potential , 


Lang. Joel Rosenma- and 
John Roberts — later de- 
clared brankruptcy. 

Finances for the 25th 
anniversary show may take 
some time to shake out be- 
cause of the variety of side- 
line products, such as spon- 
sorships and merchandising 
material, Mr. Scher said. 

“If you call my office in a 
few months and I’m still 
there, you'll know I turned a 
profit," the veteran promoter 
joked. 

Final estimates were not in 
of how many people paid 
$49.95 to see th entire show 
on pay-per-view TV. One 
day's worth of music also was 
available, for $34.95. Mr. 


Thousam 
gently prodded by author- 
ities, packed up their tents 
and sleeping bags and moved 
on. 

Two deaths were reported 
at the show, and two women 
died in a car crash on their 
way home. Authorities said 
arrested 24 people and tre- 
ated nearly 4,000 for mostly 
minor injuries. 

Mike Dirot, bassist for the 
punk band Green Day. dam- 
aged three teeth and injured 
his arm after being tackled by 
a security guard Sunday dur- 
ing an on-stage mudfight with 
the crowd, according to a 
release by the band's label, 
Warner Brothers. 

A bus carrying security 
workers from the Woodstock 
reunion collided Monday 
with three tracks in an acci- 
dent that left 25 injured in- 
cluding one critically, police 
said. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indi- 
an parliament took a break 
Tuesday from every day busi- 
ness to discuss the rejection 
last week of 250,000 locally- 
made skirts by foe United 
States on grounds that they 
were too dangerous for wear. : 

Textile Minister G. Venk- , 
ataswamy told parliament’s a 
upper house that he would • 
call a meeting of textile ex- 
porters soon to discuss Fri- 
day’s rejection by the U.S. ■ 
government of 250,000 ! 

Indian-made fayon skirts. I 
Tbe recall of the garments.; 
from American retailers • 
nationwide follows U.S. Con- ' 
sumer Product Safety Com- ' 
mission’s allegations that a., 
fire started by a single match ^ 
could consume one of the ~ 
gauzy skirts within three n 
seconds. Mr. Venkataswamy 
said be was not aware of any \ 
injuries: anywhere in the world ~ 
to those wearing made-in - ^ 

India rayon skirls. “Indian 
skirts have become very 4 
popular in the U.S.,” the “ 
minister said, adding that.j 
America’s skirt market im- V 
ported $33.33 million worth .; 
of such garments from India 
in 1993-94. The rejected skirts s 
sell for between $16 and $80, 
and most are marked “Made,* 
in India.” “India has nothing „• 
to fear,” Mr. VerintasHamy - 
said as members from Prime - 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao’s ruling Congress (I) „ 

Party urged the government - 
to take up the issue with the n 
Clinton administration in? ssT' 1 * ’ 
Washington. The U.S. con- J $ . W 01 ’“. :s 

sumer commission has- wr 1 " b.. 
asserted that even a lighted ■ 
cigarette can set these skirts 1 
on fire. “If you have it don’t 
wear it..” commission chief 
Ann Brown was quoted as 1 
saying in Indian newspapers, ’ 
one of which dubbed the "■ 
skirts as “too hot for Amer- ' 
icans to handle." 4 
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Lion hunt 
reported near 
Niagara Falls 



SV' 


Twelve people were tre- 
ated and released and foe 
others were taken to hospit- 
als with various injuries. 

The bus was travelling 
from Saugerties, New york to 
Chicago when it slammed 
mt °. a P ,!eu P 95 kilometres 
northwest of Pittsburgh 


NIAGARA FALLS, Canada „ 
(AFP) — Two adult African _ 
lions escaped from a bam and • 
roamed a highway near, . 
Niagara Falls until tiny were 
recaptured by authorities,, 
police said. The owner of the ; 
giant felines had boarded - 
them in a barn in rural . 
Niagara Falls where it was , 
legal to do so, police said. ■ 
Specialists dispatched to 1 be 
highway had no trouble trao- 
the animals and , 
picking them up, said* 
Sergeant Bob Ciupa, saying 
the lions were extremely 
docile. Law enforcement au- 
thorities were forced to dose ■ 
two kilometres of highway 
while the antmaU were 
recaptured. 
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Rwandan ?;: ; i refugees cross a bridge from the Rwandaniown of Cyangugu to the Zairean border town of Bukavu (AFP 
I Mb) 


s*£SS : China foils North Korean plot Marshall 

! the Str- -K i •■■■■ TT b ' •*■ v , UUnrlA 


£}£p : ^ Kim Young- Sapi - report Islands 

“children", he HONG KONG (AFP) — mentation of the guarantees dozens injured in clashes with volunteer 

allegorically 0 j Q®® Anled an alleged plot accord — coded language for riot police, police said Tnes- 


Jesus praised 

“children", he 1 HONG KONG (AFP) — 

allegoricallv 0 i Gw * 3 ^nted an alleged plot 
Mr. Powell, 'who by North Korea to assassin- 
ssor of Greek v *** Sooth Korean President 
tiversity by the eq Km Young-Sam daring his 
Junced the coDd'n. w* to Cbioa last year, a 
es and preface to Hong Kong-based monthly 

ation he has mat m^goine said Tuesday, 
iatthew’s Gospel ^ ina * s intelligence ser- 
be published rices uncovered Pyongyang’s 
/ersitv Press oat > P * 01 to mDR ' er Mr. Kim in 
ost scholars of jg I r ^ Hisal ** Beijing’s derision 
ions believe tvj to establish diplomatic rela- 
Mark was the fc tkaswitfa Seoul in 1991, said 
en. But accord 22mt S Zirong, a Beijing Uni- 

iper p 0 3 versity international relations 

is closely areut] j**™?- “ “ ar ^ de / “. tbe 
belief that Mart tee ^. i ssge of. the : Cfama- 
5 first nf rhi* tt watdnn g magaan e Contem- 


pt scholars of al 
:ions believe tin 
Mark was the fc 
cn. But aceortfiju 
iper, Mr. Powt-: 
is closely arpu; 
belief that Manr- 
5 first of the fcc 
> have been 
at Mark and Lu- 
ll it. 


poraxy. 

His artide said the plot was 
uncovered in May 1993. 


-HI (AFP1— ln& 
tent took a bra 
om every day te 
scuss the rejecas. 
of 250,1100 kxsfi y- 


a,,u LBE uncovered in May 1993. 

£ Mr. Kim was in Beijing in 

_p:_i March last year and again in 

SKliiS March tins year, but is not 

I for U,S. 1 brown to have visited China 
j. m May last year. 

Mr. Zhang, quoting refi- 
HTtaFui-foS. able sources, said Pyongyang 
-Hi (AFP) tot had sent three women spies 
lent took a to jq cany the 

om every day to aaua j iai fy mi but they were 

S 1 ” o h itfio e 5' ? wai ? ed £ y ^ State 

of ~50,UUU kxafc Security Bureau, 
ts by the UidkJ £ He said China's action had 
grounds mst to prevented another “Rangoon 
angerous for wet Incident,” a reference to the 
[inister G. '™' bomb blast in the Burmese 
told pariiMj capital in October 1983 which 
ise that he w®- , killed 18 hiah-nixildng visiting 
sting of textile a - 1 South KoSoffidlls. 8 
on to discuss R-f Mr. Zhang is believed to 
ertion by the W - be the first Chinese expert to 
ent of refer publicly to a North Ko- 

ide rayon shit rean attempt on Mr. Kim's 

i 0 f the garrne® life, although there have 

lerican retails been unconfirmed rumours 
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! by a single mac 
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of such a plot. 

.duct Safety C® ‘ Meanwhile the In tern a- 
al legations that > tioual Atomic Energy Agen- 

j bv a single ma® cy (IAEA) said Tuesday it 
sufne one of® hoped to restart all its inspec- 
ts within ib* dons in North Korea follow- 
lf Venkataswa 1 ; ing die ^remnent reached 
snot aware of bttween the United States 

-o.hr re in the ^ and North Korea in Geneva 

wearing tnadef Saturday. 
in skirts. "In® lii a statement published 
ve become «? here the IAEA said it wri- 
the U.S.“ * ®°®ed tire accord rigned by 

adding & *he two powers Friday on 
ifci’rt market sp North Korea’s susprecied nuc- 
, « million *e»l«ogramme. 

from In the accord. North Korea 

rejected*' ^teed to remain a member 
1 „ ci n and ^ <tf the international Nuclear 

WCe °orfced "M^ Non-Pixrfiferation Treaty and 

ire marKc ^ ^ -h .i : i- 
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said it would allaw the imple- 


mspecnons. 

“The agency assumes that 
this undertaking will mean 
discontinuing current restric- 
tions on the activities of its 
inspectors,” in the country, 
the statement said. 

The agency had already 
Saturday welcomed the 
accord but said that much 
more work remained to be 
done before suspicions over 
North Korea's nuclear prog- 
ramme could be laid to rest 

IAEA inspections have so 
for been limited to the ex- 
perimental five-megawatt 
reactor at Yongbyon, the 
stockpiling of 8,000 fed rods 
withdrawn from there in 
June, and a fuel reprocessing 
centre also at Yongbyon. 

The agency hopes now it 
can broaden its infections to 
cover the other five of the 
seven nuclear rites declared 
by North Korea, the agency 
spokesman Hans-Friedrich 
Meyer said. 

In a separate development, 
top officials in Seoul said 
South Korean reactors are 
virtually certain to be chosen 
in any deal to replace North . 
Korea’s old graphite-bpsed 
nuclear power stations: 

“North Korea has agreed 
to let the United States make 
the selection and South 
Korea and the United States 
have already reached an 
understanding to choose, the 
South Korean mocfels,” 
Foreign Minister Han $uhg- 
Joo mid. 

“In reality, there is no 
other alternative for the 
North than to accept South 
Korean models,” Mr. Han 
was quoted as saying by 
South Korea’s Youhap News 
Agency while in Oslo. 

The Han statement was 
backed by a spokesman of 
the ruling Democratic Liber- 
al Party here. 

Over 2,000 detained 
in. Seoul 

South Korean police 
rounded up some 2,400 peo- 
ple during and after last 
week’s North Korean- 
inspired rallies across the 
country which also .,16ft 


dozens injured in dashes with 
riot police, police said Tues- 
day. 

The police picked up a 
total of 2,394 persons from 
Friday through noon Tues- 
day, most of them radical 
students and dissidents 
around rally sites in Seoul 
and other provincial cities. 

Those arrested, more than 

1.000 of them taken is on the 
last day of the rally Sunday, 
were placed in custody for 
questioning, Yonhap News 
Agency said. 

In Seoul, a total of 105 
raHiers were detained around' 
tfae Seoul National University 
campus overnight, where 
police helicopters sprayed a 
concentrated version of H- 
d trifled teargas which left 
deep bums on demonstra- 
tors, to disperse a crowd of 

10.000 preparing to hold a 
“pan-national” rally. 

Yonhap said four had been 
formally arrested for violat- 
ing tiie strict National Secur- 
ity Law, 47 had been referred 
to summary courts and 891 
had been set free. 

But 1,444 were still being 
questioned, the agency said. 
The southeastern port of 
Pusan, South Korea's second 
largest city after Seoul, 
accounted for 546 people net- 
ted in the roundup. 

The government is deter- 
mined to root out campus 
radicalism “at whatever 
cost,” a top government offi- 
cial said Tuesday. 

Home Minister Choik 
Hyong-Woo made the dec- 
laration after dis cussing with 
senior law enforcement offi- 
cials on weekend dashes. 

“The government will nev- 
er tolerate violence challeng- 
ing law and OTder and will 
root it out at any cost,” Mr. 
Choi said. 

Chief presidential spokes- 
man Choo Don-Shik said 
Tuesday that the gov e rnment 
would deal strictly with any 
students involved in the 
weekend violence. 

“It is President Kim' 
Young-Sam’s belief that 
there should be no forgive- 
ness concerning violence, in 
any form, that destroys 
democracy,” Mr. Choo told 


‘Pilots argument caused KAL crash’ 

SEOUL (R)— An argument flight from Seoul last Korean co-pilot Chur 
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ine Cong ** 55 L. SEOUL (R) — An argument 
H the aoveft^L' between the Canadian pilot 
the issue >■ South Korean co-pilot is 
»dminis* rat i°V m tbou 8 ht to have caused the 
„ The U -S- ® crash'd! a Korean Air lines 
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Airbus last week, a Tr 
NBnistey report said Ti 


The Airbus 300-600R 
crabed on landing at the 
tourist island of Cfaeju after a 


flight from Seoul last 
Wednesday, but all 160 peo- 
ple on board managed to 
escape tfae burning plane be- 
fore it exploded into a huge 
fireball. 

The ministry report said 
analysis of the cockpit voice 
recorder and flight data re- 
corder showed the Canadian 
pilot Barry Woods and South 


to be 
nuclear 
dump 

BRISBANE, Australia (AP) 
— The Marshall Islands were 
ravaged by U.S. nuclear tests 
from 1946 to 1962. Now the 
president is offering nuclear 
waste and warheads. 

Environmentalists are agh- 
ast and neighbouring coun- 
tries are mystified. 

“It is a crazy idea,” said 
Bunny McDiaimid, a cam- 
paigner with Greenpeace. 
“The island countries have 
fought for years to be 
nuclear-free. The Marshalls 
know better than anyone else 
the dangers of nuclear mate- 
rial.” 

Some of the archipelago, 
3,840 kilometres (2,400 
miles) sootwest of Hawaii, 
remains highly radioactive 
frm the explosions, which in- 
cluded the first hydrogen 
bomb blast. 

But President Amata 
Kabua is willing to sacrifice 
one contaminated island, 
leasing it for waste storage 
and disposal. He believes the 
revenue would pay for the 
rehabilitation of other 
radioactive islands, which 
could then be resettled by 
their former owners, many of 
whom have cancer and other 
illnesses related to radiation. 

A huge problem for the 
rest of the world would be 
solved at the same time,” Mr. 
Kabua argues. 

“Let us together regard 
this prospect as a glimmer of 
hope for mankind’s salvation 
from nuclear dangers,” he 
told a meeting of Pacific lead- 
ers in Brisbane earlier this 
month. 

Mr. Kabua has ordered an 
investigation into whether 
strict international environ- 
— mental, economic and tech- 
ness concerning violence, in nical requirements could be 
any form, that destroys met. An exact site has not yet 
democracy,” Mr. Choo told been chosen. 

re porters. Two neighbouring island 

l T /twncli 5 countries, Kiribati and the 

LL/ VI dSMLl Federated States of Mio- 

„ , „ - ronesia, have criticised the 

Korean co-pilot Chung Chan- proposal. Other members of 
Kyu argued as they brought the 15-nation South Pacific 
the plane mto Cheju Airport Forum are quietly hoping the 


during a rainstorm. 

Pojice said last week that 
Capt. Woods bad accused 
Mr. Chung during their in- 
vestigations of trying to man- 
ipulate the control column 
while he was landing. 


Khasbulatov calls on Dudayev to go 


3 ' TOLSTOV-YURT, Russia 

ijflt (AFP) — Former Russian 

j parfiamentaiy Speaker Rus* 

BlC' tan Khasbulatov has called on 

a Fail® jhe breakaway republic’s 
/W * Cader Dzhokhar Dudayev to 
AFAU^lffo S ® 1 and urged fresh par- 
I>v 0 add* ' jj* haawntaiy elections to end 
j from a b cwmtty’s political crisis. 

„ Mr. Khasbulatov, who re- 

a iu until J“ r ned to his native 

f hv aUth °!lS Qlec **nya last week, also 
tor the post of a presi- 
'„h«d ***5 dent to be soaped and free 


lage, 20 kilometres (12-5 
miles) northwest of the capit- 
al, Grozny. 


a general mobilisation of 
some 600,000 men to counter 
the invasion threat. 


But analysts said the move 
.He w o° gypon for to. ahned at nem- 


had , pL -uj “at to be scrapped and free 
I,e harJ i i * 1 ^ Parfiamentaiy elections to be 
a .. a ,herC 11 peki in October or Novem- 

al,s nolicf % taer. ' 

°j-Sar 5 «d "The only solution to the 

J fonffict is far Dudayev to 
ad h n ani^ s 5l !? We ’ M Mr. -Khasbulatov told 


view that General Dudayev 
should open talks with the 
conntry’s opposition 
groups,” Mr. Dudayev un- 
ilaterally declared independ- 
ence from Russia in tire au- 
tumn of 1991, a move Mos- 
cow has refused to recognise. 

On Sunday Mr. Khasbula- 
tov said that he had won an 
agreement from - several 
armed opposition groups to 
refrain from hostilities. 

Tensions are already run- 
ning high amid rumours of an 


J h Ci» P 9 ’ 2# 5? m market town. He of £e tiny breakaway Muslim 
S^applMded with cn«of repubh'^ whidi has a popula- 

/efe'V by a crow- S of U miBion. 

ercf° rc Thifi He made his cafl during a )*v. Dudayev declared 
of .represenad™ 




TtS Chechen regions who Chedben airepat^to ito P[ ( 


rahring Mr. Dudayev's inter- 
nal opposition, which 
announced early August that 
it had overthrown bun. 

Protected by a group of 
around 25 men armed with 
Kalashnikov assault rifles and 
grenades, Mr. Khasbulatov 
called for the presidency to 
be scrapped and replaced by 
a parliamentary and local 
council system. __ 

~ Mr. Kfiastuiatov called for 
an enquiry into the handling 
of the economy since Mr. 
Dudayev took power in 1991, 
amid widespread allegations 
of corruption in the tiny oil- 
rich state. 

Despite its mineral wealth 
many public sector em- 
ployees have not been paid in 


investigation will find the 
plan impractical. 

The forum, which groups 
island states with Australia 
and New Zealand, declared 
their territories and waters a 
collective nuclear-free zone 
in 1985. 

For years the forum casti- 
gated France for testing nuc- 
lear weapons in French 
Polynesia. The tests were sus- 
pended in 1992. It is also 
drafting a treaty to ban 
dumping radioactive and che- 
mical waste in the region by 
1996. 

Mr. Kabua hopes the 
nuclear repository proposal 
can be exempted from the 
ban. 

Australia, which domin- 
ates the South Pacific econo- 
mically and politically, is 
trying to cleanup hundreds of 
square miles (kilometres) of 
its own outback contamin- 
ated by British nuclear tests 
in the 1950s. 

It hasn’t directly com- 
mented on the Marshalls' 
idea, although officials pri- 
vately doubt it will get off the 
ground. 

The Marshall Islands is a 
collection of 34 islands with 
more than 50,000 people. It’s 
one of the world's poorest 
nations with few resources 



Aid group says Rwandan Hutu 
refugees cluster on border 


KIGALI (R) — Rwandan 
Hutus in a French army "safe 
haven” are massing on the 
border with Zaire days be- 
fore the French withdraw, 
creating a new humanitarian 
nightmare for helpless aid 
workers. 

A Med coins Sans Fron- 
tiercs (MSF — Doctors With- 
out Borders) team counted 

25.000 people reaching the 
frontier town of Cyangugu 
Monday, spokeswoman 
Samantha Bolton said Tues- 
day. 

“MSF has the impression 
there is not much we can do 
to stop the movement,’’ said 
Ms. Bolton, signalling the 
growing despair of aid agen- 
cies already struggling to 
cope with about 2.7 million 
Rwandan refugees outside 
the devastated nation's bor- 
ders. 

“We have to be there to 
prepare for the influx and as 
yet there are no sites pre- 
pared in Cyangugu." 

Ms. Bolton said between 

2.000 and 5,000 people were 
crossing the frontier into the 
Zairean town of Bukavu each 
day but most were jamming 
themselves up against the 
border on the Rwandan side. 

Hutus started moving from 
deeper inside the safe haven 
towards Zaire last week, 
driven by a fear that the 
pull-out of French troops 
from Operation Turquoise by 
next Monday will signal an 
invasion of mainly Tutsi guer- 
rillas who have taken the rest 
of Rwanda. 

Fear of the Rwanda Patrio- 
tic Front (RPF) is being 
stoked among the Hutus by 
militiamen, soldiers and offi- 
cials from the defeated for- 
mer Hutu government, Ms. 
Bolton said. 

Hie common rumour is 
that the RPF are butchering 
Hutus. The U.N. is investi- 
gating reports of abuses by 
RPF soldiers but says there u 
no evidence of a pattern. 

By contrast, the former 
Hutu administration is ac- 
cused by the world commun- 
ity of the genocide of 500,000 
TUtsis and Hutus who sup- 
ported opposition parties in 
the weeks after President 
Juvenal Habyarimana was 

Judge 

withdraws 

from 

Abiola trial 

ABUJA (R) — Presidential 
claimant Moshood Abiola's 
treason trial was halted Tues- 
day when the judge withdrew 
from the case, leaving a poli- 
tical crisis which has para- 
lysed Nigeria unresolved. 

Mr. Abiola, whose arrest 
[ touched off crippling strikes 
and riots, was led out of the 
court by security police. 

There was no sign that 
military rulers were ready to 
drop charges against the 
multi-millionaire media mag- 
nate, the undeclared winner 
of an annulled presidential 
election last year. 

The election was scrapped 
by the military in spite of 
promises that democracy 
would be restored, Mr. 
Abiola was arrested in June 
after proclaiming himself 

f iresident in an open chal- 
enge to General Sani 
Abacha. 

Union leaders bave been 
negotiating with the govern- 
ment to win Mr. Abiola’s 
freedom and were expecting 
charges against him to be 
dropped Tuesday. 

Instead, with Nigeria and 
world oil markets hanging on 
every twist in the story, the 
bearing came to a dramatic 
dose. 

“I hereby withdraw from 
farther presiding oyer this 
case,” Judge Mohammad 
Mustapha told the packed 
courtroom. 

“It has been my desire to 
see that the accused gets 
unhindered justice. Now it is 
clear from all the utterrances 
that they have no confidence 
in me. 

“I wish to excuse myself 
from further hearing the 
case,” Judge Mustapha said 
before walking out of the 
courtroom. 

Before standing down, 
however, Judge Mustapha 
ruled that the court in the 
'capital Abuja had jurisdic- 
tion over the case. Mr. 
Abiola’s chief lawyer, God- 
win Ajayi, said he would 
appeal against that ruling. 

Lawyers said his withdraw- 
al meant the chief judge of 
Nigeria would have to 
appoint another judge to take 
over the case, which could 
take some time. 

Riot police had cordoned 
off all approaches to the 


assassinated on April 6. 

“There is a concerted and 
constant propaganda cam- 
paign going on throughout 
the safe zone,” Ms. Bolton 
said. “People tell us they are 
fleeing the war but that is not 
logical." 

By encouraging people 
from the majority Hutu tribe 
to flee, the former govern- 
ment is robbing the victors of 
a people to rule over. 

An ill-equipped and under- 
staffed United Nations 
Assistance Mission in Rwan- 
da (UN AMIR) is racing to 
deploy peacekeepers in the 
place of French forces who 
arrived in June. 

Late Monday 150 Ethio- 
pians, the first of an 800- 
strong battalion replacing the 
French in Cyangugu, arrived 
in Kigali. The others, 
together with a small contin- 
gent of Tunisians, were ex- 
pected to arrive by Friday. 

U.N. Rwandan Emergency 
Organisation (UNREO) 
spokeswoman Sybiila Wilkes 
said an exodus to Bukavu in 
Zaire threatened a crisis un- 
matched even by the apoca- 
lyptic camps of uoma, where 
about a million refugees have 
been cut down in thousands 
by disease. 

“Bukavu does not have the 
infrastructure to support a 
large influx of refugees. The. 
results there could be more 


horrific than Goma,” Ms. 
Wilkes told reporters. 

Ms. Wilkes said the best 
solution was to establish 
camps inside Rwanda, just 
south of Cyangugu. where 
the refugees could be man- 
aged more easily — if they 
could be persuaded to stay. 

In a campaign to coax re- 
fugees home with a message 
of reconriliation, three mins- 
ters from the newly-formed 
government in Kigali 
travelled to Gikongoro inside 
the zone to try to persuade 
people to stay. 

About haif-a-milliou peo- 
ple are displaced around 
Gikongoro, whk- is on the 
eastern edge of the zone. 
About 10,000 of those who 
arrived in Cyangugu Monday 
were from Gikongoro. 

Meanwhile, the first-ever 
convoy sent direct to a Zai- 
rean camp to help Rwandan 
refugees return home was 
cancelled Tuesday after they 
were frightened into chang- 
ing their minds, a U.N. 
spokesman said. 

Some 144 refugees at rhe 
Mugunga camp, just north of 
Goma, were due to leave for 
the Rwandan capital Kigali 
early Tuesday morning, 
travelling in seven trucks pro- 
vided by the International 
Migration Office and the 
U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). 


Most of them were for* 
mers, more worried about 
missing the autumn harvest 
than by the threats of Hutu 
militants in the camp. 

But despite aid group 
efforts to keep the project 
low-key, camp “chiefs” — 
mostly former Rwandan gov- 
ernment officials — heard of 
the project and tried to get 
the names of those involved, 
UNHCR spokesman Pa nos 
Mourn tzis said. 

“They spread the story that 
(the returnees) were RPF 
collaborators and called for a 
massacre,” he explained. 

The aid groups decided to 
cancel the operation so as not 
to put the refugees’ lives at 
risk, and the trucks returned 
over the border empty. 

Until now transport for re- 
turnees has only been pro- 
vided from Gisenyi just over 
the border in Rwanda, rather 
than direct from the camps. 

The convoy’s failure was a 
blow for the aid group trying 
to bring down the population 
of Zaire's overflowing camps 
ahead of the rainy season 
later this month, which 
threatens to unleash new 
epidemics among the 800,000 
people now in the area. 

At Kibumba camp further 
north, some 2,000 people 
want to return to Rwanda but 
no decisions have been taken 
about a further convoy. 
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Rwandan children peer through a fence la a refagee amp located In the French security 
area near the Zairean border (AFP photo) 

Tipper Gore talks of ‘haunting’ 
visit with Rwandan refugees 


WASHINGTON (R) — Vice 
President A1 Gore’s wife. 
Tipper, haunted by the suf- 
fering of Rwandan refugees 
she visited, Monday spoke 
for the first time about hor- 
rors she saw and the “mira- 
cles" being performed by re- 
lief workers. 

“My heart told me to go 
it’s that simple,” the vice 
president’s wife said in ■an 
interview with Reuters about 
her two days at overcrowded, 
disease-ridden camps in 
Zaire. 

“I bad to go.*- and love 
these people, let them know 
there is love in the world, 
because all they've been ex- 
periencing lately is hell and 
hatred and inhumanity," she 
said. “They have to see that 
there is something else... be- 
sides evil." 

Mrs. Gore and an aide, 
Sally Aman, earlier this 
month went to an orphanage 
in Goma, where an estimated 
one million Rwandans have 
fled, and to a camp in Kibum- 
ba, 25 kilometres to the 
north. 

“It’s a horrible human 


tragedy.” said Mrs. Gore, 
who until now has been reluc- 
tant to talk about the experi- 
ence — and is speaking about 
it in hopes of spurring dona- 
tions to some of the 70 pri- 
vate relief agencies trying to 
stop tiie death and suffering 
along Zaire's border with 
Rwanda. 

She spent the two days 
holding children, trying to 
comfort dying parents and 
helping physicians find those 
who needed help the most 
out of a mass of humanity all 
needing help. 

Mrs. Gore, whose eyes be- 
came moist as she told her 
story, spoke softly about 
trying to help a young boy at 
the Mmmgano Orphanage, 
run jointly by UNICEF and 
the Catholic Relief Agency. 

*‘I picked him up and 
thought ’why is this child so 
hard?' then 1 realised, literal- 
ly I was holding a skeleton,” 
she said. “I was holding 
bones. There was no give. I 
was rubbing him along his 
back and all I felt was his 
vertebrae.” 

At another point, she 


found herself surrounded by 
youngsters but unable to get 
a lone 12 -year-old girl, who 
kept away from the group, to 
join in. 

"I couldn’t get her to 
smile,” she said. "I was wink- 
ing I was doing everything I 
could think of. I went over 
and I put my arms around her 
and she just immediately fell 
into my shoulder." 

She stayed with her for 30 
minutes, speaking periodical- 
ly in Frendi: "She had seen 
her parent and her brothers 
hacked to death in front of 
her... I never really did get 
her to smile, but at least she 
did respond to some human 
warmth.” 

"It was the most incredible 
experience I've ever had." 
Mrs. Gore said. "It was so 
powerfal. I keep thinking ab- 
out the people. They keep 
haunting me, the people we 
left there." 

Herself the mother of three 
girls and a boy, Mrs. Gore 
started to talk about a woman 
with six children who was 
dying and was worried about 
who would take care of them. 


Bonn uncovers plutonium smuggling case 


BREMEN, Germany (R£ — 
Authorities in the north Ger- 
man city of Bremen said 
Tuesday they had arrested a 
34-year-old German for pos- 
sessing plutonium — the 
third case of plutonium snug- 
gling discovered in four 
months. 

A spokesman for the Bre- 
men Prosecutor's Office said 
the man had been arrested 
Saturday after producing a 
sample of just under two 
grammes (0.07 ounces) of the 
radioactive material for a 
prospective dient, ami offer- 
ing to supply more. 

The revelation came 
shortly after an undercover 
police agent said former East 
German army and intelli- 
gence officials were using 
their good contacts with the 
former Soviet Union to help 
make Germany the hub of an 
international “nuclear 
mafia.” 

Bavarian police revealed 
last weekend that they had* 
arrested couriers who arrived 
on a flight from Moscow in 
possession of over 300 gram- 
mes ( 10.6 ounces) of 
pIutonhun-239, a substance 
so toxic that a few millionths 
of a gramme can kill. 

Besides the three con- 


firmed finds of plutonium this 
year, there has been one case 
of smuggled weapons-grade 
uranium. 

The couriers ran a skilled 
operation, shielding their car- 
go in a steel case sheathed in 
radiation-absorbing lead. 

They not only offered to 
supply a total of four kilog- 
rammes of plutonium-239 — 
dose to the amount needed 
to make an atom bomb — but 
also offered a quantity of 
tiltuam- 6 , used to make so- 
called neutron bombs. 

No information was im- 
mediately available on the 
quality or origin of the pluto- 
nium seized in the latest find, 
although the prosecutor's 
office said there was no evi- 
dence of a link with the other 
cases. 

However, German author- 
ities say their analyses prove 
all the plutonium seized so 
for comes from Russia or the 
former Soviet Union. 

Meanwhile Russia charged 
Tuesday that reports of 
smuggling of weapons-grade 
nuclear materials out of the 
country were part of a plot by 
the West aimed at gaining 
control over Russian nuclear 
weapons. 

"Attempts to blame Russia 


for being unable to control 
the non-proliferation of its 
nuclear weapons, technolo- 
gies and materials are 
politically-motivated," an 
official of the Russian Feder- 
al Counter-espionage Ser- 
vice (FSK) said. 

The official, Alexander 
Mikhailov, was quoted by 
ITAR-TASS as saying that 
accusations of Russian laxity 
were part of a campaign to 
prepare public opinion “for 
the idea of implementing 
political control over Russian 
midcar weapons." 

Vladimir Klimenko, a top 
national security advisor to 
President Boris Yeltsin, was 
quoted in the same dispatch 
as saying that the campaign 
against Russia was being 
orchestrated by Western in- 
telligence services and news 
media. 

-Mr. Klimenko told TASS 
in an interview that the plan 
was “to unleash a wave of 
public opinion in favour of 
access for foreign stales to 
control over production of 
nudear materials in Rus- 
sia." 

He described the reports 
on nuclear smuggling a$ part 
of an anti-RuWan propagan- 
da campaign. 
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The Iraqi dimension 


THERE IS no denying that the Golf conflict 
had contributed a great deal to triggering the 
peace process in the region. Now after four 
years of sanctions imposed on Iraq which has 
complied fully with aD U.N. resolutions, it is 
time to lift the sanctions and involve that 
country in the peace process. 

The pressure for lifting the economic 
embargo on Iraq has recently been growing 
worldwide but especially among U.N. Secur- 
ity Council members. France, China, and 
Russia are in favour of lifting the sanctions 
soon; the U.S. and Britain are inclined to 
maintain the embargo for at least unto 
mid-1995. The sanctions have had their toll 
on the Iraqi people who, for all intents and 
purposes, are not responsible for either the 
causes or the result of the Kuwait invasion. 
The Iraqi regime had prior to the 1990 crisis 
and recently been sending signals that it was 
not opposed to a peaceful settlement between 
the Arabs and Israel. The time is therefore 
ripe for a tradeoff that would involve lifting 
the sanctions in exchange for Iraq’s inclusion 
in the peace process. . 

An arrangement involving such a tradeoff 
is of course in the best interest of Jordan. It 
would strengthen Jordan’s hand in its nego- 
-tiations with Israel and at the same time open 
a huge market for Jordanian businesses, a 
market that was lost as a result of the Golf 
conflict. Involving Iraq in the multilateral 
track of the peace process, with its huge oil 
and water resources would add tremendous 
assets to the vision of an integrated Middle 
East. 

Jordan, while hopeful that Iraq would join 
the multilaterals and resume its role among 
the states of the region, cannot contribute to 
the effort unless it is asked to do so. The U.S. 
still seems unconvinced that Iraq should be 
reintegrated in the Middle East and would 
continue to pursue the doctrine of dual 
containment — of Iraq and Iran — authored 
by President Bill Clinton’s top Middle East 
aide Martin Indyk. Israel meanwhile, seems 
to be involved in secret negotiations with the 
Iraqis, even though it denies such talks exist. 

As Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
said in a recent interview, a lasting and 
comprehensive peace in the Middle East 
requires the involvement of all the region’s 
players, including Iraq. The sooner that is 
achieved the better for the peace prospects. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I daily Tuesday criticised delays in delineating the 
Jordanian-Isracli borders. In its editorial, the paper quoted 
Jordanian negotiators to the talks with Israel as saying that 
positive results were achieved in procedural bilateral 
issues, but at the same time there was a slowdown in 


negotiating issues related to delineating the borders. The 
paper said the Article 5 of the common Jordanian-Israeli 


agenda refers to the British mandate borders and that the 
two sides agreed to that. The paper asked why should there 
be procrastination since the terms of reference of defining 
the border had been agreed upon. Delineation of the 
borders after the agreement should be a technical, pro- 
cedural issue and there can be no justification for procrasti- 


nating this or interpreting it as a goodwill gesture, the 
paper added. It said the Jordanian people are anxiously 


waiting for the negotiations to achieve tangible results, 
especially in regaining sovereignty over Jordanian occupied 
lands and are anticipating that the Jordanian flag will soon 
be rnkerf over these lands. The Jordanian people are also 
expecting that their government’s speed in proving its 
credibility and goodwill in the peace process should be met 
by similar speed on the Israeli side, said the paper. Al Ra’i 
said that Israeli negotiators have already gathered enough 
evidence of Jordan’s good intentions and can offer the 
evidence to the Israeli public opinion. 


AL DUSTOUR Arabic daily dealt in its editorial with His 
Majesty King Hussein's address Monday to officers from 
the Fifth Royal Armoured Division. The paper said the 
King remembered in his address the martyrs of the Arab 
Army, most prominent among them to Great Arab Revolt 
leader Al Hussein Ben Ali and “Al Aqsa martyr" Abdullah 
Ben A! Hussein, and paid tribute to the sacrifices of the 
Arab Army. It said the Arab Army is the heir to the Great 
Arab Revolt’s army and added that Jordan acts as a heart 
to the great Arab Nation. The people and the army in 
Jordan are one family which depicts the community of Al 
Muhajireen and Al Ansaar, said the paper in reference to 
those who immigrated with Prophet Mohammad from 
Mecca to Medina and those who supported them in 
Medina. The Jordanian society, it said, also reflects the 
best meanings of giving and sacrifices towards every Arab 
cc;:.-c. namely fts Palestinian question. Thus, it soic, was 
natural that a city :is Jerusalem occupies such a status in 
King Hussein's heart and mind and it is not strange that the 
King does all he can to bring the city back to its people and 
to make it a symbol of peace and coexistence. 


Iraq after sanctions: reevaluating foreign policy 
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By Laura Drake 


DESPITE WASHING- 
TON’S best attempts, ail 
indications are that Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein will 
remain in power for the' 
foreseeable future. This 
fact, combined with Iraq's 
near-total compliance with 
the arms-control provision 
of U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 6S7, the original 
-ceasefire document, has 
convinced many states that 
the time to lift sanctions is 
fast approaching. It has 
reached the point where 
Washington's view are no 
longer shared by a majority 
of the permanent members 
in the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil. The failure of the U.S. 
strategy has become ob- 
vious to almost everyone 
except President Bill Clin- 
ton, and most of the inter- 
national community is 
ready to move on. 

France, Russia, China, 
Turkey and even Syria fear 
the consequences of Bagh- 
dad's prolonged absence 
from the international sys- 
tem. European corpora- 
tions, particularly from 
Germany , France and Italy, 
are anxious to reopen tbe 
Iraqi domestic market, 
their representatives arriv- 
ing in Baghdad by the bus- 
load to negotiate billions of 
dollars worth of contracts 
for Iraq’s coming recon- 
struction effort Many deals 
are nearing completion and 
will take effect as soon as 
the embargo is lifted. 


Decline of Ba’thist 
ideology 


Tbe pan- Arabist ideology 
of die Ba’th Party no longer 
exists in any real sence. It 
. has been stamped out by a 
combination of three fac- 
tors: the participation of so 
many Arab governments in 
the war against Iraq; the 
indifference of most region- 
al actors to the suffering of 
the Iraqi people under the 
U.N. embargo; Iraq's pro- 
longed physical separation 
from the Arab World. 


In light of this heightened 
activity, questions are ben 
ginning to emerge in some 
quarters about die new, 
post-war Iraq which has 
been steadily developing 
over the past several years 
but which few people have 
ever seen. Many are asking: 
what will Iraq be like after 
sanctions? How has Iraq 
changed dnring its four 
years of solitude? What will 
its national and regional 
priorities be? How will it 
look upon tbe rest of the 
world? 


In tbe 1970s Iraq’s pan- 
Arabist regional stance en- 
abled it to acquire the pre- 
stige of a regional leader. 
Today, Iraqis bitterly re- 
member having sent troops 
to block Israel’s advance on 
Damascus at the end of the 
1973 war. They recall that it 
was their country which car- 
ried Egypt out of a decade 
of isolation after it signed 
the Camp David accords. 
And it was Iraq which pro- 
tected the enitre Arab 
World in the 1980s, they 
say, by facing down tbe 
threat of Iranian expansion 
under Khomeini. “It was 
these same governments 
that responded by stabbing 
us in die back,” commented 
a former Iraqi soldier. Ira- 
qis reminisce about the 
sense of pride they once 
had in trying to put together 
and lead a pan-Arab sys- 
tem. At tbe same time, they 
become angry with them- 
selves at what they consider 
their past naivete. 
Lamented one former 
Ba'thist: “from now on, we 
will have to listen to our 
head and not our emo- 
tions." 


The disgust Iraqis feel at 
the behaviour of some 
other Arab states in Iraq’s 
boor of need has largely 
• discredited or at least ren- 
dered dormant the Ba'thist 
idea that once dominated 


the country's political 
thinking. “We didn’t expect 
them to support our enter- 
ing Kuwait,” said one Iraq, 
“rat' we thought they would 
..ffcjfend us .when it became 
dear die UlS. objective was 
'' 'Iraq’s destructibn.’’ 

Because of its current 
weakness, Iraq has tempor- 
arily traded in its regional 


Indeed, Iraq political 
thinking is presently under- 
going a fundamental trans- 
formation, in some of the 
categories outlined below. 


orientation for an interna- 
tional one. The trend can 
be seen on Baghdad’s night- 
ly newscasts, which ■ now 
carry mostly local and inter- 
national news, but very lit- 
tle regional news. “Iraq is 
not geopolitically credible” 
inside the region, said 
Kadhizn Niame, a strategic 
studies analyst who heads 
the international affairs de- 
partment at Baghdad Uni- 
versity. “Iraq is accustomed 
to taking the initiative, to 
acting, not reacting. We 
cannot re-enter (he region 
in our current condition. 
First we have to establish 
our intentions in die inter- 
national arena.” 

Another Iraq, who pre- 
ferred anonymity, echoed 
these thoughts, declaring 
that a regional policy for 
Iraq is “impossible" be- 
cause the pivotal Arab gov- 
ernments are being “held 
hostage by U.S. priorities, 
thereby neglecting their 
own interests. These regim- 
es are acting against tbe 
wishes of their people by 
mimicking Washington’s 
policies, he asserted, and 
“marching to the orders of 
the U.N.,” which he called 
“the New York branch 
office of the State Depart- 
ment”. Since these coun- 
tries “no Longer take inde- 
pendent decisions," he 
argued, the formulation of 
a separate policy towards 
diem out of their American 
context “would not be 
sensible.” 

This international out- 
look wlQ probably not last 
long after the lifting of sanc- 
tions. Although Iraq will 
not be a leading state in the 
Middle East for years to 
come, it mil still have to 
live there. Baghdad, cannot 
escape its strategic import- 
ance; once die embargo is 
lifted it wiU have to either 
adopt a concrete regional 
policy or become the prey 
of neighbouring states with 
well develolped regional 
objectives already in place. 


According to Isam 
Mahbub, director of the 
Iraqi foreign ministry’s first 
political directorate (Amer- 
ica and Western Europe): 
“Just as tbe West has been 
re-evaluating its strategic 
posture since the end of foe 
cold war, Iraq is undergoing 
a parallel adjustment at the 
regional level, in light of tbe 
transformations which have 
accompanied the Gulf 
war.” Iraq’s new orienta- 
tion will almost certainly be 
determined by natural fee- 
tors such as important, per- 
ceived national interest, not 
by Ba'thist priorities, now 
defunct, which automatical- 
ly tied Iraq to the Arab 
states. 


the regional 
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-u.vi jfraq's .RoKtical thinkers 
are, albeit unenthusiastical- 
ly, beginning the long pro- 
cess of redefining their 
country’s regional outlook. 


Iraq will probably, in the 
end, have to compromise 
between preference and 
pragmatism. If the current 
peace negotiations between 
Israel and its neighbours 
succeed and a- “new Middle 
East order" is established in 
the Levant, tbe Iraqis are 
likely to accept it as a re- 
gional fait accompli. “Once 
the Palestinian issue is 
solved, everything will fall 
into place,” said an Iraqi 
government analyst, who 
subsequently claimed this 
as meaning an “indepen- 
dent Palestinian state”. 
This condition was con- 
firmed by several other Ira- 
qi officials. Although the 
Iraqis may have to come to 
terms with the new reality 
in the Middle East out of 
pragmatism, it is likely they 
will want to keep a respect- 
able distance from it al foe 
same time: “Iraq is not a 
neighbouring country.” 

Some analysts see Iran as 
Iraq’s primary preoccupa- 
tion in the future, although 
not one of its own choosing. 
According to one Iraqi gov- 
ernment official: “banian 
fundamentalism is gaining 
momentum throughout the 
area because of our absence 
from the regional system. 
Iraq is still the region’s only 
natural buffer to an explo- 
sion of. Iranian power.” On 
the other hand’ Baghdad 
periodically engages in re- 
conciliation talks .with 
Tehran, in an attempt to 
present a common front 
against Washington’s “dual 
containment’’ policy 
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Haiti leaders complacent in 
face of military threat 


By Jane Arraf 
Reuter 


U.N.’s green light last 
month for American mifit- 


PORT-AU-PRINCE — 
Hot breezes foreshadowing 
the rainy season blow 
through foe cotomal-style- 
conidors of Haiti’s military 
command but Haitian lead- 
ers defying the threat of 
U.S. invasion do not seem 
to be working up a sweat. 

“Here we are — this 
small, poor Caribbean 
country and we’ve man- 
aged to stand up to foe 
mighty United States,” 
boasted one military offi- 
cial in the colonnaded 


ary action. 
The turn 


Lo Haiti, foe military and 
paramilitary enforcers rule 
unchallenged. Visitors 
walk in and out of the 
headquarters, unseaiched 
and virtuallay unques- 
tioned. 


Westerners and Haitians 
attribute foe bravado to the 
success of Lieutenant 
General Raoul Cedras in 
holding off Washington 
since 1991, when mOitaiy 
leaders deposed elected 
President Jean-Bertrand 
.Aristide in a bloody coup. 

Diplomats and Haitian 
analysts say Geq. Cedras 
shows no sign of heeding 
U.S. and U.N. calls for him 
to step down, despite tbe 


The turning point was 
the retreat last year of die 
tank lan ding ship, the USS 
Harlan County, in a stan- 
doff with the Haitian milit- 
ary, many people say. The 
Pentagon reared foe U.S. 
marines aboard who were 
sent to help restore demo- 
cracy would suffer casual- 
ties. 

“Cedras must wake up 
every morning amaTwl that 
he’s still here,” said one 
Western diplomat 

Since then, military lead- 
ers and soldiers have gone 
out of tirier way to premet a 
bloodbath — a potential 
nightmare for President 
Bill Ctinton, caught be- 
tween American indiffer- 
ence towards Haiti and his 
threat to use military force 
to restore Mr. Aristide. 

Haitian civilian militia- 
men talk of using voodoo 
and poison 'to overpower 
Washington's modern 
weapons. Others invoke 
tire grisly image last year of 
American bodies being 
dragged through the dusty 
streets erf Mogadishu. 

“This would be the 
Somalia erf the Caribbean,” 
warned another Haitian 
security official. 

But most Western and 


Haitian analysts say recent 
shows of miutaiy force for 
West er ners are only that — 
a show. Haitian soldiers, 
including several hundred 
former U.S. marines, are 
unlikely to fight marines if 
they ever land, the analysts 


The sokfiers are “poorly 
trained, poorly equipped 
and they’ve never had to 
fight. If the marines land- 
ed, they would scatter like 
cockroaches,” said one 
Western diplomat. 

Officials, however , main- 
tain that foe capital’s nar- 
row streets ana concrete 
alleys would raider U.S. 
weapons useless in a cam- 
paign to remove the milit- 
ary leaders. 


“Their equipment con- 
tests of what? Helicopters, 
tanks, armoured vehicles? 


In a very narrow street yon 
cannot use them,” said 
Carl Denis, political advis- 
er to President Emile 
Jonassamt.” Therefore, we 
do not believe the marines 
would have an advantage in 
majhto-usan, hand-to-hand 
combat.” 

Mr. Denis said what be 
called 40,000 vofamteeis to 
foe civilian mflhia would be 
armed with American- 
made weapons after they 
had been trained to defraud 


Haitian sovereignty. 

“There used to be 
600,000 militiamen of 
which 100,000 were armed 
with semi-automatic and 
automatic weapons so I do 
believe that a sizeable force 
can be assembled ” he told 
Reuters this week. 

Western estimates of the 
number of Haitian armed 
forces are much lower. 

Haitian analysts said 
many of the civilian re- 
cruits, some part of ^grow- 
ing number of unem- 
ployed,: were si gning up 
lor protection a gainst in- 
creasing repression, to 
show they were on foe 
military's side. 

The government has al so 
used emergency measures 
to help stifle opposition 
and hunt down Mr. Aris- 
tide supporters, Haitian 
and Western analysts said. 
Two weeks ago a state of 
siege was declared. 

The pressure also ex- 
tends to local radio stati on* 
. and even musical groups. 

At a night (dub Saturday, 
a. pro- Aristide song played 
by Haiti’s most famous 

“voodoo rock” group came 

• to an abru pt hah w hen a 
man burst onto the sta gy 
and ordered them to stop 
playing the “subversive 
music,” patrons said. 


directed specifically at them 
both and to put a stop to 
Iran’s infiltration of guerril- 
las into the southern mar- 
shes which straddle its bor- 
der. . ... 

New priorities 

Iraqis all believe in the 
fundamental axiom that 
Kuwait is an integral part of 
Iraq, severed by foe British 
to lan diode foe country by 
cutting off its access to the 
Gulf. They also agree, 
however, that Iraq should 
not have invaded Kuwait. 
None of them believes that 
the Iraqi people deserve to 
be punished into eternity 
for an event that Iraqis 
themselves admit was a mis- 
take. Neither does most of 
the international commun- 
ity, which is reportedly will- 
ing to settle for an Iraqi 
statement unconditionally 
recognising Kuwait's in- 
tegrity as sufficient for lift- 
ing sanctions at this stage. 

“We have no military 
ambitions towards any- 
one,” said an Iraqi official. 


“Our first priority is to get 
sanctions lined, our second 
priority is to rebuild our 
infrastructure and our third 
is to bring foe standard of 
living of our population 
back to acceptable levels. 
Dr. Niama of Baghdad Uni- 
versity echoed this: “Iraq 
will be spending the next 30 
years reconstructing itself 
and paying off foreign debts 
and war reparations.” 


In the meantime, Iraq 
hopes to rebuild good rela- 
tions with the rest of tbe 
world once sanctions are 
lifted. Baghdad will “reach 
foe hand of friendship to 
every state on an equal 
basis,” declared an Iraqi 
official. He explained that 
Iraq is not against good 
relations with Western 
countries, even the U.S., 
provided they are founded 
on “mutual interest” and 
“mutual respect”. Western 
companies wishing to do 
business in Iraq will be tre- 
ated on the basis of when 
they approach Baghdad, 
the sooner tbe better.. . 
According: to- NajL Al 
Hadithi, the deputy minis- 
ter of information: “If they 
come to us now, when we 
are still struggling to get out 
from under foe embargo. 


they will be held in special 
esteem for years to come.” 
Right now. it appears, the 
French are ahead of the 
game. 

The new Iraqi approach 
to policy-making is essen- 
tially one of pragmatism 
built upon foe concept of 
national interest, a trend 
which has intensified since 
the post-war decline of 
Ba'thist ideology. One Iraqi 
strategist, in denouncing 
Washington's perception of 
Iraq as an “extremist” 
state, said, “the difference 
between Iraq and Iran is 
that Iran is inherently ex- 
pansionist" by virtue of its 
fundamentalist politics, 
which Baghdad does not 
share. Another commented 
on the same theme: “We 
are surprised that they per- 
ceive us as a ‘secular ex- 
tremist menace’. It is true 
that we are secular, but 
above all. we are pragma- 
tic.” 

When confronted with i 
the question of Iraq's pur- I 
ported desire to “destabil- I 
ise” the region, this analysts j 
said that it is “foe absence | 
of Iraq from regional poll- i 
tics that is destabilising be- 1 
cause without Iraq's secular 
presence, Iranian fun- 
damentalism will eventually 
carry the day. He added 
that Iraq does not derive 
any strategic benefit from j 
instability' for its own sake , 
and never has. But what 
about the invasion of 
Kuwait? The Iraqi, who 
appeared somewhat dis- 
turbed by tbe question, 
claimed that Baghdad's 
objectives in Kuwait were 
“misunderstood" in 
Washington. 

“Whatever we did, we 
did not do it to injure the 
Americans or to cut off: 
their supply of oil. We 
thought we were acting on j 
the basis of our own nation- ! 
al interests, but they took it | 
personally. We could not 1 
have anticipated tbe sever- 
ity of their reaction." 
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Laura Drake is director of 
research at the Council for 
tbe National Interest, a 
Middle East policy orga- 
nisation in Washington. 
The article is reprinted 
from the Middle East Inter- 
national. < 
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Pursuing paradise 


To the Editor: 


FACED WITH hi g h unemployment, low salaries and 
poverty, many young Arabs choose to emigrate. Yes we love 
our country but economic circumstances forced us to think 
about leaving. Without money life is not worth living, and 
since the money is somewhere else, there is no point in 
staying. 

Ideally, we want a country with a strong economy, willing 
totake new graduates, and preferably does not discriminate 
against Arabs. Soon, however, most will realise that such a 
conntiy d ora not exist. In fact aD first world countries have 
strong policies to keep poor Arabs out. Only foe rich, elite 
Arabs are allowed to enter paradise. Confronted with tfab 
situation, foe poor pioneers use a more daring approach; 
they think of Nietzche (although he has nothing to do with 
“d “d say: To get a visa everything is permissible. 

But tins approach is not for everyone. It’s for people who 
love action. Important requirements: A fake Van CHk suit, 
m effective dramatic story that contains lies that conkl be 
De&evedj self-confidence, strong acting skills, and good luck. 
In addition, one needs to know of a frustrated consular 
officer who wanted to be a political analyst but ended up 
stamping visas. If aD these factors came together and tbe visa 

a these dreamers might have a 

chance to be residents of heaven. 

Of course, He after the visa is not easy. One should expect 
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The time is now 


To the Editor: 
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Hamas warns of 
Somalia in Gaza 
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By Mariam M. Shahia 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Island 
Resistance Movement 
Hamas, on Tuesday 
warned Pales tinian National 
Authority (PNA) President 
Yasser Arafat that be was 
on the verge of becoming 
an Israeli “stooge** and 
.warned that Gaza could be- 
come “another Somalia” if 
inter-Palestinian affairs 
were not dealt with in grea- 
ter political finesse. 

The warning came one 
day after Palestinian secur- 
ity farces arrested 40 mem- 
bers of the militar y wing of 
Hamas, the Izzedxne Qas- 
sam Brigades, in Gaza. 

“Less than three months 
after arrival the liberators’ 
from Tonis have become . 
’the ‘oppressors,* said Ibra- 
him Gbosbeh, a leading 
Hamas member and the 
Amman based spokesman. 

“The Qassam brigades 
are very popular and were 
among the greatest active 
oppo ne nts of the occnpa- 
‘tkm army,” he said. “To 
violate the privacy of their 
homes and mistreat them is 
contrary to the wishes of 
the Palestinian people,” he 
said in a telephone inter- 
view with the Jordan 
limes. 

“If Arafat chooses to be 
an ally of Rabin and 
(Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon) Peres, carrying 
out their policies rather 
than those of his people, he 
will end up being a proxy of 
the Israels like the miUtaiy 
governors of the South 
Lebanon Army in the occu- 
pied zones of South Leba- 
non,” Mr. Ghosheh said. 

Warning of civil and poli- 
tical strife in die Gaza 
Strip, which is home to 
more than a milli on mostly 
poor and downtrodden 
Palestinians, Mr. Ghosheh 


said: “We do not want to 
create a Somalia. m Gaza. 
Arafat knew from day one 
that the Oslo accord was 
still born and yet he insists 
&n continuing these poli- 
cies.” 

About 200 demonstra- 
tors rallied in front of PNA 
security offices in Deir A1 
Balah in Gaza on Tuesday 
protesting the arrest of 
Hamas activists. 

According to Mr. 
Ghosheh, by Tnesday 
“only about 10 are still 
under arrest.” 

Mr. Ghosheh also lashed 
out at the drive headed by 
PNA Justice Minister Freih 
Abu Midcin to collect all 
weapons from Palestinians 
who are not members of 
the PNA security forces. 

“How can they take arms 
away from the people when 
the occupation is still on- 
going, and Israeli settle- 
ments are still in the middle 
of Gaza? Abu Midein’s ex- 
cuse that they have to be 
registered and licensed is a 
false pretext, it is the PNA 
way of following Israeli 
directives,” Mr. Ghosheh 
charged. 

Mr. Ghosheh said that be 
saw no letting up of friction 
between the PNA and 
forces of Palestinian resist- 
ance in Gaza but foresaw a 
“cat and mouse game” be- 
tween the two. 

“Arafat is playing a 
carrot-and-5tick policy with 
ns. He tries to Incorporate 


“He invited ns to join the 
PNA and offered ns four 
seats winch we naturally 
refused because we do not 
believe in autonomy — we 
believe in independence,” 
Mr. Ghosheh said. 

Contrary to assertions 
made by Hamas leaders in 
Gaza, Mr. Ghosheh said 
that Hamas would not par- 
ticipate in PNA elections. 


Abequas appeal to 
King for intervention 


By Run Hnssenri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The family of 
Mohammad Abequa, who 
is suspected of killing his 
wife NIhal in the U.S. then 
fleeing to Jordan with the 
two children, said .Tnesday 
they feared that the chil- 
dren might be handed to 
their mother's relatives and 
appealed to His Majesty 
King Hussein not to yield 
to what they said was press- 
ure from the American 
government. 

During a press confer- 
ence, Mohammad Abe- 
qua’s mother, Samiha, and 
her two appointed lawyers, 
Masaud Kheleefi and Saleh 
Mograbi said they had sent 
a letter to King Hussein 
urging him to interfere and 
decide on the fate of the 
children. 

“I know that Your 
Majesty has the final word 
in this issue, and I hope you 
can do something to settle 
die conflict,” said Mrs. 
Abequa. 

Mr. Abequa, 46, who is 
in police custody, has con- 
fessed to killing his wife in 
her apartment in New 
Jersey and fleeing to Jor- 
dan with the two children, 
Lisa, 6, and Sami, 3. He 
was arrested July 20 and 
feces first-degree murder 
and kidnapping charges in 
Jor danian courts. No trial 
date has been -fixed. 

On Thursday the Abe- 
qua family hawWi over the 
cnfldrcn to the care of the 
Royal Palace, which put 
them with Nesime Dokur, 
the maternal aunt of the 
two children, in a govern- 
ment supplied apartment 

Nihal Abequa’s mother, 
Mareyem Gnssal, and Ms. 
Dokur are daimxng custody 
of tiie children. Ms. Dokur 
came from the United 
States accompanied by two 
U.S. lawyers, her daughter 
and a New Jersey senator 
secretary, after being in- 
vited by King Hussein, in a 
bid to win die custody of 
the children. 

The children stayed with 
Mr. Abequa’s mother until 
last Thursday when they 
were handed over to the 
authorities. 

Mrs. Abequa's lawyers 
said that their client was 
the only person along with 
Ms. Dakar allowed to visit 
the children any time they 
want, “But I was startled 
on Friday when I learned 
about the new visitation 
restrictions imposed on me 
‘and was told mat I needed 
an appointme nt to see my 


grandchildren, while their 
maternal aunt was allowed 
to stay with them,” said 
Mrs. Abequa. 

The lawyers asserted that 
the government had 
violated the agreement and 
ignored their pleas regard- 
ing the visitation issue and 
other promised guarantees. 

“We thought that the 
security guards were placed 
to prevent the children 
from being kidnapped, but 
to our surprise we learned 
that the guards were there 
to prevent the Abequa 
family from visiting the 
children,” Mr. Mograbi 
told reporters at the press 
conference. 

“We have requested the 
Ministry of Interior to ex- 
plain why they have not 
abided by their promises 
and guarantees. The only 
reply we received was that 
they will study die mat- 
ter...,” he added. 

Adnan Abequa, the sus- 
pect’s brother, said that 
officials had promised the 
family that the children will 
not be handed over to the 
Dokors or the United 
States without a fair ruling 
from an Islamic Shariai 
court. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that no date has been set 
for a court hearing. 

“Since His Majesty has 
interfered in the issue, we 
wfll respect any decision he 
finds suitable, Mr. Abe- 
qua said. 

According to the 
lawyers, who will also de- , 
fend Mohammad Abequa 1 
in the murder case, the 
custody of the children will 
be granted to their client 
Mrs. Abequa, because the 
two chil dren are Jordanians 
and the woman resides in 
Jordan. 

They said that Article 
154 of tire Jordanian Per- 
sonal Statute Law no. 60 of 
1976, stipulates that the 
custody of the children 
goes to the mother and if she is 
not alive it goes for her 
'mother “if she is capable of 
raising the children inside 
Jordan,” or to the mother 
of the father. 

“In oar case, the legal 
custodian is - - our diem 
because she is capable of 
raising the children in Jor- 
dan,” Mr. Kheleefi said. 

Two Jordanian attorneys 
appointed by the Dokur 
famil y said in a recent press 
conference that Ms. Gus- 
sal, them client, will be 
granted custody of the chil- 
dren according to the per- 
jsonal law applied by the 
Sharia court. 


Hrawi rejects U.S. call 
to restrain resistance 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi said on Tnesday that 
Beirut has turned down a 
U.S. proposal to curb guerril- 
las fighting Israel as a precon- 
dition for an Israeli with- 
drawal from South Lebanon. 

Mr. Hrawi, in a speech to 
representatives of Arab sews 
agencies, said: 

“U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher sug- 
gested stopping the resistance 
so that Israel would withdraw 
but Lebanon's answer was let 
Israel withdraw and we will 
deploy the army (in South 
Lebanon) and the 
would stop.” 

Mr. Hrawi did not make 
dear how Lebanon received 
the U.S. proposal but Mr. 
Christopher visited Syria, 
Lebanon's main power brok- 
er, earlier this month. 

Lebanon argues it cannot 
stop guerrillas of Hizbollah 
and other groups fighting 
Israeli forces in South Leba- 
non before the Jewish state 
withdraws from the buffer 
zone it occupies there or 
gives a timetable for such a 
withdrawal. 

Mr. Hrawi also said that 
Lebanon — which closely 
coordinates its peace talks 
moves with Syria — would 
not sign a separate peace 


treaty with Israel. 

Syria’s A1 Baath daily, 
mouthpiece of the ruling 
Baath Party, Tuesday urged 
tire international community 
to curb Israeli attacks in 
South Lebanon. 

“It's regrettable that the 
U.N. Security Council stands 
idel before its duties and re- 
sponsibilities, a matter which 
makes Israel pay no attention 
to humanitarian principles 
and norms,’ the newspaper 
said in an editorial. 

The commentary was pub- 
lished as Israeli forces and 
guerrillas of Hizbollah 
clashed in Sooth Lebanon. 

At least three militiamen 
of the Israeli-armed Sooth 
Lebanon Army were killed in 
fighting Tuesday. 

On Monday, Israeli war- 
planes rocketed hideouts 
used by Hizbollah. 

The guerrillas first attack- 
ed the SLA position at Tomat 
Niba in the Israeli-held 
zone’s eastern sector at 6:30 
a.m. (0330 GMT), sources 
reported. 

Three hoars later, the SLA 
post at Zommaraya on the 
zone’s northern edge was bit 
with machine gun fire and 
rocket-propelled grenades. 

The SLA casualties were 
inflicted then, the sources 
said. But the SLA’s Voice of 


Jordan, Israel sign trade agreement 


(Continued from page 1) 

since the agreement will be 
implemented through 
arrangements between the 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
private sectors. 

He said the agreement 
would be referred to the 
Jordanian government which 
will decide on the issue. 

He added that the agree- 
ment wo aid remain active till 
there is Palestinian control 
over the crossing points and 
customs issues “and we will 
work on expanding the scope 
of this agreement in the fu- 
ture because there is a com- 
mon interest for the Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian sides.” 

Dr. Tarawneh described 
the Dead Sea negotiations as 
very serious and detailed, 
adding that “we did not start 
from a vacuum because we 
have a common agenda and 
sub-agendas ... and the 


Washington Declaration also 
stresses the common agen- 
da.” 

He said that Jordan and 
Israel have not yet reached 
an agreement in the field of 
civil aviation. He said the two 
sides agreed on the issue of 
air passages, but still differed 
over the altitudes of aircraft 
using Israeli air space. Israel 
insists mi having the aircraft 
fly at low altitudes which is 
generally unsafe and makes 
the aircraft consume more 
fuel, he said. 

Jordanian spokesman Mar- 
wan Muasher said the Jorda- 
nian side to the border talks 
meeting, presented in detail 
Jordan's position vis-a-vis the 
border issue,* inducting loca- 
tions and areas of occupied 
Jordanian territories in 
accordance with the British 
demarcation line. 

The spokesman said the 
talks also focused on sharing 
of water and that those dis- 


cussions were thorny and 
would take time to produce 
results. 

Dr. Muasher said there 
were no developments on 
proposed joint projects in the 
Jordan Valley. 

However, he added a canal 
Uniting the Mediterranean 
Sea with the Dead Sea is one 
of the most important pro- 
jects which would be discus- 
sed seriously. He stressed 
that the project had not yet 
been discussed in detaiL 

Dr. Muasher said state- 
ments by Israeli officials ab- 
out a Jordaman-IsraeM secur- 
ity agreement were not pre- 
case. 

""‘He said* - both sides had 
made some proposals on tins 
subject, and mat proposals 
would be discussed when the 
security committee finalises 
the security ar rangem ents. 

Dr. 'Muasher said it is pre- 
mature to talk about a joint 
airport for Aqaba and Eilat. 


Cocky, defiant Carlos 


(Continued from page 1) 

tied him up,” Mr. Oussedik 
said. “A plane was sent with 
members of the DST to pick 
him up, and he was brought 
to France.” 

“There was a deal between 
the French and Sudanese 
governments. Carlos was bet- 
rayed and sold for a sum 
much bigger than 30 pieces of 
silver,” Mr. Oussedik told 
reporters after meeting Car- 
los. “There was no procedure 
or extradition. It was a kid- 
napping.” 

Mr. Oussedik and Mr. 
Verges have agreed to defend 
Carlos. 

French and Sudanese offi- 
cials have refused to give 
details of Carlos’ 
apprehension. 

In announcing the anest 
Monday, Mr. Pasqua said 
Carlos claims to have killed 
S3 people around the world. 
“I rejoice that one of the 
most dangerous terrorists in 
recent years is now in the 
hands of justice,” he said. 

Carlos was helped by 
numerous countries seeking 
political gain, and also was 
supported by former East 
bloc nations which acted as a 
“support base where he 
stocked arms and explosives 
and sheltered (his follow- 
ers),** according to the 
French interior ministry. 

Carlos teamed up with 
some of tiie world’s most 
radical groups, from Ger- 
many’s Red Army faction to 
the Japanese Red Army and 
the ETA Basque separatist 
movement in Spain. 

He acquired his nom de 
guerre after British tabloids 
learned that a copy of the 
1971 thriller “Day of the 
Jackal” was found in one of 
his London safehouses. .The 
novel tells the story of a killer 
hired to assassinate French 
President Charles de Gaulle. 

Already sentenced in his 
absence to life imprisonment 
by a Paris court in June 1992 
for the murder of two French 
DST counter-intelligence 
officers, he wiD face a new 
trial for that crime before an 
appeals court made up only 
of magistrates handling ter- 
rorism cases, and will stay in 
jail regardless of any possible 
bail pleas. 

He also faced charges on 
the other attacks carried oat 



FBe picture dated May 1985 limn 
Kopp, wife of Caries (AFP photo) 

in France including the car-, day. 

bomb attack and an attack on Bril 
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The United States, which 
last year put Sudan on its Hst 
of countries supporting inter- 
national “terrorism,” wel- 
comed Carlos' arrest but said 
it would not remove Sudan's 
name from the list of “terror- 
ist” countries. 

Sudan's Justice Minister 
Abdul Aziz Shidou called 
late Monday for the United 
States to strike the name off. 

A mine of potentially ex- 
plosive information on the 
Kota between- certain Arab 
countries and .former com- 
munist states- of eastern 
Europe, Carlos could be also 
sought .by. four other Euro- 
pean countries where he car- 
ried out attacks: Austria, Bri- 
tain, Germany .and the 
Netherlands. " 

Scotland Yard has said it 
may seek to interview Carlos, 
the In d e p endent said Tnes- 


British police would not 
say whether there were out- 
standing warrants against 
■him, but Carlos is presuned 
to have been behind a num- 
ber of attacks in London 
which he made his base in the 
early 70s, said the paper. 

Hus most infamous opera- 
tion on British soil for winch 
he subsequently claimed re- 
sponsibility in an Arab maga- 
zine, was in December 1973 
when he tried to assassinate 
Joseph Edward SiefF, then 
chairman of Marks and 
Spencer and vice-president of 
tne Zionist Federation in Bri- 
tain. 

Quoting ‘‘Paris intelligence 
sources” a front-page story in 
the tabloid Daily Express 
said “he will expose the role 
of Arab governments 
throughout bis 20 years of 
kflfing, hijacking and bomb- 
ing” to save his family from 
assassination. 

“They need a safe haven 
and if he reveals all, it would 
be their ticket to safety,” the 
.paper said. 

It added that French au- 
thorities had said Western 
allies, including Britain, who 
wish to question Carlos in 
relation to crimes he alleged- 
ly committed in their states, 
would be given access to him. 

But as one source said 
Monday: “There is a very 
long queue.” 
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the South Radio station gave 
a different account. 

It said the cas u alties were 
caused when guerrillas deton- 
ated a remote-controlled 
roadside bomb in the zone as 
the militia’s Zommaraya 
commander, Add Wahhab, 
drove past at 9:30 a.m. 

The radio said the victims 
were all bodyguards escorting 
Wahhab. 

Two other SLA comman- 
ders have survived bomb 
abashes over the, last two 
days. 

AJ Baath indicated that 
Israel’s nrihtary actions in 
South Lebanon, the only ac- 
tive war front in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, will “not 
bring the region to the 
hoped-for peace... it witl 
rather be a provocative fac- 
tor.” 

In an indirect criticism of 
the United States for Mock- 
ing a Lebanese request for a 
Security Council debate on 
Israel’s repeated air raids and 
artillery bombardments in 
South Lebanon, A1 Baath 
said: • 

“Defending the Israeli 
assaults under the pretext of 
safeguarding peace efforts in 
the Middle East is counter- 
productive and has encour- 
aged Israel to defy peace and 
efforts exerted to achieve it.” 


‘MASS RAPIST; Ram Prasad is escorted by a across northern India over a period of almost 
poHceman shortly after Ms arrest Tuesday In ten years. Poticc warcts «y the actul number 
New De&d for allegedly raping hundr eds of of sexual assaults could be as high as 700 (AFP 
women and murdering adults and eha d r yn photo) 


Crown Prince, Demirel hold talks 


(Conttnned from page 1) 

deavours to bring about a 
just, comprehensive peace 
in the Middle East. 

He said he looks forward 
to visiting Jordan in the 
near future. 

Prince Hassan and the 
Turkish president also dis- 
cussed the situation in the 
Balkans. Both Jordan and 
Turkey have peacekeeping 
troops in former Yugos- 
lavia. 

The two sides also discus- 
sed the situation in Central 
Asia. Discussion also cen- 


(Coathmed from page 1) 

Jordan for suggesting it could 
play an important regional 
role in the Middle East peace 
process. 

Jordan and Israel signed a 
declaration last month ending 
a 46-year state of war be- 
tween them as part of moves 
towards a full peace pact. 
They opened a joint border 
crossing on Monday. 

Iraq s government, still 
under punitive international 
sanctions imposed after its 
troonps invaded Kuwait in 
1990, has not officially criti- 
cised agreements signed bv 
Israel with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and Jordan. 

It denied an Israeli Televi- 
sion report suggesting it had 
made peace overtures to- 
wards Israel through a third 
party. 

Asked about Jordan's ties 
with the PLO, Dr. Majali 


i red on the need to respect 
the rights of all followers of 
the three monotheistic reli- 
cions to their holy sites in 
Jerusalem and respect for 
political pluralism. 

Prince Hassan and the 
accompanying delegation 
arrived in Ankara Tuesday 
afternoon and were re- 
ceived hy senior Turkish 
officials and the Jordanian 
ambassador to Turkey. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein hade farewell to the 
Crown Prince upon his de- 
parture. 

.Also bidding farewell to 
the Crown Prince were 


Jordan not trying 

said the main problem was 
the lack of coordination be- 
tween the two. 

“The cegrctable part in the 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tion is the lack of coordina- 
tion... I think lack of coor- 
dination is very harmful, pri- 
marily for our Palestinian 
brothers," he said, adding 
that the Palestinians, who 
have not had a state of their 
own. could benefit from Jor- 
dan's government experi- 
ence. 

"A good relationship re- 
quires coordination, but re- 
grtytaNy it does not exist." he 
said. 

. Palestinian officials said on 
Saturday the Palestinian 
National Authority will send 
a team to Amman to discuss 
ties strained by the warming 
of relations between Israel 
and Jordan. 

They said the visit could be 
followed by a meeting be- 
tween PLO leader Yasser 


Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Faisal Ben Al Hus- 
sein, Prince Ghazi Ben 
Mohammad, Prune Minis- 
ter Abdul Salant Majali. 
Roval Court Chief Sharif 
Zcid Ben Shaker, the 
King's advisors. Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra'd 
Ben Zeid and senior civil 
and military officials. 

Prince Hassan is accom- 

B amed by hi\ son. His 
.oval Highness Prince 
Rashcd. the Crown 
Prince's special advisor 
Mohammad Al Saqqaf and 
advisor for International 
Law Aoun Khasawnch. 


PLO presses crackdown 


(Continued from page 1) 

Palestine, the main opposi- 
tion group rejects the peace 
talks with Israel and has the 
most to gain from a PLO 
fail lire. 

They have said they will 
participate in local elections 
for any dvic body that would 
allow them to influence soda! 
and education policy, but 
would not ran in national 
elections because that would 
imply acceptance of the 
Israel-PLO peace pact. 

Israel said Tuesday the 
Palestinian authority’s crack- 
down had gone a long way to 
safeguarding the peace pro- 
cess. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres told Israeli radio be 
was “convinced the arrests 
were serious, the auton- 
omous authorities under- 
stood they must act firmly 
against terrorism.” 

Israel's delegation head 
General Danny Rotschild 
added: “I think any action 
which is taken by the Palesti- 
nian authority against people 
who are aiming towards des- 
troying the peace process is 
something to bail on both 


Israeli and PLO nego- 
tiators failed to wrap op the 
transfer of civilian powers to 
Palestinians throughout the 
West Bank during two days 
of talks here, top PLO nego- 


tiator Nabii Shaath said. 

They bad now agreed to 
meet again in Cairo next 
week to reach a settlement, 
Dr. Shaath added. 

Dr. Shaath is also to meet 
Mr. Peres in the Egyptian 
port of Alexandria on 
Wednesday this week. 

“We made progress but we 
were not able to finalise it 
today, we are hoping further 
progress will be mane next 
Monday in Cairo,” be said. 

Mr. Rabin and Mr. Arafat 
agreed to speed op the exten- 
sion of self-rule during talks 
here last Wednesday. 

But negotiations are 
stumbling over the issue of 
taxation. Agreements have 
already been reached on 
education, health, tourism 
and soda] affairs. 

The two sides on Tuesday 
also discussed elections to a 
Palestinian self-rule council. 

Elections to a national 
ooandl, or parliament, have 
been postponed twice and are 
now scheduled to be held on 
December IS. 

Dr. Shaath said an agree- 
ment on elections was "very 
important to us because it is a' 
very im port a nt expression of 
democracy and popular legi- 
timacy." 

Under the terms of the 
Israel-PLO declaration of 
principles signed in Septem- 
jber, Israeli forces are due to 
redeploy on the West Bank 
before the elections. 


U.N. appeals for aid 


(Continacd from page 12) 


Ties 

with Syria 

(Continued from page 1) 

Dr. Majali said it was 
impossible for Jordan to, 
discuss developing water 
sources and to talk about 
the future with Israel be- 
fore the two sides reach an 
agreement on restoration 
of Jordanian rights. 

Arafat and King Hussein. 

Asked about a possible 
meeting between Mr. Arafat 
and King Hussein. Dr. Majali 
told Al Khaleej that Palesti- 
nians had suggested it "but a 
date has notbeen set." 

Palestinians were upset 
when Israel recognised Jor- 
dan's role in guardianship of 
Islamic, holy sites in Jeru- 
salem in the declaration it 
signed with the Kingdom on 
July 25. • 


Israel and 
Syria said 
discussing 
compromise 

(Continued from pap t) 

the Middle East." 

In Damascus. Syria’s ruling 
National Progressive Front 
(NPF) coalition said Monday 
that Israel had tried to 
change the rules of the peace 
process since it was launched 
by the Madrid conference in 
1991. 

"The peace process stum- 
bles against Israel's attempts 
to deviate from (he Madrid 
formula," the NPF said in a 
statement, quoted by the offi- 
cial news agency SANA. 

This formula is based on 
United Nations resolutions 
on Israeli withdrawal from 
occupied Arab territory and 
the principle of lanil-for- 
peace. said the statement 
issued after an NPF meeting. 

The seven-party’ coalition, 
which includes President 
Assad's Baath Party, also ac- 
cused Israel of "driving a 
wedge in Arab ranks to 
achieve its policy based on 
separate accords*' with Arab 
states. 

The NPF stressed "Syria's 
commitment to the peace 
process, in accordance with 
the principles on which it was 
launched. ' and said Damas- 
cus would continue to work 
for "a just, global and lasting 
peace in the region." 

The NPF. the'highest poli- 
tical authority in Syria, also 
discussed preparations for 
Aug. 24 and 25 general elec- 
tions during its meeting 
Monday. 


security has been disrupted 
among vulnerable population 
groups. 

In some areas crops have 
been neglected, and the soar- 
ing food prices have particu- 
larly affected the poorest 
populations. The conflict 
directly affected civilians in 
Aden, Lahej, Abyan, Shab* 
wa, Taiz. and Hadriunaut 


governorates. 

The severe food shortages 
suffered in conflict-affected 
areas, combined with in- 
creased incidence of di- 
arrhoea, have affected the 
nutritional status of most 
children aged 6-24 months. 

Water and sanitation ser- 
vices ceased to function in 
conflict-affected areas. 
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Oil prices hit 6-year low in first half of ‘94 

A- «/ above S18 this year 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Average crude oil prices in 
the first half of 1994 have 
cuved to their lowest level in 
six years despite a recent 
improvement sparked mainly 
bv an oil strike in Nigeria, 
official reports said Tuesday. 

The pnce of OPEC’s bas- 
ket of seven crudes averaged 
$14.58 in the first six months 
of 1994 compared with $17.6 
f in the first half of 1993. 
according to reports by 
OPEC and the Organisation 
of Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OAPEC). 

In the first six months of 
1992 the price averaged 


$17.75, in 1991 $18.22 and in 
1990 $16.97 for the same 
period. 

But in the whole of 1990. 
prices hit an eighi-vear high 
of $22.25 because of the Gulf 
War. 


Oil prices woe as weak as 
$13.8 in 1988 and hit a 10- 
year low of $13.7 in 1986 due 
to a production war within 
the then 13-nation Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC). 


The Gulf controls more 
than 60 per cent of the 
world’s crude reserves and 
around one fifth of the 
world's oil exports pass 
through the strategic Strait of 
Hormuz, which Iran 
threatened to close during 
the 1980-1988 war. 


Oil prices dipped to $13.75 
in March, one of their lowest 
levels in five years. 


to meet in November ro dis- 
cuss whether to increase the 
ceiling, which has remained 
unchanged since September 
1993. 

Experts said they expected 
an increase for the first quar- 
ter of 1994, when demand is 
projected to exceed 26 mil- 
lion b/d. ■ 


But they have recovered to 
above $1/ because of the oil 
strike in Nigeria and OPEC’s 
general compliance with its 
official output ceiling of 24.52 
million barrels per day (b/d). 

OPEC oil ministers are due 


They had shot to a record 
$34.3 in 1981. when Gulf 
crude supplies and naval 
■routes were threatened by 
the I ran- Iraq war. 


Quota violations by some 
of the cartel members cou- 
pled with expectations about 
the return of embargo-hit 
Iraq to the market pushed 
crude prices to as low as 
$16.33 in 1993 compared with 
$18.45 in 1992. 

“Oil prices should remain 
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THE PEOPLE OF INDONESIA 
A HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY 

AFFIRMING JORDANIAN FRIENDSHIP 
AND HOPES OF CONTINUED 
L PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY ^ 



OKAY. SO YOU 
LOOK FIERCE 
GUARDING OUR 
BACKYARD.. > 


WHAT IF SOMEONE 
COMES INTO OUR 
FRONT YARD? 


SEND THEM 
AROUND HERE 
IN BACK.. 


Andy Capp 
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above $18 this year in order 
to maintain their 1993 level.” 
a Gulf oil expert said. “But 1 
do not think they will reach 
their 1992 level as they tire 
unlikely to increase to $21.” 

According to OPEC news 
agency OPECNA, prices 
stood at $17.60 at the end of 
last week and averaged 
$15.15 this year. 

They averaged $13.56 in 
the first quarter and $15.60 in 
the second quarter. 

Although prices are not 
likely to exceed their . 1993 
level, the recent improve- 
ment could help Gulf states 

. ■ J J.C^ ' 


U.S., Japan reach 
accord on patent rights 


TOKYO (R) — Japan and the 
United States have reached 
an accord on intellectual 


properly rights, their first 
sectoral agreement in 13- 
month -old trade talks, a 


Japanese foreign ministry 
official said Tuesday. 

The two nations will sign a 
pact detailing ways to streng- 
then protection of patents in 
Washington, the official said 
in a telephone interview. 

“The two nations have 
readied a substantial agree- 
ment on what we should do 
over the issue. ..we'll exchange 
statements confirming the 
measures to be taken by each 
side, and sign at 5 a.m. 
Tokyo time Wednesday 
(2000 GMT on Tuesday)," he 
said. 


cut the projected deficit in 
their budgets. 


tbeir budgets. 

• Predicting weak prices. 
Saudi Arabia and its partners 
in the six-nation Gun Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) have 
based their 1994 budgets on a 
minimum price level of: be- 
tween $13 and $16. 


Are you fully covered? 


Wear our pioneer 
designs in gold & gems 


^ DAJANVS 


Amra Hotel Shops, 6th Circle, Amman 

Amman Rio de Janeiro 

since 1988 since 1975 


The pact calls for Japan to 
speed up the process of grant- 
ing patents by improving fil- 
ing procedures. Japan would 
also allow objections to be 
filled after a patent has been 
tentatively granted. 

The United States would 
take action to take public the 
contents of patents granted in 
order' to prevent infringe- 
ment caused by a Jack of 
information, the official said. 

Intellectual property is one 
of the least contentious issues 
in Japan-U.S. talks aimed at 
promoting freer bilateral 
trade in goods and services. 
The talks began in July 1993.. 

U . S. firms have com- 
plained that they are losing 
money from piracy of books, 
software, films and record- 
ings in many countries, in- 
cluding Japan, China and 
Russia. 

Intellectual property rights 
is uot among the “priority" 
sectors in the talks. Those 
sectors are insurance, cars 
and car parts, and govern- 
ment procurement of medical 
and telecommunications 
equipment. 

Japan’s NHK public televi- 
sion quoted unnamed 
Japanese official sources as 
saying ■ it remained uncertain 
whaner the agreement on 
intellectual property would 
give impetus to negotiations 
m other areas. 


Arabs 
earn 
$5bless 
from oil 


exports 


ABU DHABI ( AFP) — 

Arab oil earnings dropped 

. .« mr t-Jii: z 


by more than $5 billion in 
1993 due to weak crude 
prices although Kuwait’s til 
output was sharply higher, 
an official report said Mon- 
day- 

The earnings stood at 
around $92 billion com- 
pared with $97.7 billion in 
1992, said the report by the 
Organisation of Arab Pet- 
roleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OAPEC). 

The report, carried by 
the official Emira tes news 
agency WAM, gave no 
breakdown but experts said 
nearly half the revenues 
were earned by Satufi Ara- 
bia, which produced an 
average 8.095 ntiuon bar- 
rels per day (b/d) in 1993. 

TotaT Arab crude output 
stood at nearly 17.5 nriUtou 
b/d, more than a quarter of 
the world’s ofl supplies. 

The Kuwaiti-based 
OAPEC said most Arab 
countries lost revenues doe 
to the fall in ofl prices in 
1993 to around $16.33 from 
$18.44 in 1992. 

Kuwait’s earnings, 
however, jumped by] 
around 53 per cent because 
of a surge in crude produc- 
tion to an average 1.88 mil- 
lion b/d in 1993 compared 
with 918,000 b/d in 1992. 

The rise followed a gra- 
dual rehabilitation of the 
Emirate's oQ'sector which 
was crippled by the Iraqi 
invasion forces before they 
were ejected in February 
1991. 


THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA’S 
CELEBRATIONS OF INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HANl AL ASHt in the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan offers h'eart-feit congratulations to 
His Excellency the Ambassador of Indone- 
sia, the embassy staff and ali the Indone- 
sian people, wishing them continued prog- 
ress and prosperity on the occasion of 
Indonesia’s Independence Day which falls 
on Aug,17. 

Congratufations-.to the Indonesian people. 



President of Indonesian 
Republic SUHARTO 


JORDAN DECORATIVE MATERIALS CO. LTD. 



Preridentof Indonesian Re- 
pabBc SUHARTO 


Kuwait now produces 
two million b/d under an 
OPEC accord and it has 
indicated it would seek a 
higher quota as it presses 
ahead with plans to boost 
output capacity, i ncludin g 
in die Neutral Zone it 
shares with Saudi Arabia. 

Arab ofl earnings hit an 
eight-year high of $102.3 
bmion in 1990, when crude 
prices shot above $40 due to 
a halt in Iraqi and Kuwaiti 
ofl supplies miring the war. 
But the fjgnrc remained far 
lower than die record $212 
billion earned by Arabs in 
1981. 


THE PEOPLE -OF INDONESIA 
A HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY 

AFFIRMING JORDANIAN FRIENDSHIP 
AND HOPES OF CONTINUED 
PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 
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Horoscope not received 


THE Daily Crossword by R*v*»o«d I 




“Next time we have an argument, 
I’ve got 1000 guys on the Internet 
waiting to help me win!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

® by Hand Arnold and Iflla Argirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter ro each square, to forni 
four onfinary words. 


ARGIN 




X 

TEVEN 

nr \i 

~TT: 

1 

GROHPE 


^3 7 ^ 

< L ^ j 


STEFIA 

Ne 



srTf> j» 


. ACROSS 
1 Matti sub) 
SParsegfran 
BLovawe 
13 Wita of Zeus 
i« Cara game 
ISOktik 

16 — RIPHM * ■ 
{deadlocked} 

17 Cask contents 

18 Headless 

19 Lively party 

21 Buchanan and 
Cayce 

22 Commodores' 

M 

23Addams 

portrayer 

25 Hindu Osopane 
27 Deemed 
31 Smeanathsti 
34 Freeway xan 

36 Siphon 

37 What you 
D aT (Ifkn) 

39 Empire 

41 Poet Toasdaw 

42 Narrow pace 

44 Toes me i«o 

46 . 1 Can" 

47 Ithaca. NY 
school 

49 Oean (he deck 
51 Meet at the door 
53 Bays 
57 Washout 
80 Adlcbed 
6? Stunned 
63 Cherry warmy 
*4 Parang subject 

65 Navigation 
system 

66 Opera sections 

67 Sports gp 
88 —wean- 

69 Vintage Bun 

70 Scream 



i in, lieun* um S 
' u r«n» nmanwi) 


WHAT ATTEACTEP 


MATTRE56. OP. 


form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


DOWN 

> Turns to slush 

2 Neural networks 

3 Certain Asian 

4 Alarms and 
tegs 

5 Svrelar 

6 — Del (aroused 
memories) 


7 Had looa 

8 Atehers 

9 Carpentry items 
io Aeveas names 
” Largest damm 

Qarmany 
12 Kmgm and 
Kamwdy 
14 Trendy one 

20 Ruinous faw 

21 Btthcai verb 
wrong 

2* Green 
_ manors 
26 Smas space 
28Cotork»s 

29 Fatted loser 

30 themgfti ■ 
3t Record 

32 About 
33Roseanne, 

tor marly 

35 Tafc 

38 Condor's 
measure 
40 W«d 
Beneath — 


a hade Solved: 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnirnnn nnnnnnn 

nnannnnnn 

!~nn nnnnn nnnr, 
nnnn nnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnrrnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnn 
„ nnnnnnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnrr 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


43 Out of each 55 — wave 

hundred 56 Fitter * 

45 Warmed 57 FOR a dog 

48 Ztxkac sign SB S*onky 

SO Elongated tisn 59 Srwss raw 

52 Couple ol tunes 81 Keen on 

54 Draw out 63 Lush settog’ 


Answer “j 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: BURST 


{Answers tomorrow) 
BAMBOO METRIC 


Answer. Always on the earphone mokes Km this — 
A MOTOR MOUTH 
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A 


D’AN 


OAPEC said crude and 
gas supplies by its 10 mem- 
bers increased to 19.4 mil- 
lion b/d in. 1993 from 17.8 
million b/d in 1992 mainly 
becanse of the rise in 
Kuwait’s output. Consump- 
tion of ofl products also 
grew to 2.7 million b/d from 
2.4 million b/d. 
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Financial 

Markets 


Con-enc) 

He w yoJite 
Clew 
0m n5/S/94 

Tokyo 

Clow. 

n “ r 16/t/q* 

Slerting Pound 

:.5415 

1.5595 

DntKte Marl 

1 .5522 

I. §57* 

Swiss Franc 

BBSS 

I . 3 062 

Frracb Franc 

■ViN 

5.346S-* 

VOl 

J 00.13 

100.16 

European Current I nit . 

HSUS 

I.ZJ97** 


fW*"* n» H ■» IM LB liMT 


16/8/1994 


Cunts? 

1 MTH 

3 MTKS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.5. Dollar 

4.43 

4.66 

s.r: 

5.62 

Surfing Pound 

4.93 

5-43 

5. >7 

6.62 

DralKbe Mark 

4.61 

4.75 

4.61 

5 .06 

S»hs Franc 

4.00 

4.12 

4.31 

4.43 

French Franc 

5.31 

5.50 

5.75 

6.06 

Yen 

1.93 

2.06 

2.12 

2 .43 

European L'limu) t-'nli 

5.93 

6.06 

6.25 

6~.56 
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on b/d. 
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Current? 

Bid 

Offer 

L'-S. DoBar 

0.6950 

0.6970 

Surfing Pound 

1.0662 

1.0735 

Dru&cfer Mark 

0.4458 

0.44(0 

Stria. Franc 

5.5372 

0.5339 

Fmch Franc 

0.1299 

5.1355 

JajMtoeic Yen' 

0.6930 

0.5945 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3966 

0.3986 



iijfan Lira' 

0.0435 

0.0431 

Bdj^on Franc 




Daw 
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Carrrocj 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.1270 

! .3400 

Lebanese Lira' 

0.040450 

0.041835 

Saudi Rfjal 

0.1350 

0.1861 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3100 

t.3400 

Qatari Rival 

0 . 1696 

. 0. 7909 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2050 

0.2Z50 

Omani Riyal 

1.1860 

1.8020 

UAE Dirham 

0. 1666 

0.1896 

Greek Drachma" 

0.2675 

0.3135 

Cypriot Pound 

1.3775 

1.4965 


Dubai Islamic Bank moves 
to the top of the league 


DUBAI, United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — The Dubai 
Islamic Bank (DJB) is to dou- 
ble its capital to become the 
world's biggest Islamic bank 
despite being affected by the 
collapse of the Bank of Cre- 
dit and Commerce Interna- 
tional. a senior DIB official 
said Tuesday. 

The bank has invited its 
shareholders to buy new 
shares it will issue next month 
to double its capital to 420 
million dirhams (SI 14.4 mil- 
lion). accounts department 
director Hussein AI Rifai, 
told AFP. 

A total of 2. 3 million Asm 
are to be issued at a cost of 
100 dirhams (S27.2) each. 

"Subscription will begin on 
Sept. 1 and will last for one 
month. We expect the shares 
to be subscribed in less than a 
month given the strong finan- 
cial position of the bank and 
the confidence in it." he said. 

**The increase will give 
birth to the biggest Islamic 


Bank in the world in terms of 
capital and the second in 
terms of assets. Currently, 
the Saudi Faisal Islamic Bank 
is the biggest in the world.” 

Ine Dubai government 
owns 12 per cent of DIB 
while the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment has a 10 per cent stake 
and the rest is held by private 
investors. 

DIB did not distribute pro- 
fits to its shareholders for 
three years because of the 
BCC1 crisis but ir approved a 
cash dividend of sly per cent 
in 1993, when net profits 
stood at 17 million dirhams 
($4.63 mil lion 1. 

Bank officials said they ex- 
pected net profits to surge to 
28 million dirhams (S7.62 
million) in 1994 due to an 
economic upturn in the re- 
gion. 

Mr. Rifai conceded DIB 
was dealing with BCCI before 
it was shut down by the Bank 
of England in July 1991 for 
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al legations of massive fraud 
said to. have involved more 
than $10 billion. 

But he defended the deal- 
ings as merely commercial 
transactions that did not in- 
clude interest, banned by 
Islam as usury. 

"Wc do not deny that we 
had dealings with BCCI. We 
did this because it is owned 
by the United Arab Eantes 
(UAE) government and 
there was no Islamic bank in 
London to deal with,” he 
said. 

i 

“BCCI was like a repre- 
sentative for us. Our transac- 
tions covered imports and ex- 
ports as well as real estate 
investment. We are now 
waiting to sec how much we 
will regam from our money 
with the BCCI but we have 
fully recovered from the 
probleifi by covering our los- 
ses from provisions and pro- 
fits.” 

Bankers earlier said DIB 
assets with BCCI were esti- 
mated at 300 million dirhams 


($81.7 
peered to 
and 40 
under a 
by the U. 
Dhabi. 



n) and it is ex- 
er between 30 
nt of the sum 
pensation offer 
emirate of Abu 
h owned 77 


cent of BCCI. The $1.8 Ei£ 
lion offer is awaiting approval 
by courts ft England, Luxem- 
bourg and Grand Caymans. 


Saudi Arabia issues 
$ 280 m floating-rate notes 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
is issuing $280 million in 
five-year floating-rale notes 
within the Arab 'Gulf states. 
Saudi-based bankers said. 

Bankers in the kingdom 
said $180 million had already 
been placed with Saudi banks 
before the issue went to mar- 
ket and financial institutions 
in other Arab Gulf states 
were also showing an in- 
terest. 

The notes are doliar-de- 
nominated. have a five-year 
maturity and are priced at 2? 
basis points over the three- 
month London Inter-Bank 
Offered Rare (Libor), the 
guide used in world markets 
for borrowing by banks. 

"It’s a short-term cash 
management instrument 
which would appeal to banks 
in time of rising interest 
rates. There's a good spread 
over LIBOR, but not overly 
generous.” one said. 

“There’s a reasonable 
amount of dollar income in 
Gulf Cooperarion Council 
(GCC) states,” the banker 
said. The six GCC states, all 
of them oil producers, are 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain. 
Kuwait, Qatar, Oman and 
the United Arab Emirates 

Saudi British Bank is 
underwriting and managing 
the offer of the notes, which 


are book-entry only. The 
Riyadh-based bank will make 
a market in the instruments, 
the bankers said. 

The Saudi Arabian Monel* 
ary Agency >(SAMA) already 
issue-, treasury bills with 
maturities of up to one year 
and gwensnetil development 
bond* of up to five vears. 

Monday’s issue is the firs: of 
floatinc-ratc notes in the 
Gulf. 

The Cyprus-based Middle- 
East Economic Survey 
iMEESi said m its Monda\ 
issue that bankers in Saudi 
Arabia were speculating that 
the issue might be followed 
by another to take the total 
value up !<» a round number 
such ;t> S5» w> million. 

The newsletter also re- 
ported that the cash-strapped 
kingdom had decided against 
deferring repayments on its 
only foreign loan and will pay 


the next $900 million instal- 
ment on its due dare of Aug. 

22 

MEES said a week ago 
that, after making the Tint 
due payment on its S4.5 bil- 
lion balancce of payment 
loan in May, Saudi Arabia 
was seeking to defer for two 
years the "remaining three . 
quarterly payments. 

MEES attributed the 
change of heart to higher 
than expected oil prices and 1 
to the insistence of some cre- 
ditor banks, particularly the 
French, on better terms for - 
the deferral. ^ 

“The government's iyto fcy 
problems have eased during 
the last few weeks as a result 
of firmer oil prices... with 
much more munev available. * 
the Saudis could afford to 
dispense with wrangling over 
the terms of the deferral." it ; 
said. ' 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and' selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bulLoa markets Tuesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


j 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


13807/17 

13580/70 

1.7488/98 

1.3071/81 

32.10/14 

53415/65 

1392/75 

100.49/59 

7.8031/31 

6.8505/55 

6.1780/30 

$13386/96 

$376.65/377905 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Computer makers battle 
for bigger market share 
in Arab Gulf countries 


DUBAI Untied Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — Computer 
giants from Asia, the United 
States a:.d other countries 
have steeped up the race to 
er.'b a bigger share of the 
Ciulf market, prompted by 
rapid growth in the hardware 
sector' and crowing protec- 
tion aaamst piracy in the oil- 
rich region. 

Some leading world firms 
are increasing investment to 
produce Arabic software 
programmes to cater for the 
needs of the region, where 
rapid economic and industrial 
expansion is creating a vast 
market for computers. 

Local dealers estimate 
sales of hardware and soft- 
ware in the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council iGCC) 
at more than SI billion a year 
and the figure is expected to 
increase steadily in the fu- 
ture. 

"The market is growing by 
more than 10 per cent a year 
as the region is racing to keep 
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ttreast of computer dcvclop- 


nput 

nicnis in industrial coun- 
tries.” vtid Hu vim Ha turn, 
regional manager of Gulf 
Business Machines company. 

“There is strong competi- 
tion in the market and more 
and more companies are join- 
ing in.” he pointed out. “So 
far. the United States is 
dominating the market of 
main frames and mini-compu- 
ters while Taiwan is controll- 
ing the market of personal 
computers. Concerning 
Japan, its presence in the 
Middle East is still weak.” 

More than 1,000 com- 
panies from the United 
States. Taiwan. Japan, Ger- 
many. France. India. South 
Korea. Singapore and Hong 
Kong will * participate in an 
international computer fair in 
Dubai on Oct. 29. 

Iran. Egypt and other 
countries, which have no ma- 
jor computer industries, will 
display software programmes 
at the" exhibition, the biggest 
computer fair in the Middle 
East, according to organisers 
of the annual event. 

“The exhibition is designed 
to introduce the latest in 
computer technology, which 
is developing very fast. It also 
includes some deals,” said 
NidaJ Abu Zaki of the Dubai 
World Trade Centre, which is 
organising (he fair. 

The United States is again 
dominating ihe Gulf In- 
formation Technical Exhibi- 
tion while several companies 
are participating for the first 
time. 


He said such compctili 
had sharply depressed prk 
of both hardware and so 


Mr. Zaki said computer 
companies were taking 
advantage of the open Gulf 
market and business growth 
to boost production. Many 
world companies have started 
to produce Arab programmes 
to (ace growing demand in 
the region, he said. 

He said such competition 
rices 
soft- 
ware and they could go down 
further. 

"There are dramatic de- 
velopments in the computer 
market. Every six months 
you find new products and 
many companies are vying in 
this "field. This has prompted 
many of them to set up bases 
in the region,” he said. 

Dealers said Saudi Arabia, 
the world's top oil producer 
and exporter, had the biggest 
computer market in the 

It is followed bv the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
Kuwait. 

Such a market is also grow- 
ing fast in the other GCC 
Mates — Bahrain, Qatar and 
Oman — due to development 
in their industries, economy, 
banking and other services 
sectors. 

Most GCC states have 
enacted laws on protection of 
copyrights and intellectual 
property following pressure 
from the United States, 
whose companies have com- 
plained about heavy losses 
due to widespread piracy. 

The remaining GCC mem- 
bers are in the process of 
drafting similar legislation. 

Mr. Zaki said he expected 
such laws to boost sales of 
software in the region and 
encourage international com- 
panies to increase produc- 
tion. He said the software 
mnrkel currently ranged be- 
tween $75 million and SIUQ 
million a year. 

“The figure is tod small 
compared with the hardware 
market . This is because it 
does not include piracy 
sales." he said. “But it will 
sharply grow as regional 
countries begin to enforce 
protection laws. This will en- 
courage world companies to 
increase investment to de- 
velop new programmes in 
Arabic and other languages.” 
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Italian Grand Prix reinstated 


PARIS (R) — The Italian 
Grand Prix was reinstated on 
Monday following high-level 
-contacts between ronuoli 
.One’s ruling body and the 
Italian government 
Three days after cancelling 
the race because of doubts 
-.we r whether the Italian au- 
thorities would carry out 
- safety work to the track, the 
.international Motoring Fed- 
; eration (FIA) accepted a 
; temporary solution which 

• c h a ng es the line of a dangcr- 

curve. 

• -The Monza race, which is 
.-’the highlight of die Formula 
[One season for Italian race 
"fans and caused an uproar, 
-when cancelled, will go ahead 
-as scheduled on September 
11 . 

' 'The FIA said the famous 

■ sweeping Lesmo curve would 
be altered to make it more 
acute and slow down the 

/Speeds. 

:T “The changes will make 
-.the comer tighter and slow 
’speeds down considerably,” 

< said FIA spokesman Martin 
: Whittaker. “Cars would take 
die comer at about 260kph 

• before, but will be reduced to 
.about lOOkpb.” 

: - - The race had been in doubt 
. since Italian authorities re- 
fused to cut down about 100 
ancient trees in a royal park 

■ to widen the run-off area 

• needed to meet new safety 
specifications. 

. . But following a meeting on 
Saturday in Cannes between 


FIA President Max Mosley, 
leading driver Gerhard Ber- 
ger, Italian Cabinet Under- 
secretary Gianni Lena, Pres- 
ident of die Lombardy Re- 
gion Paolo Anigoni and the 
Italian Automobile Club, a 
temporary solution for this 
year's race was hammered 
out. 

Letta sent a message to 
Mosley expressing “satisfac- 
tion on behalf of Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi 
and millions of Italian sports 
fens” for his decision to rein- 
state the race. Rai state tele- 
vision reported on Monday. 

Monza officials have also 
agreed to add a large gravel 
run-off, take down a grand- 
stand and remove 10 trees, 
which will be replanted in the 
park to appease environmen- 
talists. 

Work is expected to start 
on modifying the circuit as 
early as Tuesday. 

Safety- has become a prior- 
ity in Formula One after Ayr- 
ton Senna of Brazil and Au- 
strian Roland Ratzenberger 
died earlier this year at the 
San Marino Grand Prix at the 
Italian circuit of Imola. 

FIA and the drivers de- 
manded changes to the Les- 
mo curves but Lucia Grem- 
mo, the superintendent of 
cultural heritage for the 
Milan area, had opposed any 
solution to make the Monza 
track safer which involved 
felling centuries-old trees. 


On Thursday, Arrigoni 
said; “Berlusconi's reputa- 
tion is riding on his ability to 
defend the Grand Prix,” 
while Monza Mayor Aldo 
Moltifiori said ‘it is entirely 
the government's fault/* 

And as the public wrangle 
among Italian politicians and 
race organisers continued 
without ever looking like' pro- 
ducing a solution, FIA lost 
patience and announced on 
Friday that the 65-year-old 
race had been removed from 
the calendar. 

Letta suggested building 
chicanes to reduce speed, but, 
that was unacceptable to 
FIA, and with the dispute 
bringing the resignation of 
the mayor of Monza and re- 
flecting badly on Mr. Berlus- 
coni, the prime minister took 
the unusual step of dispatch- 
ing his cabinet under- 
secretary to France. 

After several boms of talks 
on the French Riviera, FIA 
finally agreed to the Italians* 
solution, but in a statement 
from their Paris headquarters 
on Monday they said it was 
acceptable “on the basis that' 
it is for 1994 only.” 

FIA would not expand on 
what Monza will have to do 
to win approval for next sea- 
son, but it is believed they 
need the new changes detract 
from the character of the 
famous circuit and that the 
comer is no longer challeng- 
ing enough. 



Olympic foes face semifinal duel I Jackson attempts own world record 


Top referee admits to extra pressure 


LONDON (AFP) — Top re- 
feree Philip Don admitted 
here on Monday that officials 
will be under the spotlight as 
.never before tins season. 

Don, the only English re- 
. feree at this summer’s World 
Cttp, was in charge of Sun- 
day’s Charity Shield at 
' Wembley, where Manchester 
. United beat Blackburn 2-0 in 
game of seven bookings. 

But schoolteacher Don in- 
sisted be would have booked 
- all seven players — four from 
•Blackburn and three from 
United — last season as well. 

After the game Blackburn 
■ boss Kenny Dalglish was cri- 


tical of the refereeing and 
warned about taking the ele- 
ment of. commonsense away 
from referees. 

But Don said: “Not every 
bad tackle is a cantionable 
offence. The referee h as to 
use his commonsense. It is 
very dear. You cannot take 
that away while it is still in 
the laws that decisions are 
down to tiie referee’s opin- 
ion. 

“If you took that out, then 
we would become like 
robots. They talk about 
players being under pressu re 
— bat yesterday I felt under 
real pressure thanks to these 


directives from FIFA. 

“AH four of us — even the 
reserve official — were under 
the microscope out there. It 
was being televised live, 
would be seen in many coun- 
tries and it was on the radio. 
We were very aware of our 
responsibilities.” 

But Don pointed out: *1 
could have sent three people 
off but I exercised common- 
sense. I didn’t want to see a 
proliferation of red and yel- 
low cards. 

“I think all that lu»S hap 

pened is that over the last few 
years we have become a bit 
relaxed about the laws. ” 


PALERMO, Sicily (R) — 
Britain’s Olympic champion 
Chris Boardman and German 
Jens Lehmann, the man be 
beat in Barcelona, face a 
showdown in the semifinals 
of 4,000 metres world cycling 
pursuit championships. 

The two rivals scored com- 
fortable quarter-final victor- 
ies on Monday, with Board- 
man posting the fastest time 
of the round despite a sto- 
mach bug and a broken 
spoke. 

Boardman’s first ran was 
halted after half a lap because 
he broke a front-wheel 
spoke, but the Briton, who 
had been suffering with intes- 
tinal trouble, raced ahead af- 
ter tiie restart to beat Spain’s 
Juan Martinez by nearly four 
seconds. 

“I was scheduled to try for 
a 4:28 time but I was feeling 
so modi better 1 gave it a 
go,” be said. 

He docked four minutes, 
25.801 seconds, the fastest of 
the quarter-finals that also 
saw the dismissal of last 


Parma’s title hopes depend on Asprilla, Baggio 


ROME (R) — Parma’s hopes 
of capping a meteoric rise to 
the top of Italian soccer by 
winning a first league title 
depend on the fortunes of 
two stars who experienced 
vastly different World Cup 
fortunes. 

Colombian Faustino 
Asprilla — arguably the big- 
gest flop of the World Cup — 
and Italy star Dino Baggio, 
who enhanced his reputation 
as a combative midfielder, 
have the talent to make Par- 
ma tiie main threat to AC 
Milan's bid for a record- tying 
fourth league title. 

But Parma coach Nevio 
Scala knows neither player 
has shown his true colours in 
the league — and must be 
wondering if either one ever 
will. 

Asprilla, 24, a sleek and 
gifted striker, faces a make- 
or-break season at the helm 
of Parma's attack after failing 
to live up to high expecta- 
tions at tiie World Cup. 

Baggio, a tall midfielder 
who scored key goals as Italy 
took the runners-up spot to 
Brazil in the U.S., must now 
prove be can perform week in 
week out in the Serie A after 
his summer move from 
Joventus. 

Troubled by a series of 
injuries, Baggio had a poor 
season with Juventus last 
year. Parma are his fourth 
chib in five seasons and he 
has never really reproduced 
his Italy form at league level. 

Parma, a second-division 
dnb just five years ago, have 
sky-rocketed to the top of 
European soccer after win- 
ning the Italian Cup in 1992, 


tiie Cup Winners’ Cup in * 
1993 and the European Su- 
percup in 1994. 

They finished fifth last year 

— nine points behind Milan 

— after failing to maintain 
sparkling early form. 

As they prepare for 
another assault on the title. 
Asprilla and Baggio may hold 
the key to the final crowning 
glory of Parma’s rise, but 
Scala can rely on.a galaxy of 
stars. 

“I’ve never had a better 
group of players,” Scala said 
recently referring to deals 
which have given him a host 
of international stars to pick 
from. 

Defence looks the 
strongest department with 
Italy defender Roberto Mns- 
si, signed from Torino during 
the World Cup, faring a bat- 
tle for a fiist-team Jersey. 

Portuguese defender Fer- 
nando Couto, who signed 
from Porto at the end of last 
season, complements a back- 
line including sweeper Loren- 
zo Minotti and Italy team 
mate Luigi Apolloni. 

Alberto di Chiara and 
Antonio Benarrivo, who had 
a fine World Cup, promise 
speed on both flanks. 

The midfield also looks as 
strong as any in the Serie A. 

Baggio, set to direct play 
between Swedish World Cup 
star Tomas Brolin and former 
Italy international Massimo 
Crippa, says he is a natural 
midfielder and complaints of 
being misused as a defender 
at Torino, Inter Milan and 
Juventus. 

U I was plagued by injury 
last year and never got into 


the groove,” die 23-year-old 
said recently. “Parma have 
promised I will play at mid- 
field and not as a defender, 
where Juventus kept me and 
where I am not happy.” 

The arrival of striker Mar- 
co Branca, who, scored 14 
goals for relegated Udinese 
last year, has bolstered the 
attack and will ensure Aspril- 
la and Sardinian Gianfranco 
Zola face competition for 
their starting roles. 

The Colombian, scorer of 
seven -goals in his debut sea- 
son ana 10 last year, has been 
criticised for selfish play and 
lack of kilter instinct in tiie 
area. 

Some players, let alone 
fans, see Asprilla, who cut his 
soccer teeth at Nacional 
Medellin, as the sole question 
mark hanging over an other- 
wise solid squad. 

“Faustino wasn’t consis- 
tent last year and a true 
champion cannot allow him- 
self suds -ups and downs,” 
said Brolin. 

“We have a 50 per cent 


chance of warning the tide. If ■ 
Asprilla comes through, then 
the entire squad will reap the 
benefits,” he said. 

Scala has said he wants 
Asprilla, who has had to de- 
fend himself from rumours of 
heavy drinking and wild be- 
haviour off the fiel d, m ore 
concentrated' during training. 

Asprilla, who quit interna- 
tional soccer after the murder 
of team mate Andres Esco- 
bar for scoring an own goal in 
Colombia's early exit from- 
the World Cup, has vowed to 
prove his metric. 

“I had a bad season last 
year,” he confessed recently. 
“But I'm more ready than 
ever to prove X can rise to the 
occasion.” 

If Palma win their first 
title, Asprilla will dedicate it 
to Escobar, the defender who 
was shot dead outside a res- 
taurant in his native Medel- 
lin. 

“I want to play great soc- 
cer, to win the title and dedi- 
cate it to Escobar and his 
family.” 


Carr awaits reversal of fortune 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAN 8HIUW 
A TMMAHHHUCH 
etiu (•*.*• um sum me 

THE FEMALE 

Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 Q 9 3 
T K J 5 
: K Q 6 4 
♦ QS2 

WEST EAST 

4742 4 J 8 8 

: A 0 2 : 9 10 8 8 3 

•■ J 7 3 10 9 6 2 

4 9 8 4 3 * >0 

SOUTH 
4 A K 10 5 

: 7 4 

' A 8 

4 AK J 76 

The bidding: 

South Wot North East 

1 4 Pom 3 NT Pm 

4 4 Put 4 •:• Pm* 

4 4 Pm 4 NT Paso 

8 ■ Pus 6 4 Pmo 

Pm Pm 

Openmic lead: ? 

The standard of play in the 41et 
European Chnmpiooship, especially 
in the Women's Pain no by Bep 
Vriend and Carla Arnolds of the 
Netherlands, was especially high. 


OF THE SPECIES 

Here's a hand where only women'a 
in tuition could have arrived at the 
winning play 

' Vriend. North, and Arnolds ar- 
rived at a reasonable Biz-dub con- 
tract on the auction shown. South’s 
takeout of three no UVmp to four 
dubs wa* a slam try and North, with 
a good fit and tail primes, cooperat- 
ed with a four-diamond cue-bid. Al- 
though North discouraged 
thereafter by bidding four no trump. 
South preased on to alam. 

On lead was Benedict* Cronier of 
Frtfnee. The auction made it clear 
that whatever heart strength North- 
South possessed would be in dum- 
my. »o she found the devilish had of 
the two of hearts: We would hazard 

a guess that 999 of a thousand de- 
claim would finesse dummy’s jack, 
lose to the queen and then have the 
defenders cash the ace of hearts for 
a one-tnek set. 

Arnolds was made of sterner 
stuff. She spent a few nmmenla 
studying the opening lead. Own 
called for the king from dummy. All 
the tricks cay* rolling in- 
ijt belle dame tone me*ri' 


VICTORIA, British Col- 
ombia (R) — Scotland's 
featherweight boxing medal 
prospect Brian Carr is hoping 
for a change of lock when he 
steps into the ring at the 
Commonwealth Games. 

At the recent World Cup in 
Thailand, the Glaswegian 
was forced to withdraw after 
being asked to fight Olympic 
champion Joel Casamayor 
only two hours after arriving. 

Carr was unfortunate to be 
beaten in his first figbt at the 
1992 Barcelona Olympics by 
tiie eventual silver medallist 
from Spain, and is now wait- 
ing impatiently for the chance 
to show bis true talent in a 
Scottish vest. 

‘Tm due a good draw,” 
said Carr, a five-times Scot- 
tish champion and a gold 
medallist at the Common- 
wealth invitation tournament 
in Victoria last year. 


SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT/ AMMAN 
FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 verandas, 3 bathrooms, 
sitting room, separate entrance, garden and gar- 
age. Location: Khalda. 

Please call 271871, Irbid or 
832106 Amman from 2-7 p.m. 


SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished, 4 bedrooms, ground floor apartment 
in Abdoun. 

Please call: 828527 or 863117 


“In Bangkok I. was picked 
up from the airport and a 
couple of hours later I was' 
called up to fight. I was too 
tired and just had to treat the 
trip as a training camp.” 

“At Barcelona I lost- to the 
Spaniard in a messy fight, but 
this time I'm feeling very 
confident. 

“I've fought with all the 
top boys and done really well 
against them. I think I’m 
better than the other people 
here.” 

The all-important draw for 
Carr is on Thursday and 
national coach Tom Brown 
insists his whole squad, part 
of the biggest team Scotland 
have ever sent abroad, are in 

perfect shape. 

Before they left borne the 
team had several sparring 
sessions with the Sandi' 
national team to give the 
fighters more exposure. 


year’s world silver medallist 
Philippe Ermenault of 
France. 

He was beaten by compat- 
riot Franrie Moreau the 1991 
world professional champion 
who meets Guido Foist of 
Germany in Tuesday’s semi- 
finals. 

World champion Graeme 
Obree of Britain was sensa- 
tionally disqualified in Mon- 
day’s qualifying round after 
posting the third- fastest time. 

After eight hours of argu- 
ment over saddle sizes on 
Sunday, Obree ran into trou- 
ble midway through his quali- 
fier Lith Moreau when be 
was eliminated for “betraying 
the spirit” of rule 49’ which 
relates to riding styles. 

Obree said: “1 was told one 
hour before the start that 
there must be a certain clear- 
ance between my chest and 
the handlebars. No distance 
was given, and it was like a 
high jump without the bar. It 
is all pretty vague, but Z knew 
that they were out to get 
me.” . 


Players’ 

union boss 
condemns 
foreign 

influx 

LONDON (AFP) — Players' 
union chief Gordon Taylor 
hit out here on Monday at the 
influx of cheap foreign talent 
flooding into the English 
game. 

Taylor warned that ^big- 
money transfers, like Chns 
Sutton’s 5 million pounds 
move from Norwich to blade- 
bum, were inflating the mar- 
ket, forcing less .weu-<}ffchi6s 
to look abroad for cheaper 
options. 

This increasing trend; 
Taylor warned, 'could be 
damaging to the long-term 
interests of the England 
team. 

Taylor, chief exec u tive of . 
the Professional Footballers' 
Association, suggested a cap 
on transfer fees. to end the 
spiralling inflation that be 
sees as threatening the 
national game. 

“I am not a harbinger of 
doom — but in Itafy every 
team has to have eight Ita- 
lians in it,” said Taylor. 
“We don't have that rale 
, here, and that is a major 
1 problem. Only half of Man- 
chester United’s team in the 
Charity Shield were English. 
If the money goes abroad, 
and doesn't go to chibs like 
Crewe, who groomed David 
Platt, or Torquay, who pro- 
duced Lee Sharpe, then the 
long-term consequences for 
our game could be de- 
trimental. It will become like 
our cricket — we can no 
longer produce our own fast 
bowlers. 

“Players who come in need 
to be regular internationals, 
they need to be in the top 
band of wages, and the fee 
needs to reflect a world-class 
player.” 


ZURICH (R) — World high 
hurdles champion Colin Jack- 
son plans a further stride 
towards the elusive perfec- 
tion be is constantly seeking 
with an attempt on his own 
world record at Wednesday’s 
Zorich Grand Prix. 

Jackson retained his Euro- 
pean title last week in Hel- 
sinki and should successfully 
defend his Commonwealth 
crown in Victoria, Canada, 
next week. 

But although cham- 
pionships are important, tns 
whole season has evolved 
around the Zurich meeting, 
the richest and most presti- 
gious on tiie Grand Pnx cir- 
cuit. 

Physically, despite a couple 
of injuries, Jackson believes 
he is in comparable shape to 
last year when he set the ■ 
world record at the Stuttgart 
World Championships. 

Technically, be thinks he 
has improved following in- 
tensive work on his approach 
to die final fbuf barriers. 


Konyshev 
wins first i 

stage of 

* . ' ./• •*■'! 

Netherlandsi 

Tour 

NIEUWEGEIN, Nether- 
lands (R) — Runiarf Dmitry 
Konyshev secured his first 
win of the s easo n when, be j 
ontspiinted Luca Santo on 
Monday to cfinch the opening 
staae of the Tour of the 
Netherlands, which Was mar- 
red by a crash involving fe , 
motorcycle outrider. 

Konyshev and Italian Scio- 
to succeeded -in breaking . , 
away from the pack, fed for 
85 kilometres of the 170 
kilometres stage from Breda 
to Nten we gc an , and held off 
the charing riders to finish 23 
seconds ahead. 

• The stage had to be shor- 
tened by seven kilometres 
after a motorcycle escort was 
involved in a serious coffisum 
with a sponsor’s vehicle 
three-quarters of the way 
through. The motorcyclist 
was taken to hospital, but his 
injuries were not immediate- 
ly known. 

Konyshev and Scinto at 
one stage built up a lead of 
three minutes and 25 seconds 
before tiie peloton, ted by a 
mixed team -of Dutch racers, 
fbugfat to daw bade the gap. 

Tour of France green 
Jersey winner Djamolkline 
Adboujaparov of Uzbekistan 
proved Ins s printing qualities 
again when be won the stage 
sprint and ended third overall 
as he led the pack home. 

Konyshev wears the lead- 
ers’ orange Jersey in Tues- 
day’s 180-km second stage 
from Nfeuwegein to Ede. 
The tour ends on August 19 
in Valkenburg. 


AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

Announces Kindergarten Registration 

-Low tuition fees. 

- No capital fund assessment fee until first grade 
-Full day classes, 8:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

- Large, new facilities 

- American curriculum* 

• Whole language programme 

• integrated curriculum 

• Special classes in computers, P.E, and music. 

Reserve a place In ACS’s first grade prog- 
ramme for the following year. For more 
information, cell 813944 or 813948 between 
6:00 a.m. - 4:00 pjn. 


■ As added incentive, twice 
Olympic champion Roger 
Kinldom, who set a world 
record here in 1989, is in the 
field along with another 
American veteran in three 
times world champion Greg 
Foster. 

Two other world record 
a tt em pt s have been signalled 
in a meeting which this year 
boasts a budget of around 
$4,000,000. 

The outrageously talented 
Nouredm Morceh, holder of 
world marks at 1,500 and 
3,000 metres as well as the 
mite, steps up to the 5,000 
while Jackie Joyner-Kersee 
attacks the women’s long 
jump record. 

No pacemaker has been 
nominated for tiie >5,000 but 
tiie field contains a group of 
the top Kenyans plus Olym- 
pic 10,000 champion Kh slid 
Skah. 

“There are a number of 
people in the race who could 
break the word record,” 
Morceh said. 


The meeting should also 
decide once and for all who is 
the world’s number one male 
100 metres sprinter this year. 

All the big names have 
entered with the exception of 
Carl Lewis and the size of the 
entry list has necessitated 
three heats and a final. 

Two rounds wifi suit Bri- 
tain’s world and Olympic 
champion Linford Christie 
who "wwri a confrontation 
with the top Americans at tiie 
St. Petersburg goodwill 


injury. 

Christie might not be as 
sharp as he would like but 
with some jsutice he thinks 
be is still the strongest man in 
tiie field. 

But Tuesday may just 
prove the day Dennis Mitch- 
ell comes of age. 

Mitchell would dearly like 
to reheat bis Goodwill 
Games victory over fellow- 
Americans Leroy Barrel and 
Andre Cason and prove be is 
capable of winning. 


Benetton claim fuel blaze 
caused by faulty part 

BUDAPEST (R) — A faulty valve components. 

S t in the refuelling rig used Intertcchnique claimed 

Benetton caused the fl&h confidentiality of design, said, 
i. which engulfed Jos Ver- the Benetton statement 
'slap pen at- the German . Benetton said they were 
Grand Ate, - the team said alerted when Intertcchnique 
on Sunday. personnel arrived in Hungary 

In a statement vfaidi con- “and started to change parts 
tradfeted the claims made by of the refuelling valves that 
Intertechnique, the French Intertcchnique supply to the 
manufacturers of $e refudl- formula one teams.” 
ing e qui pm en t used by all the The statement added: 
teams, Benetton said “the “When engineers i n spected 


BUDAPEST (R) — A faulty 

S t in the refuelling rig used 
Benetton caused the flftsh 
i. which engulfed Jos Ver- 
'stappen at- the German . 

Grand Prtx.tbe team said 
ob Sunday. 

In a statement uAnch con- 
tradicted the claims made by 
Intertcchnique, the French 
manufacturers of $e refudl- 

temra.^Benettoo said “the 
most fikely cause of the fireal the parts that were 'being 
Hockenbeim was a faulty removed, they discovered 
part in the rcfuefling valve.” that these were a different size 
Benetton have claimed to the samp component in Jos 
consistently that they dp not Verstappen’s fuel rig used in 
believe the removal of a filter Hockenhcim.” 
from their rig was tiie cause It went on: “All of the 
of tiie fire, as Intertechnique same parts removed from the 

and the International Motor- fuel valves of six different 
ing Federation (FIA) said in formula one had been 

statement last week. found to have five times the 

Benetton have been sum- operating clearance of the 
moned to appear before the same part removed from Jos 
FIA’s WOrid Motor . Sport Veistappen’s fael rig. 
Council on Oct. 19 to defend “By inspecting .parts from 

themselves against a charge the:: Benetton fuel valve, and 
that they illegally and de- those from other supportive 
Hberatdy removed the filter, formula one teams, Benetton 
Th e team also faoes an have concluded that the fanl- 
appeal on behalf of German ty part was not to the correct 
Michael Schumacher against specification and this could 
a two-race ban for ignoring a have caused the valve to jam 
black flag at the British during the refuelling process 
Grand Prix. at Hockenheim.” 

Benetton’s latest statement The possibility that a faulty 
ina war of words with gov- part or parts in the Intertecb- 
eming body FIA said that tiie nique rig may have 


Analysis Company which the Dutchman Verstappetfs car 
team invited to look into the was not mentioned in state* 
indent had been refused ments from the FIA and In- 
drawmgs of Intertedunque's tertechnique last week 


FOR RENT 

A deluxe furnished apartment comprising two bathrooms, 
sitting room, salon and a dining room with large kitchen 
and breakfast area. Separate garage and telephone. 
Location: Umm Uthainah. 

Plea** call tel. 864648 - 673953 


Furnished Flat For Rent 
xFot Businessmen & Diplomats) 

Deh* e furnished flat. 100m from A! Youbeel Circle. Tla’a 
Al Ali, 3 bedrooms, salon, living room, dining room, 3 
toilets, wide completely furnished kitchen, central heating, 
telephone. Furnished with good standard furniture. 
Approx, annual rent JD 6.000. 

« Tel. 686954 



oar. eo.TW5 mtss scmce. wc 








UCUST 



Sports 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY. AUGUST 17, 1994 11 




aee'Cf^S 

dinin ?iS ipg 


Australians feel pressure 

before Commonwealth games 
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"VICTORIA. British Col- 
ombia (R) — Australian 
swimmers are iQider pressure 
-from within ^ their own n»* m 
bs well as their' rivals before 
Commonwealth Games com- 
petition starts on Friday. 
.As overwhelming 
favourites in the pool, the 
Australians are being target- 
fed by the other swimming 
rations as the squad to beat. 
m - Blit they also have to watch 
'tfreir backs for their own 
teammates could deprive 
them of a coveted place in the 
jSoie-Qp for the world cham- 
pionships in Rome next 
month. 

“Whoever gets the bronze 
in the 1,500 is likely to feel 
really upset/’ said world re- 
cord holder Kieren Perkins 
on Monday. 

Three top Australian are 
entered for the 1,500 metres 
freestyle, but only- two will 
qualify for Italy. 

* Olympic champion Perkins 
said he remained good 
friends with Olympic silver 
medallist Glen Housman and 
the world short course cham- 
pion Dan Kowalski out of the 
water. 


But once in the pool the 
nvalry became intense. 

“This is probably going to 
be one of the most higb press- 
ure sc enarios for us, said 
Perkins, beaten by Kowalski 
at the Australian Open cham- 
pionships M March. 

But despite the lure of the 
^orid championships, Per- 
kins still considers the Com- 
monwealth Games the more 
important competition. 

“It’s one of Australia's 
favourite meets and what rve 
always strived for,” he said. 

Chief coach Don Talbot 
said expectations were always 
high for Australian swim- 
ming. “We get a lot of press- 
ure — the. public always 
thinks we should be better,” 
be said. 

The Australian team have 
tagged the current tour, tak- 
mg swimmers directly from 
Victoria to Rome, as “the big 
one.” 

“WeU be really trying for 
both competitions,” Talbot 
said. “I believe* with experi- 
ence of the first meet we can 
motivate ourselves better for 
the second, 1 ’ be said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Nigerian sent home for steroids use 

VICTORIA, Canada (AFP) — Nigerian sprinter Udeme 
Ekpenyong was sent home when drags believed to be 
steroids were found in his luggage as be tried to enter 
Canada, a Nigerian Commonwealth Games team official 
confirmed Monday. “A Nigerian a thlete to the 15th 
Commonwealth Games, Udeme Ekpenyong, was disco- 
vered to have possessed some drugs believed to be steroids 
which were found to be unlawful in Canada," a Nigerian 
team statement said. 'The athlete was consequently sent 
back on the same plane.” According to a team spokesman 
Ekpenyong was to have ran the 4x400m relay: Gaines 
spokeswoman Amy Hart said she had no further informa- 
tion on the incident “because really he never officially 
became our responsibility.” A Canada Customs official 
confirmed that one member of the Nigerian delegation was 

turned back, but be said regulations prevented him from 
discussing the case further.* 

Spurs to start premjership even 

LONDON (AP) — Tottenham will start the English soccer 
season level with the zest of the premier league this 
weekend, despite having six points deducted from its total. 
■The football association announced Monday- that the six 
points it docked the dub over financial irregularities will 
come off its total at the end of the season, so it doesn't have 
to face a negative total at the start. *^We have decided to 
deduct the six points from Spurs at the end of the season,” 
Premier League Chief Executive Rick Parry said. “We feel 
that that is the best way to handle the situation.” If Spurs 
win at Sheffield Wednesday in the opening game of die 
season on Saturday, they will get the three points, like 
every other winning team. The north London dub was 
originally deducted 12 points from the start of the 1994-95 
season by the FA after being found guilty of malting 
irregular payments to players several years ago. That total 
was reduced to six on appeal, which wQl be removed from 
its tofel after the final Saturday of the season next May. 

U-S. Olympic Commftee searches for director 

ATLANTA (AP) — The U.S. Olympic Committee’s 
search for a successor to' Executive Director Harvey 
Schiller will be lenghty, the man likely to be an interim 
replacement said Monday. John Krismky Jr., the USOCs 
chief marketing official, is expected to be installed this 
week to lead the committee while a permanent replace- 
ment is sought. Schiller announced last month that be is 
resigning to become president of Turner Broadca sting 
System Inc. 's Sports Division. Krimsky said he spent the 
weekend with uSOC President. Leroy Walker at the pan 
African-USA track and field meet. He said an agreement 
they reached will be announced Tuesday, bat he would not 
say if it indudes him taking the interim job. “I have every 
indication from Dr. Walker that we will be moving to an 
interim position and he will be establishing the criteria for 
the search committee that he has under advisement for 
some time,” said Krimsky, currently USOC deputy secret- 
ary general. “I would expect, .. irrespective of who takes 
the interim position, the search for the new executive 
director of the USOC is going to cake some substantial 
period of time. We want to give a very complete 
opportunity for those who may be interested in the position 
(o come forward and be considered.” Though Schiller’s 
departure comes with the 1996 summer games m Atlanta 
less than two years away, the change at the USOC should 
not cause any disruption, said A.D. Frazier, chief operat- 
ing officer at the Atlanta Committee for the Olympic 
Games. 

World’s former strongest man dies 


VTDALIA, GA. (AP) — Paul Andereon, once 
as the strongest man in the world, died Monday at a 
Hospital after a long straggle with kidney fa flure and 
arthritis. 1 He was 61. Anderson set trine world records and 
18 American records in weightlifting in the 1950s. He won a 
gold medal in th6 1956 Olympics at Melbourne, Australia, 
and set three Olympic records. He is the last American 
heavyweight to win an Olympic gold medaL 


vm mems ditty \totmb 

YOB, SALE 


Privately - Owned in very good condition with A C 
.Sun Roof , Power steering , four speaker Cassette 
Philips . Price after seeing it Please contact Telephone 
6715*26 / 30 from S.30 a.m till 4.30 p.m. except fridays - 



Carlos Parreira 

I'm not stubborn, says Parreira 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Carios Alberto Parreira, who 
tided Brazil to victory in the 
orld Cop last month, de- 
nied on Monday that he was 
stubborn and that outspoken 
striker Romano had been 
pen special treatment dar- 
ing the co mp et i tion. 

Parreira, frequently ac- 
crued of stubbornness during 
the World Cup for refusing to 
change his tine-up added that 
the public was “an echo with- 
out its own opinion.” 

“Fra not stubborn, Fm in- 
sistent,” Parreira, who has 
now taken charge of Spanish 
side Valencia, said in an in- 
terview with the daily news- 
paper Folha de Sao Pa trio. 

He said .be had heated 
arguments with a health in- 
surance company which 
wanted him to appear in a 
television commercial -saying 
be was stubborn. 

^1 told them; Tm not 
doing that even for a million 


•doOars’ ” he said. 

Parreira eventually 
appeared saying the words: 
“Tm persistent, I’ve said it 
from the start,” two of hfc 
favourite catchphrases during 
the World Cup. 

He denied mere had been 
special treatment for tempes- 
tuous striker Romano.. 

“At no moment was 
Romano a star. When 
(Diego) Maradona goes to 
the cup he takes a psycholog- 
ist, efietist, his wife and chil- 
dren, all staying in the team’s 
headquarters. Romano never 
demanded privileges.” 

Parreira blamed the eter- 


nal critimon of his mtimp s 
meat, which began with a 2-0 
qualifying defeat in La Paz 
and continued until the day 
of the final, 00 pres cover- 
age. 

“The population is an echo 
without its own opinion, it 
'1 reflects what it hears,” 
said. 
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Commonwealth Games magnet for activists 


VICTORIA, Canada (AFP) 
— The friendly games are 
under fire, but Common- 
wealth Games organisers 
hope their focus on native 
cultures and environmental 
concerns will neutralise pro- 
tests planned for the 11-day 
event. 

The env i ronme n tal group 
Greenpeace is planning de- 
monstrations to protest the 
exploitation of the rain 
forests of Vancouver Island, 
where the games are taking 
place. 

Organisms have billed the 
games as environmentally 
friendly. They have set up a 
highly publicised recycling 
programme and their mascot 
is a cartoon killer whale. 

But Greenpeace spokes- 
man Tamara Stark called 
those efforts “green- 
washing.” 

“It’s disturbing and doesn't 
pain an accurate picture of 
what is going on,” she said. 
“The war on the woods is 
continuing, and we'll be 
doing everything we can to 
ensure the public doesn't buy 
into their message.” 

Logging is an especially 
explosive topic here, since it 
is the basis of the area’s « 
economy. 

But activists are planning 
demonstrations about issues 
ranging from protection of 


the oceans to women's pover- 
ty- 

“I'm not worried about it,” 
said Gaines Society President 
George Heller. “They have 
every right to demonstrate, 
but they can do it without 
interfering.” 

Even Queen Elizabeth H’s 
appe arance at the opening 
ceremonies on Thursday is an 
oppor tunity for protesters, 
coming amid a groundswell 
of Canadian opposition to the 
monarch. 

A recent poll showed a 
majority of Canadians favour 
severing ties with the British 
royal family. 

The very nature of the 
Commonwealth, the legacy 
of British colonialism, U 
enough to inspire some pro- 
testers. 

“We’re against oppression 
and coloniahsxn is definitely a 
part of that,” said a spokes- 
man for the Friends of Claya- 
quot Sound group. “That’s 
why we have no problem 
targetting the Common- 

In fact, native cultures of 
Canada and other Common- 
wealth countries will be cele- 
brated at the games. 

A flotilla of dugout canoes 
will deliver tbe Queen's 
Baton, the symbol of the 
games, to Victoria harbour, 
and native drawings will 


embellish the medals. 

"Everything we’re doing 
has just ballooned recently, 
response is wonderful and 
this thing is getting huge, said 
Sabba Sail, communications 
coordinator of the native par- 
ticipation committee of the 
games. 

At the Lau Vk'elNew Cultu- 
ral Village, aboriginal peo- 
ples from throughout the 
Commonwealth will show- 
case their own an, music and 
food. 

But at least one headache 
was resolved lost week when 
sinking city workers agreed 
to submit their dispute to 
binding arbitration and to 
back to work. 

City officials and organis- 
ers had started to worry that 
more than 3, SOU competitors 
from 67 countries am vine lor 
the games would be erected 
by week's worth of “uncol- 
lected garbage. 

On Friday, that fear was 
laid to rest when union chief 
Colin Graham said: ‘'Wo 
have visitors coming Our 
house is a little bit mess) . Wc 
have to tidy it up." 

As well as the competitors, 
officials and 2,500 journal- 
ists. an additional 70,000 visi- 
tors are expected for the 
games. 

Tourism is a beads she 


chief industry in the picares- 
que city, where an atmds- 
phere of 19th century Eng- 
land pervades. 

So far ticket sales to actual 
sports events have been stow, 
but organisers say they have 
covered their costs. 

Lome Whyte, chief execu- 
tive of Victoria's tourist 
board, said the games were 
expected to produce nearly 
50 million Canadian dollars 
($36 million > in increased 
tourism revenues this year. 

Ths worldwide television 
audience could reach 300 mil- 
lion. and in Canada itself 
television coverage has re- 
ceived a boost from the ma- 
jor league baseball strike . 1 

Hie lack of baseball games 
means Canadian TV will-air 
six extra hours of games -Ac- 
tion. 

In competition, Australia 
is widely expected to head 
the charge tor gold. led by a 
powerful swimming squad. 
Canada is hoping the home 
advantage will boost their tal- 
Iv. 

South Africa returns to the 
Commonwealth fold after an 
absence of to* years. They Iasi 
competed in the 1958 games 
in Wales. 

Horn: Kong will be bidding 
farewell lo the games. The 
British colony reverts to Chi- 
na alter 1*97. 


Coach has work cut out with pistol prodigy 


VICTORIA, Canada (AFP) — In- 
dian shooting coach Sunny, Tho- 
mas is” busy performing a 
delicate balancing act with 
pistol prodigy Jaspal Rana, 
his chief medal hope at the 
Commonwealth Games. 

Thomas is trying to ensure 
that Rana stays focused on 
winning a title while keeping 
the pressure of sky-high 
home expectations from 
affecting the teenager, who is 
taking part in three shooting 
events here. 

“I have been keeping a 
dose watch on him since we 
came here almost a week ago 
from Italy," Thomas, 52, a 
former national shooting 
champion, said Monday. 

“I have been trying to keep 
him in good humour, jolting 
with him, trying to get him to 
relax after the training se- 
sions,” he said. “I want him 


to be in the best mental and 
physical condition when the 
competition starts." 

“His nature is basically not 
that of an introvert and I 
don't want him to start 
brooding and get bimself 
down." 

Thomas, who is on a sab- 
batical from his career as a 
teacher of English literature, 
has been busy playing nurse- 
maid to Rana since he shot to 
fame with a junior gold med- 
al at the world championships 
in Milan, Italy, last month. 

The 18-year-old was im- 
mediately touted as a sport- 
ing idol on par with India's 
popular cricketers and ap- 
plauded as a potential cham- 
pion in Victoria and the 
Asian Gaines in Hiroshima 
next September. 

“My main job has been to 
keep him away from people. 


to see that such adulation 
does not get to his head.” 
Thomas said. "I begged ihe 
press not to put pressure on 
him. So much pressure is not 
good for someone so voting. *" 

Rana. a sophomore at New 
Delhi's St. Stephen's Col- 
lege. relaxes by plaving pati- 
ence with a set of cards at the 
athletes’ village when he is 
not practising on the shootinc 
range. 

Rana. who will be taking 
part in the free pistol, air 
pistol and centre-fire pistol 
events, said he is trying to 
shove any psychological 
pressure to the back oY his 
mind. 

“If you let pressure affect 
you. you can't shoot." Rana 
said at Heal’s Range, the 
shooting venue where com- 
petition gets underway Fri- 
day. 


Rana'x interest in shooting 
began when he watched hu 
fattier N.S. Rana. a former 
commando trainer for the 
prime minister's Special Pro- 
tection Group, at work with 
9mm carbines. 

His first brush with lime- 
light came in 1987, when he 
won a silver medal at the 
Delhi state championships. 

At the last national cham- 
pionship* he won five gold 
medals. !n recent shooting 
trials he trounced veteran 
Ashok Pandit, who is here- to 
del end the Commonwealth 
Games title he won in the 
centre-fire pistol in 1990. 

Pandit. 40, who has a con- 
struction business in Bom- 
bay. also helped India win a 
team bronze in Auckland and 
is determined that any medal 
Rana wins here will not be at 
his expense. 


European championships searching for identity 


m 


HELSINKI, Finland (AP) — 
There was a time when the 
European Championships 
was a major track and field 
meet and Europeans domin- 
ated the races and field 
events. The Olympics were 
held every four years' and 
there were no world cham- 
pionships. 

Now, the world cham- 
pionships are held every two 
years and American sprinters 
and jumpers and African dis- 
tance runners bold most of 
die world records. 

The European ..meet is 
rapidly being outshone by 
meets offering money rather 
than prestige. Even the world 
championships offered a car 
to the winners in 1993 and 
will repeat the 
Gocetag,, Sweden, in 
In this year’s European 
meet; only a few world class 
marks were produced. 

Slow races dominated Sun- 
day’s finals. 

Russia's Ludmila 
Rogachova won the slowest 
1,500-finaI in European 
impkmships' history with 4 
minutes 18.93 seconds. 

The women's 1,500 run- 
ners looked like they were 
setting out for a marathon 
rather than the blue-ribbon 
race. Fans at the soidout 
Olympic stadium jeered the 
slow-paced runners during 
the first laps. 

“What a race first I 
thought that we’re walkers,” 
said Rogachova. 

Tbe women weren’t alone 
with slow times on the final 
day. 

in the men's 5,000-metre 
final, Olympic champion 
Dieter Baumann’s winning 
time of 13:36,93 was almost 
40 seconds off the world re- 
cord. 

Tbe 800-metres went to 
Italian Andrea Benevenuti in 
1:46.12, almost three seconds 
slower than the season’s best. 

Earlier in the week, world 
champions such as Linford 


Oiristie and Colin Jackson 
produc ed y xxl bpt not great 
efforts with an eye on more 
lucrative meets, like the 
Wehklasse Grand Pitt meet 
in Zurich on Wednesday. 

PeThapsthe best individual 
effort was the 6.00-metre 
jump by Rodion Gataullin of 
Russia in the pole vault. Only 
he and Sergei Bubka have 
gone higher. 

However Bubka of 
Ukraine, who recently set his 
17th,. outdoor record, bypas- 
sed tbe meet pr e ferring to 
save himself the embarrass- 
ment of possibly losing in a 
stadium noted for swirling 
winds. 

The European meet 
showed the balance of power 
shifting. With the breakup of 
Soviet Union, more former 
republics are getting a chance 
to offer individuals experi- 
ence on the world scene. 

Many are taking advantage 
of it. 

Russia was tbe top medal 
winner with 25, including 10 
golds, at the last European 
championships, the Soviet 
Union had 21, with six golds. 

Another former Soviet re- 


public, Ukraine, produced 
three individual winners and 
swept the top three positions 
in the men’s shot put and had 
the women’s winner in that 
event, too. 

Belarus had a few perform- 
ance including Sunday’s dis- 
cuss winner Viadmir Dub- 
rovsehik. It missed another 
gold when heavily favoured 
Eduard Hamala linen crashed 
in the hurdles while be had a 
big lead in tbe decathlon. 

But Hamalalinen has a 
potential big payday with a 
showdown next month in Ta- 
lence, France, when he meets 
American Dan O'Brien with 
a world record in the balance. 

Slovenia, from the former 
Yugoslavia, had its first win- 
ner with Britta Bilac in rite 
women's high jump. 

On Sunday, Spain took the 
top three positions in the 
Marathon with Martin Fee 
winning, Spain earlier went 
1-2-6 in the 1,500 and won 
the 10,000. 

Portuguese women won 
the marathon and had three 
of the top seven in the 
10 . 000 . 


INDEPENDENT FURNISHED FLAT 


Fully furnished, with private entrance, gar- 
age and garden in a two-floor private 
building. Located in an excellent residential 
area 

Cosy, consists of sitting room, dining room, 
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and kitchen with 
American appliances (fridge, cooker, and 
automatic washing machine). 

Fully carpeted, centrally heated, own tele- 
phone, colour TV and vaccum cleaner. 

Call 673166/688370 
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Receive a DHL cooler bag absolutely 
free when you send your document or 
parcel with DHL to any destination 
worldwide. 

• Offer subject to availability. 

• Offer valid until September 30th. 

• Applicable to shipments sent on 
standard cash basis. 

For more details and a free pick-up, call: 

Amman 818351 Aqaba 312039 



WanUJW/DE EXPRESS' 




Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Richard Gere/SJaron Stoat 
n 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


IN 


Mahmoud Abed A1 Aziz 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30; 6:16. 830, 10-30 


KHALTBTTA 

Shows: 1230. 330, 6:15, 830. 1030 


Cinema Td.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD ‘1’ 
STRIKING DISTANCE 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, b-.\ 5‘ 8:30, IfkSO 

CONCORD *2’ 

Tom Hanks — in 

PhflMMphia » 

Shows: 3 - 6 - 19:30 


Td.; 618274 - 61827S 


Martin Khov and Michele Worth 
in 

To Bo The Best 

Shows: 1230. 330, 6.-00 


From Aug. 24 the potitical play “Sahra 
Kamonneyeh" 


Tel.: 675571 

Nebil A1 Mifhfnl Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's in : 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 

The political play 

Welcome Arabic Summit 

At 8:30 every Saturday and Sunday 

Salem Ya Sahun play 

At 8:30 every Monday, Wednes- 
d£ty. Thursday and Friday Tuesday 
closed. 

Present trwir i?ia v 

WrfLAT A PlSAcrsi ! j 
(Satar^ Ya 'i ilcnij 

Daily at b 30 - r . : 

The theatre ■«? cx si; t »» r ue ; 

3«vS : 

. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


King Hussein to visit France, Germany 


AMMAN (AFP) — - King Hussein is to visit France and 
Germany later this month. The King, who last visited 
France in July 1993 and Germany in March 1992, beans his 
trip on Aug. 26. 


Adwan meets Israeli counterpart today 


A MM AN (J.T.) — Minister of Tourism Mohammad 
Adwan will meet today with his Israeli counterpart Uzi 
Baram at the Israeli side of the Dead Sea, informed sources 
said yesterday. The ministers will discuss tourism in peace 
time and potential cooperation between the two countries. 
The meeting, which comes after Mr. Baram invited Dr. 
Adwan one week ago, will be the first between a Jordanian 
and an Israeli minister. 


Japan’s crown prince to tour Middle 
East 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s Crown Prince Naruhito and 
Princess Masako are to tour the Middle East in early 
November and again in late January next year, a news 
report said Tuesday. In November, the couple is likely to 
visit Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar and Bahrain, to be 


followed by trips to Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates and 
in Ja 


Jordan in January, Jxji Press quoted government sources as 
saying. The Middle Eastern tour mil be the royal couple’s 
first trip abroad together since their marriage in June last 
year. The news agency said a different itinerary will be set 
for Princess Masako, a former career diplomat, because of 
religious restrictions that limit women’s participation in 
formal ceremonies. The crown prince had planned to visit 
the Middle East in February 1991, but postponed the travel 
because of the eruption of the Gulf war. He tried to make 
the trip in January in 1993, but it was called off again due to 
a tension between Iraq and the United States. 


Dubai official denies he will visit Israel 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — Sheikh Hasher A1 Maktoum, 
director of information for the emirate of Dubai, Tuesday 


denied an Israeli report that he plans to visit the Jewish 
astonished to hear this news,” Sheikh Hasher, 


state. “I was 

a member of Dubai’s ruling AJ Maktoum family, said in a 
fax sent to the Associated Press in Bahrain by the sheikh’s 


representatives in London, where he is currently visiting. 
“The sto: 


story ... alleging that I have been in contact with the 
Israelis is untrue. I have not been in touch with them over 
any matter at all,” be added. Eli Danon, spokesman for 
Israel’s transport ministry, announced Sunday that Sheikh 
Hasher will visit Israel soon, becoming the first official 
from any Gulf state to do so. Mr. Danon said Sheikh 
Hasher will be the guest of transport minister Yisrael 
Kessar, but rave no date for the reported visit. Mr. Danon 
also said Sheikh Hasher ionitiated the idea in a letter to Mr. 
Danon also said Sheikh Hasher initiated tire idea in a letter 
to an Arab-Israeli legislator, and was interested in repre- 
senting El Al, Israel’s national airline, in the Gulf as he 
owns a travel Agency in Dubai. In the statement. Sheikh 
Hasher said that inter-state relationships are decided by 
governments “and not by a government employee like 
me.” 


Israel refuses to extradite former general 


JEL AVIV (AP) — Israel has informed the United States 
that it will not extradite a former air force officer accused of 
accepting millions of dollars in kickbacks from American 
firms, officials said Tuesday. Justice ministry spokeswoman 
Etty Eshed said the United States had expressed an interest 
in the extradition of Rami Dotan, a former brigadier 
general sentenced to 13 years in jail in 1991. ‘‘We have told 
them, before they submitted any formal extradition re- 
quest, that we would not comply because he was an Israeli 
citizen when the crimes were carried out,” she said. Gen. 
Dotan, who is believed to have amassed some $10 minion 


in bribes on defence equipment purchases, is the highest- 
r to be convicted of financial crimes. 


ranking Israeli officer 
The Israel-U.S. extradition treaty does not include die 
crimes charged against Mr. Dotan, including money 
laundering, conspiracy, mail and wire fraud plus making 
false statements. 


Bhutto holds talks with Emir of Qatar 


DOHA (AFP) — Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
held talks here on Tuesday with energy issues topping the 
agenda since Islamabad is a large consumer of Qatari o3 
and petrochemicals, the official agency QNA said. Ms. 
Bhutto met with Emir Sheikh Khalifa Ben Hamad Al 
Khalifa to discuss two-way cooperation as well as the 
Middle East peace process, the situation in the Gulf and in 
Pakistan ana ways of boosting economic cooperation. 
Qatar exported $80.3 million worth of oil and petrochemic- 
als to Pakistan m 1992 and imported $13.7 million of 
products in return. Tens of thousands of Pakistani expatri- 
ates work in Qatar and other oil-rich Gulf monarchies. Ms. 
Bhutto arrived Monday on a three-day visit accompanied 
by the foreign and labour ministers. Pakistani officials said 


she would return directly to Pakistan after leaving Qatar 
Gulf countries, as Islamabad had 


without visiting other 
previously announced. 


Japan may send troops to Golan 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan is considering posting 
the Israeli -occupied Golan Heights as part of a 


to 

.N. 


ing force, and may also send personnel to join 
If the 


.N. operations in Rwanda, officials said Tuesday. 

4iiove is approved, Tokyo will send an advance party to the 
troubled central African nation, a foreign ministry spokes- 
man said. The International Peace Cooperation headquar- 
ters at the prime minister’s office told AFP it was houfing 
talks with the United Nations and Canada over the 
possibility of sending Japanese troops to the Golan to 
relieve the Canadian force there. In June the government 
of then prime minister Tsutomu Hata decided to dispatch a 
delegation to Canada to discuss such a move, the spokes- 
man said. The Japanese news agency Jiji Press said Japan 
' was ready to send a government team to the Golan Heights 
before the end of the month to undertake a detailed study 
ahead of any troop deployment. The move to dispa t ch 


troops comes aft a* an' informal U.N. request to the 

5 the Canadi 


Japanese government last May to relieve 
in the U.N. 


an 


soldiers 
Force on the 


lan. 


disengagement Observer 


Khartoum Issues flood warning 


KHARTOUM (AP) — The government is issuing 
ings alerting residents along the White Nile and Bio 


warn- 
Fue Nile 

io~possible "flooding as severe as 1988 floods that caused 
more than $300 million in damage. A statement by the 
Irrigation Ministry broadcast Monday on state radio said 
the Blue Nile at the Ethiopian border had risen above XUS 
metres, the level it reached in 1988 causing the worst 
flooding in four decades. About 120 people died of 
drowning or malaria resulting from the floods in August' 
1988. Emanates of damage to agriculture ranged from the 
official figure of $364 million to more than $1 biffion. 
Within die past week, hundreds of families have been 
driven from their homes and at least eight people were 
killed from flooding as a. result of heavy tains around 
Khartoum and in the western provinces of Kordofan and 
Darfur. Monday’s announcement asked residents to be 
ready for orders from special operations offices set up 
along the river to help protect fives and property from 
flooding. The warning covered river areas from southern 
Sudan to Khartoum, wherd the White and Blue Niles 
merge, and to Dongola in the northern province. 



| DUAL-USE; Two men nuke me of refrigera- worst in years, caused damages estimated at 
tors that washed rat of nearby residences la more than $150 mlffioa and claimed 14 fives 
Kaagdum, s outh e rn Taiwan, to cross the (AFP photo) 
street flooded with rate water. The floods, the 


Iran recalls Argentina 


envoy, may file lawsuit 


NICOSIA (AP) — Amid a 
mounting diplomatic row, 
Iran said Tuesday it will 
launch legal proceeding 
against Argentine officials for 

im p licating four I ranian di- 

imats in a Buenos Aires 
ibing that killed 95 people 
and wounded 200. 


— *“I 

plom 

bond 


State-run Tehran Radio, 
monitored in Nicosia, said in 
a Commentary that Ir anian -* 
officials were “determined to 
appeal to international judi- 
cial organisations to follow 
up the accusations brought 
against the Iranian citizens.” 

The move came the day 
after die Tehran regime re- 
called its ambassador in 
Buenos Aires, Hadi Solei- 
man Poor, for consultations.. 


On Monday, " the radio 
quoted an “informed source” 
at the Foreign Ministry in 
Tehran as saying the ambas- 
sador was called home fol- 
lowing “tiie spread of certain 


was linked to the plan to 
institute legal proceedings 
against Argentina. 

The radio said Tehran in- 
tended to bring Argentine 
Federal Judge Juan Jose 
Galeano to task for ordering 
four Iranians held for anes- 
tiomng in the July 18 bomb- 
ing of a Jewish centre in the 
Argentine capital. 

Mr. Galeano also named 
three employees of the Ira- 
nian embassy in Bnenos 
Aires as suspects. 

Among the four ordered 
detained were an Iranian 
legislators and three former 
employees of the Iranian 
embassy in Buenos Aires. 

Iran says all four are cur- 
rently in Tehran, and that 
they had last been in Argenti- 
na between nine months to 


Quadri del Castillo, for con- 
sultations July 28. 

U.S. and Israeli officials 
have accused the Iran-backed 
HizboOah of Lebanon of car- 
rying out tiie attack, in which 
more than 200 people were 
wounded. 


baseless aflegationsand prop- 
Islamic 


flganria a gains t the 

Republic of Iran and our 


country’s officials and diplo- 


mats, by some of Argentine 
media and organisations.” 

The radio indicated Tues-. 
day that the envoy’s return. 


sre 

The head of Iran's judici- 
ary, Ayatollah Mohammad 
Yazdi, said Monday that four 
Ir anian diplomats named by 
Mr. Galeano will sue Argen- 
tina for defamation. 

. The recall by tiie Tehran 
regime cranked up the di- 
plomatic imbroglio over he 
bombing another notch. 
Argentina withdrew its 
in Tehran, Mario 


Tehran has denied involve- 
ment and has mounted a 
world-wide push to protest its 
innocence and to discredit 
Iranian defectoT Manoucbehr 
Motamer, whose testimony 
implicating Iran formed tiie 
basis of Mr. Galeano’s indict- 
ments. 

“Altogether despite an 
official request by tiie Islamic 
Republic of Iran, no evidence 
or document has been put 
forward by Argentine offi- 
cials,” tiie Foreign Ministry 
official was quoted as saying. 


am i 


“But different Argentine 
circles have continued to re- 
peat the based sources,” the 
radio quoted him as saying. 

Venezuela expelled frail’s 
ambassador in Caracas July 
20 after the Iranian embassy 
there was linked to an 
attempt to kidnap Mr. 
Motamer, who fled to that 
country with his family ear- 
lier this year from Iran. 


Papal nuncio 
presents 
credentials 
to Weizman 


TEL AVTV (AP) — The 
Vatican’s first envoy to the 
Jewish state presented his 
credentials Tuesday to the 
Israeli President, who chided 
him for the Jong delay in 
establishing ties. 

Archbishop Andrea Cor- 
dero. Lanza di Montezemolo, 
68, who holds the title of 
papal nuncio, which is 
equivalent to ambassador, 
took up his post following the ■ 
establishment of diplomatic 
ties last Dec. 30. 

“I think that the Pope, the 
Vatican, have realised it’s 
high time to talk to the state 
or Israel and talk to the Jews 
through the state of Israel. 
It's a little bit late, but better 
late than never,” president 
Weizman said at the official 
credentials ceremony. 

Israel’s envoy to the Vati- 
can, Shmuel Ha das. met with 
■Pope John Paul II earlier this 
year. Foreign ministry offi- 
cials said he was expected to 
resent his credentials this 


Serb military calls for 
attacks to kill peace plan 


BELGRADE (AFP) — Bos- 
nian Serb army chief of staff 
General Milan Gvero on 
Tuesday called on Serb 
separatists to fight an intern 
tional peace plan for Bosnia 
because it deprives Serbs of 
their rights. 

“A resolute and just strug- 
gle is the only logical re- 
sponse” to the peace plan 
which “deprives Serbs of 
their rights,” Gen. Gvero 
said in a statement on Bos- 
nian Serb television, carried 
Tuesday by the Belgrade 
newspaper Barba. 

If Serbs accepted the 
blueprint, territories they 
bold would have to be re- 
turned, which would lead to 
an “easy breakup” of the 
self-styled Serb republic in 
B osni a-Herzego vi na. 

Gen. Gvero' s stand is in 
line with statements by the 
separatist Serb political lead- 
ership. 

Momcfl Krajisnik, speaker 
of the Serbs’ self-styled par- 


liament, said Tuesday the 
commander of the Bosnian 
Serb forces, Gen. Ratko Mla- 
dic, had voiced dear support 
for the Serb leadership. Beta 
news agency here reported. 


Statements by Gen. Gvero 
and Mr. Krajisnik follow 
press reports that Gen. Mla- 
dic had so far failed to take a 
public stand on the peace 
plan submitted by an interna- 
tional contact group. 

Under the peace plan the 
Serbs who now control 70 per 
cent of Bosnia-Herzegovwa 
would be given 49 per cent, 
with the Muslim-Croat fed- 
eration getting tiie remain- 
der. 


The Serb assembly will 
meet Thursday to discuss 
latest developments and 
name a new “government” 
two weeks after Belgrade — 
under a UJNL embargo for its 
support for the Bosnian Serbs 


(Conttaraed na page 3) 


Prince Hassan launches 
Institute of Diplomacy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasan will head 
the newly established 
Jordanian Institute of Di- 
plomacy as chairman of the 
board. 

The Crown Prince has 
appointed Mazcn ' Annouti 
president of the institute. 
Dr. Armouti will retain his 
job as advisor at the office 
of the Crown Prince. 

The board of directors 
comprises the ministers of 
foreign affairs, informa- 
tion, and planning as well 
as the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, a university 
president, tiie secretary- 
general of the Higher 
Council for Science and 
Technology and the presi- 
dent of the institute in addi- 
tion to independent spe- 
cialists. 

The institute’s regular 
tions have been approved 
by the Council of Minis- 
ters. 

The institute was laun- 
ched by Crown Prince Has- 
san to fill the. need for an 
institutional framework 
that will systematically up- 
grade the perform ance and 
effectiveness of Jordanian 
diplomats and other per- 
sonnel involved in interna- 
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tional relations and exter- 
nal communication. 

The institute will also 
conduct studies and re- 
search; collect and publish 
relevant literature, data 
and information; organise 
seminars to increase aware- 
ness and knowledge .of in- 
ternational developments 
and events and their impact 
on Jordan. 

The institute will estab- 
lish cooperative arrange- 
ments with Jordanian and' 
foreign universities and in- 
stitutes and maintain ex- 
change programmes as well 
as data finks with interna- 
tional institutions. 


Iraq helping U.N. 
over border incident 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq said on Tuesday it was 
cooperating with the United 
Nations observer mission to 
capture assailants who 
a tracked a U.N, patrol on the 
Iraq-Knwait bonier. 

“Following the attack on. 
the patrol on Aug. 12 the Iraqi" 
authorities immediately took 
swift measures to puisne 
those responsible for the 
crime and capture them,” the 
official daily Al Jumhouxiyah 
said, quoting a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman. 

“The Iraqi Brian body 
with UNIKOM (United Na- 
tions Iraq-Kuwait Observer 
Mission) has made con- 
tinuous contacts with the 
UNIKOM leader to genuine- 
ly handle and contain the 
incident. Iraq confirms Iraqi 
concern in cooperation with 
UNIKOM to maintain peace 
and security in the region,” 
the spokesman said. 

A Bangladeshi officer was 
shot dead and two soldiers 
were wounded in the ambush 
on Friday night on the Iraqi 
side of the border. Baghdad 
blamed smugglers for the 
attack. 

U.N. officials are still in- 
vestigating and have not 
ruled out the possibility that 
criminals might be to blame. 

The spokesman said the 
incident should not be ex- 
ploited for political ends. 

“Iraq reiterates once more 
its refusal of any attempt by 
other known parties (a refer- 
ence to Kuwait and the Un- 
ited States) to use this regret- 
able intident for their du- 
bious and disgraceful political 
ends,” he said. 

Baghdad’s pledge to* 
cooperate with the U.N. for 
peace in the area underlines 
Iraq’s willingness to solve its 
border dispute with Kuwait, 
which it invaded in 1990. 

The U.N. imposed 
embargo on Baghdad to 
ish it for the invasion. ) 
recognition of Kuwaitis 
sovereignty within the new 
borders is crucial for the eas- 
ing of the embargo. 

Iraq said it recognised 


Kuwait within the old bor- 
ders and senior Iraqi officials 
have hinted that they would 
accept the newly U.N.- 
demarcated frontier if given a 
pledge tiie stringent trade 
sanctions will either be eased 
or lifted. 

U.N. diplomats said Mon- 
day Iraq had begun lobbying 
members of the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council hoping to secure a 
firm commitment to lift the 
U.N. embargo on oil sales by 
early next year. 

Ambassador Nizar Ham- 
doun met in recent days with 
his counterparts from Russia, 
Britain, Finance, China and 
New Zealand ahead of the 
council’s next review of the 
Gulf war sanctions expected 
about Sept. 15, the Western 
diplomats said. 


Mr. Hamdoun told the 
other ambassadors that 
Baghdad was seriously con- 
sidering recognising its bor- 
der with Kuwait, a move 
urged by the international 
community, the diplomats 
said. 

But they quoted the Iraqi 
envoy as saying that his gov- 
ernment was hesitating to 
make such a concession with- 
out a formal commitment by 
the Security Council to lift 
the embargo on sales of its oil 
by the first quarter of 1995. 

Security Council Resolu- 
tion 687 provides for a lifting 
of the embargo (Mice Iraq 
frilly complies with U.N. de- 
mands to eliminate its capac- 
ity to develop weapons of 
mass destruction. 
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Baghdad, hoping to end 
the embargo that suffocated 
its economy for four years, 
has been cooperating in re- 
cent months with the special 
UJ4. committee in charge of 
Iraqi disarmament. 

Tne upcoming sanctions 
review at the United Nations 
is considered a key test for 
the Iraqis since in September 
the U.N. sanctions commit- 
tee will be able to launch a 
long-term programme to 
monitor Baghdad’s militar y 
capabilities. 
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The Vatican diplomat was 
bora in Turin, Italy, in 1925 
and was ordained a priest in 
1954. 

He has served as apostolic 
delegate in Jerusalem since 
Aprfl 1990. 

m addition to becoming an 
ambassador to Israel. * the 


prelate is the Vatican repre- 


sentative to Cyprus as well as 
to the Pale'stinians both 
under self-rule and under 
Israeli occupation. 

After refusin'* for years to 
recognise the Jewish state, 
the Vatican began moving to 
establish relations after the 
start of the U.S.-brokered 
Middle East peace process in 
1991. 

The Vatican ambassador 
has said in the past that the 
Holy See hopes “to assist ra 
facilitating both directly and 
indirectly in the peace pro- 
cess.” 

The Vatican, long active in 
international peace efforts, 
hopes to play a role in resolv- 
ing Middle East tension. It, 
also has an interest in who 
controls the Christian holy 
rite in Jerusalem. 

The new ties raised con- 
cern among other Christian 
denominations. 


U.N. appeals for $22m aid for Yemen 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The United Na- 
tions on Tuesday issued an 
appeal for $22 million in aid 
for Yemen to meet urgent 
food and sanitation needs 
and help dear the country of 
mines after the two-month- 
long civil war. 

The appeal, launched in 
Sanaa, New York and Gene- 
va, said S2.75 million were 
needed to cover the immedi- 
ate needs of 375,000 people 
displaced by the war. 

The war in Yemen, which 
started on May 4, ended 
when loyalist government 
forces crushed a separatist 
breakaway state in the south 
and seized its declared capital 
Aden on July 7. 

U.N. spokesman Wajih 
Friji said in Sanaa the aid 
would be used to cover six 
months of urgent health and 
food needs, restoration of 
water supplies and sewerage, 
and to set up a de-mining 
database with information on 
numbers, types and locations 
of land mines. 

The amount does not cover 
tiie cost of the reconstruction 
and rehabilitation of infras- 


tructure damaged by the war. 

President All Abdullah 
Saleh has estimated his coun- 
try’s war losses at $7.5 tril- 
lion. 

A U.N. inter-agency mis- 
sion, which left Yemen on 
July 30 after touring southern 
provinces, quoted the gov- 
ernor of Snabwa as saying 
23,000 mines were laid in 
residential districts and areas 
considered vital by the milit- 
ary. 

Mr. Friji said this month 
that 110,000 Yemenis were 
. unable to go home or work 
because of mines planted 
during the war. 

“As a result of civil hostili- 
ties, an estimated 375,000 
persons have suffered from 
tiie combined effects of tem- 
porary displacement, des- 
truction of vital infrastruc- 
ture, lack of food, soaring 
prices for basic commodities 
and limited water supply,” 
said the U.N. appeal, a copy 
of which was sent to the 
Jordan Times. 

“Despite the cessation of 
hostilities, the presence of 
land mines continues to 
threaten the fives and liveli- 
hood of civilians and is 
hampering efforts to restore 


vital water and electricity 
supplies to Aden and Abyan, 
areas where some of the 
worst effects of the crisis 
were registered. Health, wa- 
ter and sanitation, food aid 
and agriculture, education, 
children in especially difficult 
circumstances and demining 
are the technical sectors for 
which international assist- 
ance is urgently requested. 

“While the combined 
effects of steady economic 
decline and the- recent crisis 
have created critical needs 
over the medium and long 
term periods, this appeal fo- 
cuses on the most urgent 
requirements for 375,000 per- 
sons through February 1995. 
Taking into account relief 
assistance already provided 
by the government and relief 
organisations, emergency 
programme proposals put 
forth in the appeal total 

US$21,715,240,” itsaid. 

Even before the recent 
dvfl conflict, the economy of 
the Republic of Yemen was 
in a precarious state. With a 
per capita GNP of $520, it 
was classified as a least de- 
veloped country. 

The adult literacy rate is 
estimated at 39 per cent 


among a population vmch is 
82 per cent rural consisting of 
subsistence fanners, nomadic 
herders and fishers. Under 
five mortality rate is esti- 
mated at 177 per 1,000 live 
berths, the third highest in the 
Arab region. Diarrhoeal dis- 
ease, acute respiratory infec- 
tions, perinatal complications 
and immune-preventable dis- 
eases are the leading killers, 
particularly among children. 
Malaria is endemic. - 

It is against this back- 
ground that the recent con- 
flict has had a devastating 
effect on an approximate 
number of 375,000 people 
who have suffered temporary 
displacement, lack of food 
soaring prices for basic com- 
modities, and limited water 
supply. The already weak 
national infrastructure was 
severely damaged, thus furth- 
er reducing the capacity of 
the government to respond to 
the needs of its citizens. 

The armed conflict aggra- 
vated the underlying calces 
of mortality and morbidity 
among children and women 
who are particularly at risk. 

The fragile household food 


(Continued oo page 7) 



Giant turtles 
being abused at 
Malaysia 
sanctuary 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 

Workers entrusted with 

protecting rare giant leath- 
erback turtles at a Malaysian 

government-run sanctuary 
have abusing the creatures 
and eating their eggs, a local 
newspaper reported Monday. 
Guards at the sanctuary tn 
northeastern Terengganu 
state were seen eating turtle 
eggs in front of tourists, de- 
fying a ban on the sale and 
consumption of such eggs. 
The Star said. The Raritan 
A bang sanctuary for nesting 
leatherbacks was set up in 
1988 on a 13-ldlometre (8.1- 
mile) stretch of palm-fringed 
beach to woo the migratory 
turtles, whose numbers have 
dwindled due to man's pre- 
sence near their habitat. 
Guards collected hatchlings 
□sed for research and 
observation at the sanctuary 
to show visitois how the flip- 
pered leatherbacks make 
their way to the sea, in return 
for money, the newspaper 
quoted visitors as saying. 
“Visitors are allowed to take 
photographs and shine tor- 
chlights as the baby turtles 
struggle to the shoreline. But 
before they touch water, they 
are caught and returned to 
the enclosure until the next 
performance,” a visitor said. 
The visitor said that the 
workers would then step on 
the baby turtles' fins to stop 
them from re turning to sea. 
Some of the turtles at the 
sanctuary- were also kept in 
small containers of dirty wa- 
ter, said a visitor. “One tur- 
tle’s nose appeared to be 
deformed as a result of hit- 
ting against the wall of the 
container.” The leatherback 
is tiie world's largest turtle, 
growing to a maximum of two 
metres (6.6 feet) in length, 
and is known to migrate at 
least 6,000 kilometres in the 
open seas. Their numbers 
along the Terengganu coast 
have dropped from the 2,000 
recorded 30 years ago to ab- 
out 20 in 1991, officials said. 


First condom for 
women available 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
female condom goes on sale 
for the first timetins month at 
a drugstore counters across 
the United States in a modest 
white bo^, with pages of in- 
structions and 11 diagrams. 
The manufacturer, Wisconsin 
Pharmacal Co. of Jackson, 
Wisconsin, plans a $4 million 
ad campaign this year to sell 
the birth control device that 
looks like a large male con- 
dom with soft plastic rings on 
either end. The company 
emphasises the condom’s role 
in preventing sexually trans- 
mitted diseases as well as 
pregnancy. Mary Ann Leep- 
er, chief executive of Wiscon- 
sin’s Female, Health Division, 
hopes one million women will 
use the product within a year, 
that projection may be opti- 
mistic based cm its sluggish re- 
ception in family planning 
clinics here and in Britain, 
where they have been avail- 
able in drugstores for several 
years. “They’re not terribly 
easy to use and I think there's 
a need for greater education 
if they’re going to be prom- 
oted," said Helen Axby, 
director of the Marie Stores 
Health Clinics. Britain's ver- 
sion of planned parenthood. 
Instructions required by the 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion run to two double- 
spaced typewritten pages and 
include 11 diagrams. The cost 
is about $2.75 each, com- 
pared with about $1 for a 
male condom. 


Keith Haring 
estate sues to ban 
counterfeit copies 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
estate of Keith Haring filed a 
copyright infringement suit 
against a Hawaiian manufae- 
tiwer for allegedly selling 
counterfeit copies of foe late 
artist’s contemporary jewel- 
lery. The suit filed in Man- 
hattan Federal Court seeks 
an order stopping the sale of 
the articles as well as about 
$250,000 in damages. It 
•^Jcges that Acme Studios Inc 
of Hawaii and others cheated 
the Haring estate over, the 
fast two years by selling coun- 
terfeit jewellery that closely 

resembles the artist's copyr- 
ighted works. The counter- 
feiting operation is in direct 
competition with foe estate* 
which runs a Manhattan re- 
tail store and mail order ser- 
vice to sell Haring's artwork 
and jewellery, the suit • 
alleged. 
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